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THANKSGIVING DAY PROCLAMATIONS BY PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Below you will find all the Presidential Thanksgiving Day Proclamations from the first―1789―to the last one as of 
writing―2018.  We are currently in the 58th 4-year term or office of presidency (Trump’s presidency) with a total of 45 
men having served as president―some serving 3 terms (Roosevelt), some 2 terms (15 presidents), the rest serving 
anywhere between 1 and 7 years―due to deaths in office, or assassinations, impeachments, etc. 
 
Only one of the 45 Presidents of the United States of America has been Catholic―President John F. Kennedy. The 
remainder have been Protestants or Deists. Of all the 45 Presidents of the United States, the Freemasons claim that 14 
Presidents were Freemasons―though some make that 15 Freemasons by including Lyndon B. Johnson. Though there 
may have been more, there is clear evidence of 20 out of 45 US presidents being definitely affiliated with some kind of 
secret group―Freemasons or other secret societies.  Here are the presidents who have belonged to a secret society at 
some point: 
 
(1) George Washington, Freemasons 
(2) Thomas Jefferson, F. H. C. Society―Fraternitas, Humanitas, et Cognitio—“brotherhood, humanity, and knowledge.” 
(3) James Monroe, Freemasons 
(4) Andrew Jackson, Freemasons 
(5) James K. Polk, Freemasons 
(6) James Buchanan, Freemasons 
(7) Andrew Johnson, Freemasons 
(8) Ulysses S. Grant, Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
(9) James Garfield, Freemasons 
(10) Rutherford Hayes, Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
(11) William McKinley, Freemasons, Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
(12) Theodore Roosevelt, Freemasons 
(13) William Taft, Skull and Bones, Freemasons 
(14) Warren Harding, Freemasons 
(15) Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Freemasons 
(16) Harry Truman, Freemasons, Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
(17) Lyndon B. Johnson, Freemasons 
(18) Richard Nixon, The Order of the Red Friars 
(19) Gerald Ford, Freemasons 
(20) George H.W. Bush, Skull and Bones 
 
All of them mention God or a Supreme Being in their Thanksgiving Day Proclamations―it seems to be the politically 
correct thing to do if you want to keep believers voting for you. Their references to God and quotations of Holy Scripture 
are not to be an ‘authority’ to Catholics―since these men are either heretics or non-believers. Nevertheless, as St. 
Thomas Aquinas says, no man is totally evil and has at least some good in him―as Our Lord says: “For if you love them 
that love you, what reward shall you have? Do not even the publicans do this? And if you salute your brethren only, what 
do you more? Do not also the heathens this?” (Matthew 5:46-47). The Scribes and Pharisees were, in a sense, 
heretics―for they had evolved their own version of the Jewish religion and did not believe the teachings of Our Lord: “If 
I say the truth to you, why do you not believe Me? … You do not believe, because you are not of My sheep” (John 8:46; 
10:26). Nevertheless, even though Our Lord repeatedly called them “hypocrites” (Matthew 23), He also said to the Jews: 
“All things therefore whatsoever they shall say to you, observe and do: but according to their works do ye not; for they 
say, and do not!” (Matthew 23:3). “For I tell you, that unless your justice abound more than that of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, you shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven!” Matthew 5:20). Likewise, if Protestants utter some truths, 
then all the more is expected from Catholics who possess all the truth: “And unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
much shall be required: and to whom they have committed much, of him they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48). When 
the Protestant and Deist Presidents ask for prayer and penance on Thanksgiving Day―what then should the Catholic be 
doing? Both Protestants and even more so the Catholics have lost the original purpose and point of Thanksgiving Day.  
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1789 
BY GEORGE WASHINGTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for 
his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor ― and Whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint 
Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to 
be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them 
an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.” 
 
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by the People of 
these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that 
is, or that will be – That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks – for his kind care 
and protection of the People of this country previous to their becoming a Nation – for the signal and manifold mercies, 
and the favorable interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war –
for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed – for the peaceable and rational 
manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and 
particularly the national One now lately instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the 
means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he 
hath been pleased to confer upon us. 
 
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of 
Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions – to enable us all, whether in public or private 
stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually – to render our national government a 
blessing to all the People, by constantly being a government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and 
faithfully executed and obeyed – to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shown 
kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord – To promote the knowledge and 
practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science among them and Us – and generally to grant unto all 
mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 
 
Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789. 
 
GO. WASHINGTON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1795 
BY GEORGE WASHINGTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
When we review the calamities which afflict so many other nations, the present condition of the United States affords 
much matter of consolation and satisfaction. Our exemption hitherto from foreign war, an increasing prospect of the 
continuance of that exception, the great degree of internal tranquility we have enjoyed, the recent confirmation of that 
tranquility by the suppression of an insurrection which so wantonly threatened it, the happy course of our public affairs 
in general, the unexampled prosperity of all classes of our citizens, are circumstances which peculiarly mark our situation 
with indications of the Divine beneficence toward us. In such a state of things it is in an especial manner our duty as a 
people, with devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obligations to Almighty 
God and to implore Him to continue and confirm the blessings we experience. 
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Deeply penetrated with this sentiment, I, George Washington, President of the United States, do recommend to all 
religious societies and denominations, and to all persons whomsoever, within the United States to set apart and observe 
Thursday, the 19th day of February next as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, and on that day to meet together 
and render their sincere and hearty thanks to the Great Ruler of Nations for the manifold and signal mercies which 
distinguish our lot as a nation, particularly for the possession of constitutions of government which united and by their 
union establish liberty with order; for the preservation of our peace, foreign and domestic; for the seasonable control 
which has been given to a spirit of disorder in the suppression of the late insurrection, and generally for the prosperous 
course of our affairs, public and private; and at the same time humbly and fervently to beseech the kind Author of these 
blessings graciously to prolong them to us; to imprint on our hearts a deep and solemn sense of our obligations to Him 
for them; to teach us rightly to estimate their immense value; to preserve us from the arrogance of prosperity, and from 
hazarding the advantages we enjoy by delusive pursuits; to dispose us to merit the continuance of His favors by not 
abusing them; by our gratitude for them, and by a correspondent conduct as citizens and men; to render this country 
more and more a safe and propitious asylum for the unfortunate of other countries; to extend among us true and useful 
knowledge; to diffuse and establish habits of sobriety, order, morality, and piety, and finally, to impart all the blessings 
we possess, or ask for ourselves, to the whole family of mankind. 
  
In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed to these presents, and signed 
the same with my hand. 
 
Done at the city of Philadelphia, the 1st day of January, 1795, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the nineteenth. 
 
By the President 
 
GO. WASHINGTON 
 
~~~  
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1798 
BY JOHN ADAMS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION  
 
As the safety and prosperity of nations ultimately and essentially depend on the protection and the blessing of Almighty 
God, and the national acknowledgment of this truth is not only an indispensable duty which the people owe to Him, but 
a duty whose natural influence is favorable to the promotion of that morality and piety without which social happiness 
cannot exist nor the blessings of a free government be enjoyed; and as this duty, at all times incumbent, is so especially 
in seasons of difficulty or of danger, when existing or threatening calamities, the just judgments of God against prevalent 
iniquity, are a loud call to repentance and reformation; and as the United States of America are at present placed in a 
hazardous and afflictive situation by the unfriendly disposition, conduct, and demands of a foreign power, evinced by 
repeated refusals to receive our messengers of reconciliation and peace, by depredations on our commerce, and the 
infliction of injuries on very many of our fellow-citizens while engaged in their lawful business on the seas – under these 
considerations it has appeared to me that the duty of imploring the mercy and benediction of Heaven on our country 
demands at this time a special attention from its inhabitants. 
 
I have therefore thought fit to recommend, and I do hereby recommend, that Wednesday, the 9th day of May next, be 
observed throughout the United States as a day of solemn humiliation, fasting, and prayer; that the citizens of these 
States, abstaining on that day from their customary worldly occupations, offer their devout addresses to the Father of 
Mercies agreeably to those forms or methods which they have severally adopted as the most suitable and becoming; 
that all religious congregations do, with the deepest humility, acknowledge before God the manifold sins and 
transgressions with which we are justly chargeable as individuals and as a nation, beseeching Him at the same time, of 
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His infinite grace, through the Redeemer of the World, freely to remit all our offenses, and to incline us by His Holy Spirit 
to that sincere repentance and reformation which may afford us reason to hope for his inestimable favor and heavenly 
benediction; that it be made the subject of particular and earnest supplication that our country may be protected from 
all the dangers which threaten it; that our civil and religious privileges may be preserved inviolate and perpetuated to 
the latest generations; that our public councils and magistrates may be especially enlightened and directed at this 
critical period; that the American people may be united in those bonds of amity and mutual confidence and inspired 
with that vigor and fortitude by which they have in times past been so highly distinguished and by which they have 
obtained such invaluable advantages; that the health of the inhabitants of our land may be preserved, and their 
agriculture, commerce, fisheries, arts, and manufactures be blessed and prospered; that the principles of genuine piety 
and sound morality may influence the minds and govern the lives of every description of our citizens and that the 
blessings of peace, freedom, and pure religion may be speedily extended to all the nations of the earth. And finally, I 
recommend that on the said day the duties of humiliation and prayer be accompanied by fervent thanksgiving to the 
Bestower of Every Good Gift, not only for His having hitherto protected and preserved the people of these United States 
in the independent enjoyment of their religious and civil freedom, but also for having prospered them in a wonderful 
progress of population, and for conferring on them many and great favors conducive to the happiness and prosperity of 
a nation. 
 
Given under my hand the seal of the United States of America, at Philadelphia, this 23d day of March, AD 1798, and of 
the Independence of the said States the twenty-second. 
 
By the President 
 
JOHN ADAMS 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1799 
BY JOHN ADAMS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As no truth is more clearly taught in the Volume of Inspiration, nor any more fully demonstrated by the experience of all 
ages, than that a deep sense and a due acknowledgment of the governing providence of a Supreme Being and of the 
accountableness of men to Him as the searcher of hearts and righteous distributer of rewards and punishments are 
conducive equally to the happiness and rectitude of individuals and to the well-being of communities; as it is also most 
reasonable in itself that men who are made capable of social acts and relations, who owe their improvements to the 
social state, and who derive their enjoyments from it, should, as a society, make their acknowledgments of dependence 
and obligation to Him who hath endowed them with these capacities and elevated them in the scale of existence by 
these distinctions; as it is likewise a plain dictate of duty and a strong sentiment of nature that in circumstances of great 
urgency and seasons of imminent danger earnest and particular supplications should be made to Him who is able to 
defend or to destroy; as, moreover, the most precious interests of the people of the United States are still held in 
jeopardy by the hostile designs and insidious acts of a foreign nation, as well as by the dissemination among them of 
those principles, subversive of the foundations of all religious, moral, and social obligations, that have produced 
incalculable mischief and misery in other countries; and as, in fine, the observance of special seasons for public religious 
solemnities is happily calculated to avert the evils which we ought to deprecate and to excite to the performance of the 
duties which we ought to discharge by calling and fixing the attention of the people at large to the momentous truths 
already recited, by affording opportunity to teach and inculcate them by animating devotion and giving to it the 
character of a national act. 
 
For these reasons I have thought proper to recommend, and I do hereby recommend accordingly, that Thursday, the 
25th day of April next, be observed throughout the United States of America as a day of solemn humiliation, fasting, and 
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prayer; that the citizens on that day abstain as far as may be from their secular occupations, devote the time to the 
sacred duties of religion in public and in private; that they call to mind our numerous offenses against the Most High 
God, confess them before Him with the sincerest penitence, implore His pardoning mercy, through the Great Mediator 
and Redeemer, for our past transgressions, and that through the grace of His Holy Spirit we may be disposed and 
enabled to yield a more suitable obedience to His righteous requisitions in time to come; that He would interpose to 
arrest the progress of that impiety and licentiousness in principle and practice so offensive to Himself and so ruinous to 
mankind; that He would make us deeply sensible that “righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people”; that He would turn us from our transgressions and turn His displeasure from us; that He would withhold us 
from unreasonable discontent, from disunion, faction, sedition, and insurrection; that He would preserve our country 
from the desolating sword; that He would save our cities and towns from a repetition of those awful pestilential 
visitations under which they have lately suffered so severely, and that the health of our inhabitants generally may be 
precious in His sight; that He would favor us with fruitful seasons and so bless the labors of the husbandman as that 
there may be food in abundance for man and beast; that He would prosper our commerce, manufactures, and fisheries, 
and give success to the people in all their lawful industry and enterprise; that He would smile on our colleges, 
academies, schools, and seminaries of learning, and make them nurseries of sound science, morals, and religion; that He 
would bless all magistrates, from the highest to the lowest, give them the true spirit of their station, make them a terror 
to evil doers and a praise to them that do well; that He would preside over the councils of the nation at this critical 
period, enlighten them to a just discernment of the public interest, and save them from mistake, division, and discord; 
that He would make succeed our preparations for defense and bless our armaments by land and by sea; that He would 
put an end to the effusion of human blood and the accumulation of human misery among the contending nations of the 
earth by disposing them to justice, to equity, to benevolence, and to peace; and that he would extend the blessings of 
knowledge, of true liberty, and of pure and undefiled religion throughout the world. 
 
And I do also recommend that with these acts of humiliation, penitence, and prayer, fervent thanksgiving to the Author 
of All Good be united for the countless favors which He is still continuing to the people of the United States, and which 
render their condition as a nation eminently happy when compared with the lot of others. 
 
JOHN ADAMS 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1814 
BY JAMES MADISON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The two Houses of the National Legislature having by a joint resolution expressed their desire that in the present time of 
public calamity and war a day may be recommended to be observed by the people of the United States as a day of 
public humiliation and fasting and of prayer to Almighty God for the safety and welfare of these States, His blessing on 
their arms, and a speedy restoration of peace, I have deemed it proper by this proclamation to recommend that 
Thursday, the 12th of January next, be set apart as a day on which all may have an opportunity of voluntarily offering at 
the same time in their respective religious assemblies their humble adoration to the Great Sovereign of the Universe, of 
confessing their sins and transgressions, and of strengthening their vows of repentance and amendment. They will be 
invited by the same solemn occasion to call to mind the distinguished favors conferred on the American people in the 
general health which has been enjoyed, in the abundant fruits of the season, in the progress of the arts instrumental to 
their comfort, their prosperity, and their security, and in the victories which have so powerfully contributed to the 
defense and protection of our country, a devout thankfulness for all which ought to be mingled with their supplications 
to the Beneficent Parent of the Human Race that He would be graciously pleased to pardon all their offenses against 
Him; to support and animate them in the discharge of their respective duties; to continue to them the precious 
advantages flowing from political institutions so auspicious to their safety against dangers from abroad, to their 
tranquility at home, and to their liberties, civil and religious; and that He would in a special manner preside over the 
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nation in its public councils and constituted authorities, giving wisdom to its measures and success to its arms in 
maintaining its rights and in overcoming all hostile designs and attempts against it; and, finally, that by inspiring the 
enemy with dispositions favorable to a just and reasonable peace its blessings may be speedily and happily restores. 
 
Given at the city of Washington, the 16th day of November, 1814, and of the Independence of the United States the 
thirty-eighth. 
 
JAMES MADISON 
 
~~~  
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1815 
BY JAMES MADISON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The senate and House of Representatives of the United States have by a joint resolution signified their desire that a day 
may be recommended to be observed by the people of the United States with religious solemnity as a day of 
thanksgiving and of devout acknowledgments to Almighty God for His great goodness manifested in restoring to them 
the blessing of peace. 
 
No people ought to feel greater obligations to celebrate the goodness of the Great Disposer of Events of the Destiny of 
Nations than the people of the United States. His kind providence originally conducted them to one of the best portions 
of the dwelling place allotted for the great family of the human race. He protected and cherished them under all the 
difficulties and trials to which they were exposed in their early days. Under His fostering care their habits, their 
sentiments, and their pursuits prepared them for a transition in due time to a state of independence and self-
government. In the arduous struggle by which it was attained they were distinguished by multiplied tokens of His benign 
interposition. During the interval which succeeded He reared them into the strength and endowed them with the 
resources which have enabled them to assert their national rights, and to enhance their national character in another 
arduous conflict, which is now so happily terminated by a peace and reconciliation with those who have been our 
enemies. And to the same Divine Author of Every Good and Perfect Gift we are indebted for all those privileges and 
advantages, religious as well as civil, which are so richly enjoyed in this favored land. 
 
It is for blessings such as these, and more especially for the restoration of the blessing of peace, that I now recommend 
that the second Thursday in April next be set apart as a day on which the people of every religious denomination may in 
their solemn assembles unite their hearts and their voices in a freewill offering to their Heavenly Benefactor of their 
homage of thanksgiving and of their songs of praise. 
 
Given at the city of Washington on the 4th day of March, A.D. 1815, and of the Independence of the United States the 
thirty-ninth. 
 
JAMES MADISON 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1862 
BY ABRAHAN LINCOLN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION  
 
It has pleased Almighty God to vouchsafe signal victories to the land and naval forces engaged in suppressing an internal 
rebellion, and at the same time to avert from our country the dangers of foreign intervention and invasion. 
 
It is therefore recommended to the people of the United States that at their next weekly assemblages in their 
accustomed places of public worship which shall occur after notice of this proclamation shall be have been received they 
especially acknowledge and render thanks to our Heavenly Fathers for these inestimable blessings, that they then and 
there implore spiritual consolation in behalf of all who have been brought into affliction by the casualties and calamities 
of sedition and civil war, and that they reverently invoke the divine guidance for our national counsels, to the end that 
they may speedily result in the restoration of peace, harmony, and unity throughout our borders and hasten the 
establishment of fraternal relations among all the countries of the earth. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 10th day of April A.D. 1862, and of the Independence of the United States the 
eighty-sixth. 
 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN  
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1863 
BY ABRAHAN LINCOLN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has pleased Almighty God to hearken to the supplications and prayers of an afflicted people and to vouchsafe to the 
Army and the Navy of the United States victories on land and on the sea so signal and so effective as to furnish 
reasonable grounds for augmented confidence that the Union of these States will be maintained, their Constitution 
preserved, and their peace and prosperity permanently restored. But these victories have been accorded not without 
sacrifices of life, limb, health, and liberty, incurred by brave, loyal, and patriotic citizens. Domestic affliction in every part 
of the country follows in the train of these fearful bereavements. It is meet and right to recognize and confess the 
presence of the Almighty Father and the power of His hand equally in these triumphs and in these sorrows: 
 
Now, therefore, be it known that I do set apart Thursday, the 6th day of August next, to be observed as a day for 
national thanksgiving, praise, and prayer, and I invite the people of the United States to assemble on that occasion in 
their customary places of worship and in the forms approved by their own consciences render the homage due to the 
Divine Majesty for the wonderful things He has done in the nation’s behalf and invoke the influence of His Holy Spirit to 
subdue the anger which has produced and so long sustained a needless and cruel rebellion, to change the hearts of the 
insurgents, to guide the counsels of the Government with wisdom adequate to so great a national emergency, and to 
visit with tender care and consolation throughout the length and breadth of our land all those who, through the 
vicissitudes of marches, voyages, battles, and sieges, have been brought to suffer in mind, body, or estate, and finally to 
lead the whole nation through the paths of repentance and submission to the divine will back to the perfect enjoyment 
of union and fraternal peace. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
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Done at the city of Washington, this 15th day of July A.D. 1863, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty-
eighth. 
 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1863 
BY ABRAHAN LINCOLN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these 
bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have 
been added which are of so extraordinary a nature that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is 
habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God. 
 
In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign states to invite 
and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have 
been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere, except in the theater of military conflict, while that 
theater has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth and 
of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defense have not arrested the plow, the shuttle, or the 
ship; the ax has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious 
metals, have yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased notwithstanding the 
waste that has been made in the camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of 
augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom. 
 
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of 
the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. 
 
It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged, as with one 
heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I do therefore invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the United 
States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last 
Thursday of November next as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. 
And I recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and 
blessings they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender 
care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are 
unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation and 
to restore if, as soon as may be consistent with the divine purpose, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, 
and union. 
 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 3d day of October A.D. 1863, and of the Independence of the United States the 
eighty-eighth. 
 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1864 
BY ABRAHAN LINCOLN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has pleased Almighty God to prolong our national life another year, defending us with His guardian care against 
unfriendly designs from abroad and vouchsafing to us in His mercy many and signal victories over the enemy, who is of 
our own household. It has also pleased our Heavenly Father to favor as well our citizens in their homes as our soldiers in 
their camps and our sailors on the rivers and seas with unusual health. He has largely augmented our free population by 
emancipation and by immigration, while He has opened to use new sources of wealth and has crowned the labor of our 
workingmen in every department of industry with abundant rewards. Moreover, He has been pleased to animate and 
inspire our minds and hearts with fortitude, courage, and resolution sufficient for the great trial of civil war into which 
we have been brought by our adherence as a nation to the cause of freedom and humanity, and to afford to us 
reasonable hopes of an ultimate and happy deliverance from all our dangers and afflictions: 
 
Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, do hereby appoint and set apart the last Thursday in 
November next as a day which I desire to be observed by all my fellow-citizens, wherever they may then be, as a day of 
thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God, the beneficent Creator and Ruler of the Universe. And I do further recommend 
to my fellow-citizens aforesaid that on that occasion they do reverently humble themselves in the dust and from thence 
offer up penitent and fervent prayers and supplications to the Great Disposer of Events for a return of the inestimable 
blessings of peace, union, and harmony throughout the land which it has pleased Him to assign as a dwelling place for 
ourselves and for our posterity throughout all generations. 
 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 20th day of October, A.D. 1864, and of the Independence of the United States the 
eighty-ninth. 
 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1865 
BY ANDREW JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Whereas it has pleased Almighty God during the year which is now coming to an end to relieve our beloved country 
from the fearful scourge of civil war and to permit us to secure the blessings of peace, unity, and harmony, with a great 
enlargement of civil liberty; and 
 
Whereas our Heavenly Father has also during the year graciously averted from us the calamities of foreign war, 
pestilence, and famine, while our granaries are full of the fruits of an abundant season; and 
 
Whereas righteousness exalteth a nation, while sin is a reproach to any people: 
 
Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby recommend to the 
people thereof that they do set apart and observe the first Thursday of December next as a day of national thanksgiving 
to the Creator of the Universe for these great deliverances and blessings. 
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And I do further recommend that on that occasion the whole people make confession of our national sins against His 
infinite goodness, and with one heart and one mind implore the divine guidance in the ways of national virtue and 
holiness. 
 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 28th day of October, A.D. 1865, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninetieth.  
 
ANDREW JOHNSON  
 
~~~  
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1866 
BY ANDREW JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has been pleased to vouchsafe to us as a people another year of that national life 
which is an indispensable condition of peace, security and progress. That year has, moreover, been crowned with many 
peculiar blessings. 
 
The civil war that so recently closed among us has not been anywhere reopened; foreign intervention has ceased to 
excite alarm or apprehension; intrusive pestilence has been benignly mitigated; domestic tranquility has improved, 
sentiments of conciliation has largely prevailed, and affections of loyalty and patriotism have been widely renewed; our 
fields have yielded quite abundantly, our mining industry has been richly rewarded, and we have been allowed to 
extend our railroad system far into the interior recesses of the country, while our commerce has resumed its customary 
activity in foreign seas. 
 
These great national blessings demand a national acknowledgment. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby recommend that Thursday, the 29th day 
of November next, be set apart and be observed everywhere in the several States and Territories of the United States by 
the people thereof as a day of thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God, with due remembrance that “in His temple doth 
every man speak of His honor.” I recommend also that on the same solemn occasion they do humbly and devoutly 
implore Him to grant to our national council \s and to our whole people that divine wisdom which alone can lead any 
nation into the ways of all good. 
 
In offering these national thanksgivings, praises, and supplications we have the divine assurance that “the Lord 
remaineth a king forever; them that are meek shall He guide in judgment and such as are gentle shall He learn His way; 
the Lord shall give strength to His people, and the Lord shall give to His people the blessing of peace.” 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 8th day of October, A.D. 1866, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-first. 
 
ANDREW JOHNSON 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1867 
BY ANDREW JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In conformity with a recent custom that may now be regarded as established on national consent and approval, I, 
Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby recommend to my fellow citizens that Thursday, the 28th 
day of November net, be set apart and observed throughout the Republic as a day of national thanksgiving and praise to 
the Almighty Ruler off Nations, with whom are dominion and fear, who maketh peace in His high places. 
 
Resting and refraining from secular labors on that day, let us reverently and devoutly give thanks to our Heavenly Father 
for the mercies and blessings with which He has crowned the now closing year. Especially let us remember that He has 
covered our land through all its extent with greatly needed and very abundant harvests; that He has caused industry to 
prosper, not only in our fields, but also in our workshops, in our mines, and in our forests. He has permitted us to 
multiply ships upon our lakes and rivers and upon the high seas, and at the same time to extend our iron roads to far 
into the secluded places of the continent as to guarantee speedy overland intercourse between the two oceans. He has 
inclined our hearts to turn away from domestic contentions and commotions consequent upon a distracting and 
desolating civil war, and to walk more and more in the ancient ways of loyalty, conciliation, and brotherly love. He has 
blessed the peaceful efforts with which we have established new and important commercial treaties with foreign 
nations, while we have at the same time strengthened our national defenses and greatly enlarged our national borders. 
 
While thus rendering the unanimous and heartfelt tribute of national praise and thanksgiving which is so justly due to 
Almighty God, let us not fail to implore Him that the same divine protection and care which we have hitherto so 
undeservedly and yet so constantly enjoyed may be continued to our country and our people throughout all their 
generations forever. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 26th day of October, A.D. 1867, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-second. 
 
ANDREW JOHNSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1868 
BY ANDREW JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In the year which is now drawing to its end the art, the skill, and the labor of the people of the United States have been 
employed with greater diligence and vigor and on broader fields than ever before, and the fruits of the earth have been 
gathered into the granary and the storehouse in marvelous abundance. Our highways have been lengthened, and new 
and prolific regions have been occupied. We are permitted to hope that long-protracted political and sectional 
dissensions are at no distant day to give place to returning harmony and fraternal affection throughout the Republic. 
Many foreign states have entered into liberal agreements with us, while nations which are far off and which heretofore 
have been unsocial and exclusive have become our friends. 
 
The annual period of rest, which we have reached in health and tranquility, and which is crowned with so many 
blessings, is by universal consent a convenient and suitable one for cultivating personal piety and practicing public 
devotion. 
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I therefore recommend that Thursday, the 26th day of November next, be set apart and observed by all the people of 
the United States as a day for public praise, thanksgiving, and prayer to the almighty Creator and Divine Ruler of the 
Universe, by whose ever-watchful, merciful, and gracious providence alone states and nations, no less than families and 
individual men, do live and move and have their being. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 12th day of October, A.D. 1868, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-third. 
 
 
ANDREW JOHNSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1869 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The year which is drawing to a close has been free from pestilence; health has prevailed throughout the land; abundant 
crops reward the labors of the husbandman; commerce and manufactures have successfully prosecuted their peaceful 
paths; the mines and forests have yielded liberally; the nation has increased in wealth and in strength; peace has 
prevailed, and its blessings have advanced every interest of the people in every part of the Union; harmony and fraternal 
intercourse restored are obliterating the marks of past conflict and estrangement; burdens have been lightened; means 
have been increased; civil and religious liberty are secured to every inhabitant of the land, whose soil is trod by none but 
freemen. 
 
It becomes a people thus favored to make acknowledgment to the Supreme Author from whom such blessings flow of 
their gratitude and their dependence, to render praise and thanksgiving for the same, and devoutly to implore a 
continuance of God’s mercies. 
 
Therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do recommend that Thursday, the 18th day of November 
next, be observed as a day of thanksgiving and of praise and of prayer to almighty God, the creator and the ruler of the 
universe; and I do further recommend to all the people of the United States to assemble on that day in their accustomed 
places of public worship and to unite in the homage and praise due to the bountiful Father of All Mercies and in fervent 
prayer for the continuance of the manifold blessings he has vouchsafed to us as a people. 
 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 5th day of October, A.D. 1869, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-fourth. 
 
U.S. GRANT 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1870 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Whereas it behooves a people sensible of their dependence on the Almighty publicly and collectively to acknowledge 
their gratitude for his favors and mercies and humbly to beseech for their continuance; and  
 
Whereas the people of the United States during the year now about to end have special cause to be thankful for general 
prosperity, abundant harvests, exemption from pestilence, foreign war, and civil strife: 
 
Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, concurring in any similar 
recommendations from chief magistrates of States, do hereby recommend to all citizens to meet in their respective 
places of worship on Thursday the 24th day of November next, there to give thanks for the bounty of God during the 
year about to close and to supplicate for its continuance hereafter. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 21st day of October, A.D. 1870, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-fifth. 
 
U.S. GRANT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1871 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The process of the seasons has again enabled the husbandman to garner the fruits of successful toil. Industry has been 
generally well rewarded. We are at peace with all nations, and tranquility, with few exceptions, prevails at home. Within 
the past year we have in the main been free from ills which elsewhere have afflicted our kind. If some of us have had 
calamities, these should be an occasion for sympathy with the sufferers, of resignation on their part to the will of the 
Most High, and of rejoicing to the many who have been more favored. 
 
I therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 30th day of November next, the people meet in their respective places of 
worship and there make the usual annual acknowledgments to Almighty God for the blessings He has conferred upon 
them, for their merciful exemption from evils, and invoke His protection and kindness for their less fortunate brethren, 
whom in His wisdom He has deemed it best to chastise. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 28th day of October, A.D. 1871, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-sixth. 
 
U.S. GRANT 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1872 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Whereas the revolution of another year has again brought the time when it is usual to look back upon the past and 
publicly to thank the Almighty for His mercies and His blessings; and Whereas if any one people has more occasion than 
another for such thankfulness it is the citizens of the United States, whose Government is their creature, subject to their 
behests; who have reserved to themselves ample civil and religious freedom and equality before the law; who during 
the last twelvemonth have enjoyed exemption from any grievous or general calamity, and to whom prosperity in 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce has been vouchsafed; Now, therefore, by these considerations, I recommend 
that on Thursday, the 28th day of November next, the people meet in their respective places of worship and there make 
their acknowledgments to God for His kindness and bounty. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 11th day of October, A.D. 1872, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-seventh. 
 
U.S. GRANT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1873 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The approaching close of another year brings with it the occasion for renewed thanksgiving and acknowledgment to the 
Almighty Ruler of the Universe for the unnumbered mercies which He has bestowed upon us. 
 
Abundant harvests have been among the rewards of industry. With local exceptions, health has been among the many 
blessings enjoyed. Tranquility at home and peace with other nations have prevailed. 
 
Frugal industry is regaining its merited recognition and its merited rewards. Gradually but, under the providence of God, 
surely, as we trust, the nation is recovering from the lingering results of a dreadful civil strife. 
 
For these and all the other mercies vouchsafed it becomes us as a people to return heartfelt and grateful 
acknowledgments, and with our thanksgiving for blessings we may unite prayers for the cessation of local and 
temporary sufferings. 
 
I therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 27th day of November next, the people meet in their respective places of 
worship to make their acknowledgments to Almighty God for His bounties and His protection, and to offer to Him 
prayers for their continuance. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 14th day of October, A.D. 1873, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-eighth. 
 
U.S. GRANT 
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~~~  
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1874 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
We are reminded by the changing seasons that it is time to pause in our daily avocations and offer thanks to Almighty 
God for the mercies and abundance of the year which is drawing to a close. 
 
The blessings of free government continue to be vouchsafed to us; the earth has responded to the labor of the 
husbandman; the land has been free from pestilence; internal order is being maintained, and peace with other powers 
has prevailed. 
 
It is fitting that at stated periods we should cease from our accustomed pursuits and from the turmoil of our daily lives 
and unite in thankfulness for the blessings of the past and in the cultivation of kindly feelings toward each other. 
 
Now, therefore, recognizing these considerations, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do recommend to 
all citizens to assemble in their respective places of worship on Thursday, the 26th day of November next, and express 
their thanks for the mercy and favor of Almighty God, and, laying aside all political contentions and all secular 
occupations, to observe such day as a day of rest, thanksgiving, and praise. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 27th day of October, A.D. 1874, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the ninety-ninth. 
 
U.S. GRANT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1875 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In accordance with a practice at once wise and beautiful, we have been accustomed, as the year is drawing to a close, to 
devote an occasion to the humble expression of our thanks to Almighty God for the ceaseless and distinguished benefits 
bestowed upon us as a nation and for His mercies and protection during the closing year. 
 
Amid the rich and free enjoyment of all our advantages, we should not forget the source from whence they are derived 
and the extent of our obligation to the Father of All Mercies. We have full reason to renew our thanks to Almighty God 
for favors bestowed upon us during the past year. 
 
By His continuing mercy civil and religious liberty have been maintained, peace has reigned within our borders, labor 
and enterprise have produced their merited rewards; and to His watchful providence we are indebted for security from 
pestilence and other national calamity. Apart from national blessings, each individual among us has occasion to 
thoughtfully recall and devoutly recognize the favors and protection, which he has enjoyed. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do recommend that on Thursday, the25th day of 
November, the people of the United States, abstaining from all secular pursuits and from their accustomed avocations, 
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do assemble in their respective places of worship, and, in such form as may seem most appropriate in their own hearts, 
offer to Almighty God their acknowledgments and thanks for all His mercies and their humble prayers for a continuance 
of His divine favor. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 27th day of October, A.D. 1875, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundredth. 
 
U.S. GRANT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1876 
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERCA 
 
A PROCLAMATION  
 
From year to year we have been accustomed to pause in our daily pursuits and set apart a time to offer our thanks to 
Almighty God for the special blessings He has vouchsafed to us, with our prayers for a continuance thereof. 
 
We have at this time equal reason to be thankful for His continued protection and for the many material blessings which 
His bounty has bestowed. 
 
In addition to these favors accorded to us as individuals, we have especial occasion to express our hearty thanks to 
Almighty God that by His providence and guidance our Government, established a century ago, has been enabled to 
fulfill the purpose of its founders in offering an asylum to the people of every race, securing civil and religious liberty to 
all within its borders, and meting out to every individual alike justice and equality before the law. 
 
It is, moreover, especially our duty to offer our humble prayers to the Father of All Mercies for a continuance of His 
divine favor to us as a nation and as individuals. 
 
By reason of all these considerations, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do recommend to the people of 
the United States to devote the 30th day of November next to the expression of their thanks and prayers to Almighty 
God, and, laying aside their daily avocations and all secular occupations, to assemble in their respective places of 
worship and observe such day as a day of thanksgiving and rest. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 26th day of October, A.D. 1876, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and first.  
 
U.S. GRANT  
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY – 1880 
BY RUTHERFORD B. HAYES, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
At no period in their history since the United States became a nation has this people had so abundant and so universal 
reasons for joy and gratitude at the favor of Almighty God or been subject to so profound an obligation to give thanks 
for His loving kindness and humbly to implore His continued care and protection. 
 
Health, wealth, and prosperity throughout all our borders; peace, honor, and friendship with all the world; firm and 
faithful adherence by the great body of our population to the principles of liberty and justice which have made our 
greatness as a nation, and to the wise institutions and strong frame of government and society, which will perpetuate it 
― for all these let the thanks of a happy and united people, as with one voice, ascend in devout homage to the Giver of 
All Good. 
 
I therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 25th day of November next, the people meet in their respective places of 
worship to make their acknowledgments to Almighty God for His bounties and His protection and to offer to Him 
prayers for their continuance. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 1st day of November, A.D. 1880, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and fifth. 
 
RUTHERFORD B. HAYES 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY – 1881 
BY CHESTER A. ARTHUR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has long been the pious custom of our people, with the closing of the year, to look back upon the blessings brought to 
them in the changing course of the seasons and to return solemn thanks to the all-giving source from whom they flow. 
And although at this period, when the falling leaf admonishes us that the time of our sacred duty is at hand, our nation 
still lies in the shadow of a great bereavement, and the mourning which has filled our hearts still finds its sorrowful 
expression toward the God before whom we but lately bowed in grief and supplication, yet the countless benefits which 
have showered upon us during the past twelvemonth call for our fervent gratitude and make it fitting that we should 
rejoice with thankfulness that the Lord in His infinite mercy has most signally favored our country and our people. Peace 
without and prosperity within have been vouchsafed to us, no pestilence has visited our shores, the abundant privileges 
of freedom which our fathers left us in their wisdom are still our increasing heritage; and if in parts of our vast domain 
sore affliction has visited our brethren in their forest homes, yet even this calamity has been tempered and in a manner 
sanctified by the generous compassion for the sufferers which has been called forth throughout our land. For all these 
things it is meet that the voice of the nation should go up to God in devout homage. 
 
Wherefore, I, Chester A. Arthur, President of the United States, do recommend that all the people observe Thursday, the 
24th day of November instant, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer, by ceasing, so far as may be, from their 
secular labors and meeting in their several places of worship, there to join in ascribing honor and praise to Almighty 
God, whose goodness has been so manifest in our history and in our lives, and offering earnest prayers that His bounties 
may continue to us and to our children. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 4th day of November, A.D. 1881, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and sixth. 
 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY – 1882 
BY CHESTER A. ARTHUR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In conformity with a custom the annual observance of which is justly held in honor by this people, I, Chester A. Arthur, 
President of the United States, do hereby set apart Thursday, the 30th day of November next, as a day of public 
thanksgiving. 
 
The blessings demanding our gratitude are numerous and varied. For the peace and amity which subsist between this 
Republic and all the nations of the world; for the freedom from internal discord and violence; for the increasing 
friendship between the different sections of the land; for liberty, justice, and constitutional government; for the 
devotion of the people to our free institutions and their cheerful obedience to mild laws; for the constantly increasing 
strength of the Republic while extending its privileges to fellow-men who come to us; for the improved means of 
internal communication and the increased facilities of intercourse with other nations; for the general prevailing health of 
the year; for the prosperity for all our industries, the liberal return for the mechanic’s toil affording a market for the 
abundant harvests of the husbandman; for the preservation of the national faith and credit; for wise and generous 
provision to effect the intellectual and moral education of our youth; for the influence upon the conscience of a 
restraining and transforming religion, and for the joys of home ― for these and for many other blessings we should give 
thanks. 
 
Wherefore I do recommend that the day above designated be observed throughout the country as a day of national 
thanksgiving and prayer, and that the people, ceasing from their daily labors and meeting in accordance with their 
several forms of worship, draw near to the throne of Almighty God, offering to Him praise and gratitude for the manifold 
goodness which He has vouchsafed to us and praying that His blessings and His mercies may continue. 
 
 
And I do further recommend that the day thus appointed be made a special occasion for deeds of kindness and charity 
to the suffering and the needy, so that all who dwell within the land may rejoice and be glad in this season of national 
thanksgiving. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 25th day of October, A.D. 1882, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and seventh. 
 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
 
~~~ 
 

  



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 20 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1883 
BY CHESTER A. ARTHUR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In furtherance of the custom of this people at the closing of each year to engage, upon a day set apart for that purpose, 
in a special festival of praise to the Giver of All Good, I, Chester A. Arthur, President of the United States, do hereby 
designate Thursday, the 29th day of November next, as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
 
The year which is drawing to an end has been replete with evidences of divine goodness. 
The prevalence of health, the fullness of the harvests, the stability of peace and order, the growth of fraternal feeling, 
the spread of intelligence and learning, the continued enjoyment of civil and religious liberty ― all these and countless 
other blessings are cause for reverent rejoicing. 
 
I do therefore recommend that on the day above appointed the people rest from their accustomed labors and, meeting 
in their several places of worship, express their devout gratitude to God that He hath dealt so bountifully with this 
nation and pray that His grace and favor abide with it forever. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 26th day of October, A.D. 1883, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and eighth. 
 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1884 
BY CHESTER A. ARTHUR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season is nigh when it is the yearly wont of this people to observe a day appointed for that purpose by the President 
as an especial occasion for thanksgiving unto God. 
 
Now, therefore, in recognition of this hallowed custom, I, Chester A. Arthur, President of the United States, do hereby 
designate as such day of general thanksgiving Thursday, the 27th day of this present November. 
 
And I do recommend that throughout the land the people, ceasing from their accustomed occupations, do then keep 
holiday at their several homes and their several places of worship, and with heart and voice pay reverent 
acknowledgment to the giver of All Good for the countless blessings wherewith He hath visited this nation. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 7th day of November, A.D. 1884, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and ninth. 
 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1885 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The American people have always abundant cause to be thankful to Almighty God, whose watchful care and guiding 
hand have been manifested in every stage of their national life, guarding and protecting them in time of peril and safety 
leading them in the hour of darkness and of danger. 
 
It is fitting and proper that a nation thus favored should on one day in every year, for that purpose especially appointed, 
publicly acknowledge the goodness of God and return thanks to Him for all His gracious gifts. 
 
Therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate and set apart Thursday, 
the 26th day of November instant, as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, and do invoke the observance of the same 
by all the people of the land. 
 
On that day let all secular business be suspended, and let the people assemble in their usual places of worship and with 
prayer and songs of praise devoutly testify their gratitude to the Giver of Every Good and Perfect Gift for all that He has 
done for us in the year that has passed; for our preservation as a united nation and for our deliverance from the shock 
and danger of political convulsion; for the blessings of peace and for our safety and quiet while wars and rumors of war 
have agitated and afflicted other nations of the earth; for our security against the scourge of pestilence, which in other 
lands has claimed its dead by thousands and filled the streets with mourners; for plenteous crops which reward the 
labor of the husbandman and increase our nation’s wealth, and for the contentment throughout our borders which 
follows in the train of prosperity and abundance. 
 
And let there also be on the day thus set apart a reunion of families, sanctified and chastened by tender memories and 
associations; and let the social intercourse of friends, with pleasant reminiscence, renew the ties of affection and 
strengthen the bonds of kindly feeling. 
 
And let us by no means forget while we give thanks and enjoy the comforts which have crowned our lives that truly 
grateful hearts are inclined to deeds of charity, and that a kind and thoughtful remembrance of the poor will double the 
pleasures of our condition and render our praise and thanksgiving more acceptable in the sight of the Lord. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 2d day of November, A.D. 1885, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and tenth. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1886 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has long been the custom of the people of the United States, on a day in each year especially set apart for that 
purpose by their Chief Executive, to acknowledge the goodness and mercy of God and to invoke His continued care and 
protection. 
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In observance of such custom I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States, do hereby designate and set apart 
Thursday, the 25th of November, instant, to be observed and kept as a day of thanksgiving and prayer. 
 
On that day let all our people forego their accustomed employments and assemble in their usual places of worship to 
give thanks to the Ruler of the Universe for our continued enjoyment of the blessings of a free government, for a 
renewal of business prosperity throughout our land, for the return which has rewarded the labor of those who till the 
soil, and for our progress as a people in all that makes a nation great. 
 
And while we contemplate the infinite power of God in earthquake, flood, and storm let the grateful hearts of those 
who have been shielded from harm through His mercy be turned in sympathy and kindness toward those who have 
suffered through His visitations. 
 
Let us also in the midst of our thanksgiving remember the poor and needy with cheerful gifts and alms so that our 
service may by deeds of charity be made acceptable in the sight of the Lord. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 1st day of November, A.D. 1886, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and eleventh. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1887 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The goodness and the mercy of God, which have followed the American people during all the days of the past year, 
claim their grateful recognition and humble acknowledgment. By His omnipotent power He has protected us from war 
and pestilence and from every national calamity; by His gracious favor the earth has yielded a generous return to the 
labor of the husbandman, and every path of honest toil has led to comfort and contentment; by His loving kindness the 
hearts of our people have been replenished with fraternal sentiment and patriotic endeavor, and by His unerring 
guidance we have been directed in the way of national prosperity. 
 
To the end that we may with one accord testify our gratitude for all these blessings, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the 
United States, do hereby designate and set apart Thursday, the 24th day of November next, as a day of thanksgiving and 
prayer, to be observed by all the people of the land. 
 
On that day let all secular work and employment be suspended, and let our people assemble in their accustomed places 
of worship and with prayer and songs of praise give thanks to our Heavenly Father for all that He has done for us, while 
we humbly implore the forgiveness of our sins and a continuance of His mercy. 
 
Let families and kindred be united on that day, and let their hearts, filled with kindly cheer and affectionate 
reminiscence, be turned in thankfulness to the source of all their pleasures and the giver of all that makes the day glad 
and joyous. 
 
And in the midst of our worship and our happiness let us remember the poor, the needy, and the unfortunate, and by 
our gifts of charity and ready benevolence let us increase the number of those who with grateful hearts shall join in our 
thanksgiving. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 25th day of October, A.D. 1887, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and twelfth. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1888 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Constant thanksgiving and gratitude are due from the American people to Almighty God for His goodness and mercy, 
which have followed them since the day He made them a nation and vouchsafed to them a free government. With 
loving kindness He has constantly led us in the way of prosperity and greatness. He has not visited with swift 
punishment our shortcomings, but with gracious care He has warned us of our dependence upon His forbearance and 
has taught us that obedience to His holy law is the price of a continuance of His precious gifts. 
 
In acknowledgment of all that God has done for us as a nation, and to the end that on an appointed day the united 
prayers and praise of a grateful country may reach the throne of grace, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United 
States, do hereby designate and set apart Thursday, the 29th day of November instant, as a day of thanksgiving and 
prayer, to be kept and observed throughout the land. 
 
On that day let all our people suspend their ordinary work and occupations, and in their accustomed places of worship, 
with prayer and songs of praise, render thanks to God for all His mercies, for the abundant harvests which have 
rewarded the toil of the husbandman during the year that has passed, and for the rich rewards that have followed the 
labors of our people in their shops and their marts of trade and traffic. Let us give thanks for peace and for social order 
and contentment within our borders, and for our advancement in all that adds to national greatness. 
 
And mindful of the afflictive dispensation with which a portion of our land has been visited, let us, while we humble 
ourselves before the power of God, acknowledge His mercy in setting bounds to the deadly march of pestilence, and let 
our hearts be chastened by sympathy with our fellow-countrymen who have suffered and who mourn. 
And as we return thanks for all the blessings which we have received from the hands of our Heavenly Father, let us not 
forget that He has enjoined upon us charity; and on this day of thanksgiving let us generously remember the poor and 
needy, so that our tribute of praise and gratitude may be acceptable in the sight of the Lord. 
 
Done at the city of Washington on the 1st day of November, 1888, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and thirteenth. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1889 
BY BENJAMIN HARRISON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
A highly favored people, mindful of their dependence on the bounty of Divine Providence, should seek fitting occasion to 
testify gratitude and ascribe praise to Him who is the author of their many blessings. It behooves us, then, to look back 
with thankful hearts over the past year and bless God for His infinite mercy in vouchsafing to our land enduring peace, to 
our people freedom from pestilence and famine, to our husbandmen abundant harvests, and to them that labor a 
recompense of their toil. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States of America, do earnestly recommend that 
Thursday, the 28th day of this present month of November, be set apart as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer, 
and that the people of our country, ceasing from the cares and labors of their working day, shall assemble in their 
respective places of worship and give thanks to God, who has prospered us on our way and made our paths the paths of 
peace, beseeching Him to bless the day to our present and future good, making it truly one of thanksgiving for each 
reunited home circle as for the nation at large. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 1st day of November, A.D. 1889, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and fourteenth. 
 
BENJAMIN HARRISON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1890 
BY BENJAMIN HARRISON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
By the grace and favor of Almighty God the people of this nation have been led to the closing days of the passing year, 
which has been full of the blessings of peace and the comforts of plenty. Bountiful compensation has come to us for the 
work of our minds and of our hands in every department of human industry. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States of America, do hereby appoint Thursday, the 27th 
day of the present month of November, to be observed as a day of prayer and thanksgiving; and I do invite the people 
upon that day to cease from their labors, to meet in their accustomed houses of worship, and to join in rendering 
gratitude and praise to our beneficent Creator for the rich blessings He has granted to us as a nation and in invoking the 
continuance of His protection and grace for the future. I commend to my fellow-citizens the privilege of remembering 
the poor, the homeless, and the sorrowful. Let us endeavor to merit the promised recompense of charity and the 
gracious acceptance of our praise. 
 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 8th day of November, A.D. 1890, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and fifteenth. 
 
BENJAMIN HARRISON 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1891 
BY BENJAMIN HARRISON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It is a very glad incident of the marvelous prosperity which has crowned the year now drawing to a close that its helpful 
and reassuring touch has been felt by all our people. It has been as wide as our country, and so special that every home 
has felt its comforting influence. It is too great to be the work of man’s power and too particular to be the device of his 
mind. To God, the beneficent and the all-wise, who makes the labors of men to be fruitful, redeems their losses by His 
grace, and the measure of whose giving is as much beyond the thoughts of man as it is beyond his deserts, the praise 
and gratitude of the people of this favored nation are justly due. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States of America, do hereby appoint Thursday, the 26th 
day of November present, to be a day of joyful thanksgiving to God for the bounties of His providence, for the peace in 
which we are permitted to enjoy them, and for the preservation of those institutions of civil and religious liberty which 
He gave our fathers the wisdom to devise and establish and us the courage to preserve. Among the appropriate 
observances of the day are rest from toil, worship in the public congregation, the renewal of family ties about our 
American firesides, and thoughtful helpfulness toward those who suffer lack of the body or of the spirit. 
 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 13th day of November, A.D. 1891, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and sixteenth. 
 
BENJAMIN HARRISON 
 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1892 
BY BENJAMIN HARRISON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The gifts of God to our people during the past year have been so abundant and so special that the spirit of devout 
thanksgiving awaits not a call, but only the appointment of a day when it may have a common expression. He has stayed 
the pestilence at our door; He has given us more love for the free civil institutions in the creation of which His directing 
providence was so conspicuous; He has awakened a deeper reverence for law; He has widened our philanthropy by a 
call to succor the distress in other lands; He has blessed our schools and is bringing forward a patriotic and God-fearing 
generation to execute His great and benevolent designs for our country He has given us great increase in material 
wealth and a wide diffusion of contentment and comfort in the homes of our people; He has given his grace to the 
sorrowing. 
 
Wherefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States, do call upon all our people to observe, as we have been 
wont, Thursday, the 24th day of this month of November, as a day of thanksgiving to God for His mercies and of 
supplication for His continued care and grace. 
 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 4th day of November, 1892, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and seventeenth. 
 
BENJAMIN HARRISON 
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~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1893 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
While the American people should every day remember with praise and thanksgiving the divine goodness and mercy 
which have followed them since their beginning as a nation, it is fitting that one day in each year should be especially 
devoted to the contemplation of the blessings we have received from the hand of God and to the grateful 
acknowledgment of His loving kindness. 
 
Therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States, do hereby designate and set apart Thursday, the 30th day 
of the present month of November, as a day of thanksgiving and praise to be kept and observed by all the people of our 
land. On that day let us forego our ordinary work and employments and assemble in our usual places of worship, where 
we may recall all that God has done for us and where from grateful hearts our united tribute of praise and song may 
reach the Throne of Grace. Let the reunion of kindred and the social meeting of friends lend cheer and enjoyment to the 
day, and let generous gifts of charity for the relief of the poor and needy prove the sincerity of our thanksgiving. 
 
Witness my hand and the seal of the United States, which I have caused to be hereto affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington on the 3d day of November, A.D. 1893, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and eighteenth. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1894 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The American people should gratefully render thanksgiving and praise to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, who has 
watched over them with kindness and fostering care during the year that has passed; they should also with humility and 
faith supplicate the Father of All Mercies for continued blessings according to their needs, and they should be Deeds of 
charity seek the favor of the Giver of Every Good and Perfect Gift. 
 
Therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States, do hereby appoint and set apart Thursday, the 29th day 
of November instant, as a day of thanksgiving and prayer to be kept and observed by all the people of the land. 
 
On that day let our ordinary work and business be suspended and let us meet in our accustomed places of worship and 
give thanks to Almighty God for our preservation as a nation, for our immunity from disease and pestilence, for the 
harvests that have rewarded our husbandry, for a renewal of national prosperity, and for every advance in virtue and 
intelligence that has marked our growth as a people. 
 
 
And with our thanksgiving let us pray that these blessings may be multiplied unto us, that our national conscience may 
be quickened to a better recognition of the power and goodness of God, and that in our national life we may clearer see 
and closer follow the path of righteousness. 
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And in our places of worship and praise, as well as in the happy reunions of kindred and friends on that day, let us 
invoke divine approval by generously remembering the poor and needy. Surely He who have given us comfort and 
plenty will look upon our relief of the destitute and our ministrations of charity as the work of hearts truly grateful and 
as proofs of the sincerity of our thanksgiving. 
 
Witness my hand and the seal of the United States, which I have caused to be hereto affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington on the 1st day of November, A.D. 1894 and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and nineteenth. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1895 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The constant goodness and forbearance of Almighty God which have been vouchsafed to the American people during 
the year which is just past call for their sincere acknowledgment and devout gratitude. 
 
To the end, therefore, that we may with thankful hearts unite in extolling the loving care of our Heavenly Father, I, 
Grover Cleveland, President of the United States, do hereby appoint and set apart Thursday, the 28th day of the present 
month of November, as a day of thanksgiving and prayer to be kept and observed by all our people. 
 
On that day let us forego our usual occupations and in our accustomed places of worship join in rendering thanks to the 
Giver of Every Good and Perfect Gift for the bounteous returns that have rewarded our labors in the fields and in the 
busy marts of trade, for the peace and order that have prevailed throughout the land, for our protection from pestilence 
and dire calamity, and for the other blessings that have been showered upon us from an open hand. 
 
And with our thanksgiving let us humbly beseech the Lord to so incline the hearts of our people unto Him that He will 
not leave us nor forsake us as a nation, but will continue to us His mercy and protecting care, guiding us in the path of 
national prosperity and happiness, enduing us with rectitude and virtue, and keeping alive within us a patriotic love for 
the free institutions which have been given to us as our national heritage. 
 
And let us also on the day of our thanksgiving especially remember the poor and needy, and by deeds of charity let us 
show the sincerity of our gratitude. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 4th day of November, A.D. 1895, and in the one hundred and twentieth year of the 
Independence of the United States. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1896 
BY GROVER CLEVELAND, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The people of the United States should never be unmindful of the gratitude they owe the God of Nations for His 
watchful care, which has shielded them from dire disaster and pointed out to them the way of peace and happiness. Nor 
should they ever refuse to acknowledge with contrite hearts their proneness to turn away from God’s teachings and to 
follow with sinful pride after their own devices. 
 
To the end that these thoughts may be quickened it is fitting that on a day especially appointed we should join together 
in approaching the Throne of Grace with praise and supplication. 
 
Therefore, I Grover Cleveland, President of the United States, do hereby designate and set apart Thursday, the 26th day 
of the present month of November, to be kept and observed as a day of thanksgiving and prayer throughout our land. 
 
On that day let all our people forego their usual work and occupation, and, assembled in their accustomed places of 
worship, let them with one accord render thanks to the Ruler of the Universe for our preservation as a nation and our 
deliverance from every threatened danger, for the peace that has dwelt within our boundaries, for our defense against 
disease and pestilence during the year that has passed, for the plenteous rewards that have followed the labors of our 
husbandmen, and for all the other blessings that have been vouchsafed to us. 
 
And let us, through the mediation of Him who has taught us how to pray, implore the forgiveness of our sins and a 
continuation of heavenly favor. 
 
Let us not forget on this day of thanksgiving the poor and needy, and by deeds of charity let our offerings of praise be 
made more acceptable in the sight of the Lord. 
 
Witness my hand and the seal of the United States, which I have caused to be hereto affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 4th day of November, A.D. 1896, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and twenty-first. 
 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1897 
BY WILLIAM McKINLEY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In remembrance of God’s goodness to us during the past year, which has been so abundant. “Let us offer Him our 
thanksgiving and pay our vows unto the Most High.” Under His watchful providence, industry has prospered, the 
conditions of labor have been improved, the rewards of the husbandman have been increased, and the comforts of our 
homes multiplied. His mighty hand has preserved peace and protected the nation. Respect for law and order has been 
strengthened, love of free institutions cherished, and all sections of our beloved country brought into closer bonds of 
fraternal regard and generous cooperation. 
 
For these great benefits it is our duty to praise the Lord in a spirit of humility and gratitude, and to offer up to Him our 
most earnest supplications. That we may acknowledge our obligation as a people to Him who has so graciously granted 
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us the blessings of free government and material prosperity, I, William McKinley, President of the United States, do 
hereby designate and set apart Thursday, the twenty-fifth day of November, for national thanksgiving and prayer, which 
all of the people are invited to observe with appropriate religious services in their respective places of worship. 
 
On this day of rejoicing and domestic reunion, let our prayers ascend to the Giver of every good and perfect gift, for the 
continuance of His love and favor to us, that our hearts may be filled with charity and good will, and that we may be 
ever worthy of His beneficent concern. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington this twenty-ninth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-seven, and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and twenty-second. 
 
WILLIAM McKINLEY 
 
~~~ 
 

THE PRESIDENT WILLIAM McKINLEY’S, ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE 
FOR THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 
 

Executive Mansion, Washington, July 6, 1898 
 
To the People of the United States of America : 
 
At this time, when to the yet fresh remembrance of the unprecedented success which attended the operations of the 
United States fleet in the bay of Manila on the 1st day of May last are added the tiding of the no less glorious 
achievements of the naval and military arms of our beloved country at Santiago de Cuba, it is fitting that we should 
pause and, staying the feeling of exultation that too naturally attends great deeds wrought by our countrymen in our 
country’s cause, should reverently bow before the throne of divine grace and give devout praise to god, who holdeth the 
nations in the hollow of His hands and worketh upon them the marvels of His high will, and who has thus far vouchsafed 
to us the light of his face and led our brave soldiers and seamen to victory. 
 
I therefore ask the people of the United States, upon next assembling for divine worship in their respective places of 
meeting, to offer thanksgiving to Almighty God, who in His inscrutable ways, now leading our hosts upon the waters to 
unscathed triumph; now guiding them in a strange land, through the dread shadows of death, to success, even though 
at a fearful cost; now bearing them, without accident or loss, to far distant climes, has watched over our cause and 
brought nearer the success of the right and the attainment of just and honorable peace. 
 
With the nation’s thanks let there be mingled the nation’s prayers that our gallant sons may be shielded from harm alike 
on the battlefield and in the clash of fleets, and be spared the scourge of suffering and disease while they are striving to 
uphold their country’’ honor; and withal let the nation’’ heart be stilled with holy awe at the thought of the noble men 
who have perished as heroes die, and be filled with compassionate sympathy for all those who suffer bereavement or 
endure sickness, wounds, and bonds by reason of the awful struggle. And above all, let us pray with earnest fervor that 
He, the Dispenser of All good, may speedily remove from us the untold afflictions of war and bring to our dear land the 
blessings of restored peace and to all the domain now ravaged by the cruel strife the priceless boon of security and 
tranquility. 
 
WILLIAM McKINLEY 
 
~~~ 
 



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 30 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1898 
BY WILLIAM McKINLEY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The approaching November brings to mind the custom of our ancestors, hallowed by time and rooted in our most sacred 
traditions, of giving thanks to Almighty God for all the blessings He has vouchsafed to us during the year. 
 
Few years in our history have afforded such cause for thanksgiving as this. We have been blessed by abundant harvests; 
our trade and commerce have wonderfully increased; our public credit has been improved and strengthened; all 
sections of our common country have been brought together and knitted into closer bonds of national purpose and 
unity. 
 
The skies have been for a time darkened by the cloud of war, but as we were compelled to take up the sword in the 
cause of humanity we are permitted to rejoice that the conflict has been of brief duration and the losses we have had to 
mourn, though grievous and important, have been so few, considering the great results accomplished, as to inspire us 
with gratitude and praise to the Lord of Hosts. We may laud and magnify His holy name that the cessation of hostilities 
came so soon as to spare both sides the countless sorrows and disasters that attend protracted war. 
 
I do therefore invite all my fellow-citizens, as well as those who may be at sea or sojourning in foreign lands as those at 
home, to set apart and observe Thursday, the 24th day of November, as a day of national thanksgiving, to come 
together in their several places of worship for a service of praise and thanks to almighty God for all the blessings of the 
year, for the mildness of the seasons and the fruitfulness of the soil, for the continued prosperity of the people, for the 
devotion and valor of our countrymen, for the glory of our victory and the hope of a righteous peace, and to pray that 
the divine guidance which has brought us heretofore to safety and honor may be graciously continued in the years to 
come. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 28th day of October, A.D. 1898, and of the Independence of the United States the 
one hundred and twenty-third. 
 
WILLIAM McKINLEY 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1899 
BY WILLIAM McKINLEY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
A national custom dear to the heart of the people calls for the setting apart of one day in each year as an occasion of 
special thanksgiving to Almighty God for the blessings of the preceding year. This honored observance acquires with 
time a tender significance. It enriches domestic life. It summons under the family roof the absent children to glad 
reunion with those they love. 
 
Seldom has this nation had greater cause for profound thanksgiving. No great pestilence has invaded our shores. Liberal 
employment waits upon labor. Abundant crops have rewarded the efforts of the husbandman. Increased comforts have 
come to the home. The national finances have been strengthened, and public credit has been sustained and made 
firmer. In all branches of industry and trade there has been an unequaled degree of prosperity, while there has been a 
steady gain in the moral and educational growth of our national character. Churches and schools have flourished. 
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American patriotism has been exalted. Those engaged in maintaining the honor of the flag with such signal success have 
been in a large degree spared from disaster and disease. An honorable peace has been ratified with a foreign nation 
with which we were at war, and we are now on friendly relations with every Power on earth. 
 
The trust which we have assumed for the people of Cuba has been faithfully advanced. There has been marked progress 
toward restoration of healthy industrial conditions, and under wise sanitary regulations the island has enjoyed unusual 
exemption from the scourge of fever. The hurricane which swept over our new possession of Porto Rico, destroying the 
homes and property of the inhabitants, called forth the instant sympathy of the people of the United States, who were 
swift to respond with generous aid to the sufferers. While the insurrection still continues in the island of Luzon, business 
is resuming its activity, and confidence in the good purpose of the United States is rapidly established throughout the 
archipelago. 
 
For these reasons and countless others, I, William McKinley, President of the United States, do hereby name Thursday, 
the thirtieth day of November next, as a day of general thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed as such by all people on 
this continent and in our newly acquired islands, as well as by those who may be at sea or sojourning in foreign lands; 
and I advise that on this day religious exercises shall be conducted in the churches or meeting places of all 
denominations, in order that in the social features of the day its real significance may not be lost sight of, but prayers 
may be offered to the Most High for a continuance of the divine guidance without which man’s efforts are vain, and for 
divine consolation to those whose kindred and friends have sacrificed their lives for country. 
 
I recommend also that on this day, so far as may be found practicable, labor shall cease from its accustomed toil and 
charity abound toward the sick, the needy, and the poor. 
 
In witness whereof, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington, this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the United States the one hundred and twenty-fourth. 
 
WILLIAM McKINLEY 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1900 
BY WILLIAM McKINLEY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has pleased Almighty God to bring our nation in safety and honor through another year. The works of religion and 
charity have everywhere been manifest. Our country through all its extent has been blessed with abundant harvests. 
Labor and the great industries of the people have prospered beyond all precedent. Our commerce has spread over the 
world. Our power and influence in the cause of freedom and enlightenment have extended over distant seas and lands. 
The lives of our official representatives and many of our people in China have been marvelously preserved. We have 
been generally exempt from pestilence and other great calamities; and even the tragic visitation which overwhelmed 
the city of Galveston made evident the sentiments of sympathy and Christian charity by virtue of which we are one 
united people. 
 
Now, therefore, I, William McKinley, President of the United States, do hereby appoint and set apart Thursday, the 29th 
of November next, to be observed by all the people of the United States, at home or abroad, as a day of thanksgiving 
and praise to Him who holds the nations in the hollow of His hand. I recommend that they gather in their several places 
of worship and devoutly give Him thanks for the prosperity wherewith He has endowed us, for seedtime and harvest, for 
the valor, devotion, and humanity of our armies and navies, and for all His benefits to us as individuals and as a nation; 
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and that they humbly pray for the continuance of His divine favor, for concord and amity with other nations, and for 
righteousness and peace in all our ways. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city 
of Washington, this twenty-ninth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred, and of the 
independence of the United States the one hundred and twenty-fifth. 
 
WILLIAM McKINLEY 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1901 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season is night when, according to the time-hallowed custom of our people, the President appoints a day as the 
especial occasion for praise and thanksgiving to God. This Thanksgiving finds the people still bowed with sorrow for the 
death of a great and good President. We mourn President McKinley because we so loved and honored him; and the 
manner of his death should awaken in the breasts of our people a keen anxiety for the country, and at the same time a 
resolute purpose not to be driven by any calamity from the path of a strong, orderly, popular liberty, which, as a nation, 
we have thus far safely trod. 
 
Yet, in spite of this great disaster, it is nevertheless true that no people on earth have such abundant cause for 
thanksgiving as we have. The past year, in particular, has been one of peace and plenty. We have prospered in things 
material, and have been able to work for our own uplifting in things intellectual and spiritual. Let us remember that, as 
much has been given us, much will be expected from us, and that true homage comes from the heart as well as from the 
lips, and shows itself in deeds. We can best prove our thankfulness to the Almighty by the way in which on this earth and 
at this time each of us does his duty to his fellow-men. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, do hereby designate as a day of general 
thanksgiving Thursday, the 28th of this present November, and do recommend that throughout the land the people 
cease from their wonted occupations, and at their several homes and places of worship reverently thank the giver of all 
good for the countless blessings of our national life. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city 
of Washington, this second day of November in the year of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and One and of the 
Independence of the United States the One Hundred and Twenty-sixth. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1902 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
According to the yearly custom of our people, it falls upon the President at this season to appoint a day of festival and 
thanksgiving to God. Over a century and a quarter has passed since this country took its place among the nations of the 
earth, and during that time we have had, on the whole, more to be thankful for than has fallen to the lot of any other 
people. Generation after generation has grown to manhood and passed away. Each has had to bear its peculiar burdens, 
each to face its special crisis, and each has known cares of grim trial, when the country was menaced by malice domestic 
or foreign levy, when the hand of the Lord was heavy upon it in drought or flood or pestilence, when in bodily distress 
and in anguish of soul it paid the penalty of folly and a froward heart. Nevertheless, decade by decade we have struggled 
onward and upward; we now abundantly enjoy material well-being, and under the favor of the Most High we are 
striving earnestly to achieve moral and spiritual uplifting. The year that has just closed has been one of peace and of 
overflowing plenty. Rarely has any people enjoyed greater prosperity than we are now enjoying. For this we render 
heartfelt thanks to the giver of Good; and we will seek to praise Him, not by words only, but by deeds, by the way in 
which we do our duty to ourselves and to our fellow-men. 
 
Now, wherefore, I, Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, do hereby designate as a day of general 
thanksgiving, Thursday, the twenty-seventh of the coming November, and do recommend that throughout the land the 
people cease from their ordinary occupations, and in their several homes and places of worship render thanks unto 
Almighty God for the manifold blessings of the past year. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city 
of Washington, this twenty-ninth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and two, and of the 
Independence of the United States the one hundred and twenty-seventh. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1903 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season is at hand when, according to the customs of our people, it falls upon the President to appoint a day of 
praise and thanksgiving to God. 
 
During the last year the Lord has dealt bountifully with us, giving us peace at home and abroad, and the chance for our 
citizens to work for their welfare unhindered by war, famine, or plague. It behooves us not only to rejoice greatly 
because of what has been given us, but to accept it with a solemn sense of responsibility, realizing that under heaven it 
rests with us ourselves to show that we are worthy to use aright what has thus been entrusted to our care. In no other 
place and at no other time has the experiment of government of the people, by the people, for the people, been tried 
on so vast a scale as here in our own country in the opening years of the twentieth century. Failure would not only be a 
dreadful thing for us, but a dreadful thing for all mankind, because it would mean loss of hope for all who believe in the 
power and the righteousness of liberty. 
 
Therefore, in thanking God for the mercies extended to us in the past, we beseech Him that He may not withhold them 
in the future, and that our hearts may be roused to war steadfastly for good and against all the forces of evil, public and 
private. We pray for strength and light, so that in the coming years we may with cleanliness, fearlessness, and wisdom, 
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do our allotted work on the earth in such manner as to show that we are not altogether unworthy of the blessings we 
have received. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, do hereby designate as a day of general 
thanksgiving, Thursday, the 26th of the coming November, and do recommend that throughout the land people cease 
from their wonted occupations, and in their several homes and places of worship render thanks unto Almighty God for 
His manifold mercies. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 31st day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and three, 
and of the Independence of the United States the one hundred and twenty-eighth. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1904 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has pleased Almighty God to bring the American people in safety and honor through another year, and, in accordance 
with the long unbroken custom handed down to us by our forefathers, the time has come when a special day shall be 
set apart in which to thank Him, who holds all nations in the hollow of His hand, for the mercies thus vouchsafed to us. 
During the century and a quarter of our national life, we, as a people, have been blessed beyond all others, and for this 
we owe humble and heartfelt thanks to the author of all blessings. 
 
The year that has closed has been one of peace within our own borders as well as between us and all other nations. The 
harvests have been abundant, and those who work, whether with hand or brain, are prospering greatly. Reward has 
waited upon honest effort. We have been enabled to do our duty to ourselves and to others. Never has there been a 
time when religious and charitable effort have been more evident. Much has been given to us and much will be 
expected from us. We speak of what has been done by this nation in no spirit of boastfulness or vainglory, but with full 
and reverent realization that our strength is as nothing unless we are helped from above. 
 
Hitherto we have been given the heart and strength to do the tasks allotted to us as they severally arose. We are 
thankful for all that has been done for us in the past, and we pray that in the future we may be strengthened in the 
unending struggle to do our duty fearlessly and honestly, with charity and good will, with respect for ourselves and with 
love toward our fellow-men. In this great Republic, the effort to combine national strength with personal freedom is 
being tried on a scale more gigantic than ever before in the world’s history. Our success will mean much, not only for 
ourselves, but for the future of all mankind, and every man or woman in our land should feel the grave responsibility 
resting upon him or her, for in the last analysis this success must depend upon the high average of our individual 
citizenship, upon the way in which each of us does his duty by himself and his neighbors. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, do hereby appoint and set apart Thursday, the 
twenty-fourth of this November, to be observed as a day of festival and thanksgiving by all the people of the United 
States at home or abroad, and do recommend that on that day they cease from their ordinary occupations and gather in 
their several places of worship or in their homes, devoutly to give thanks unto almighty God for the benefits He has 
conferred upon us as individuals and as a nation, and to beseech Him that in the future His divine favor may be 
continued to us. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
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Done at the city of Washington, this 1st day of November, in the year of our Lord One thousand nine hundred and four, 
and of the independence of the United States the One hundred and twenty-ninth. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1905 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
When nearly three centuries ago the first settlers came to the country which has now become this great republic they 
fronted not only hardship and privation, but terrible risk to their lives. In those grim years the custom grew of setting 
apart one day in each year for a special service of thanksgiving to the Almighty for preserving the people through the 
changing seasons. The custom has now become national and hallowed by immemorial usage. We live in easier and more 
plentiful times than our forefathers, the men who with rugged strength faced the rugged days; and yet the dangers to 
national life as quite as great now as at any previous time in our history. 
 
It is eminently fitting that once a year our people should set apart a day for praise and thanksgiving to the Giver of Good, 
and at the same time that they express their thankfulness for the abundant mercies received should manfully 
acknowledge their shortcomings and pledge themselves solemnly and in good faith to strive to overcome them. 
 
During the past year we have been blessed with bountiful crops. Our business prosperity has been great. No other 
people has ever stood on as high a level of material well-being as we now stand. We are not threatened by foes from 
without. The foes from whom we should pray to be delivered are our own passions, appetites, and follies; and against 
these there is always need that we should war. 
 
Therefore I now set apart Thursday, the 30th day of this November, as a day of thanksgiving for the past and of prayer 
for the future, and on that day I ask that throughout the land the people gather in their homes and places of worship 
and, in rendering thanks unto the Most High for the manifold blessings of the past year, consecrate themselves to a life 
of cleanliness, honor, and wisdom, so that this nation may do its allotted work on the earth in a manner worthy of those 
who founded it and of those who preserved it. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this second day of November in the year of our Lord One thousand nine Hundred and 
five, and of the Independence of the United States the One hundred and Thirtieth. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1906 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The time of year has come when, in accordance with the wise custom of our forefathers, it becomes my duty to set aside 
a special day of thanksgiving and praise to the Almighty because of the blessings we have received, and of prayer that 
these blessings may be continued. Yet another year of widespread well-being has passed. Never before in our history or 
in the history of any other nation has a people enjoyed more abounding material prosperity than is ours; a prosperity so 
general that it should rouse in us no spirit of reckless pride, and least of all a spirit of heedless disregard of our 
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responsibilities; but rather a sober sense of our many blessings, and a resolute purpose under Providence, not to forfeit 
them by any action of our own. 
 
Material well-being, indispensable though it is, can never be anything but the foundation of true national greatness and 
happiness. If we build nothing upon this foundation, then our national life will be meaningless and empty as a house 
where only the foundation has been laid. Upon our material well-being must be built a superstructure of individual and 
national life in accordance with the laws of the highest morality, or else our prosperity itself will in the long run turn out 
a curse instead of a blessing. We should be both reverently thankful for what we have received, and earnestly bent upon 
turning it into a means of grace and not of destruction. 
 
Accordingly, I hereby set apart Thursday, the 29th day of November next, as a day of thanksgiving and supplication, on 
which the people shall meet in their homes or their churches, devoutly to acknowledge all that has been given them, 
and to pray that they may in addition receive the power to use these gifts aright. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this the 22nd day of October in the year of our Lord 1906, and of the independence of 
the United States 131st. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1907 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Once again the season of the year has come when, in accordance with the custom of our forefathers for generations 
past, the president appoints a day as the special occasion for all our people to give praise and thanksgiving to God. 
 
During the past year we have been free from famine, from pestilence, from war. We are at peace with all the rest of 
mankind. Our natural resources are at least as great as those of any other nation. We believe that in ability to develop 
and take advantage of these resources the average man of this nation stands at least as high as the average man of any 
other. Nowhere else in the world is there such an opportunity for a free people to develop to the fullest extent all its 
powers of body, of mind, and of that which stands above both body and mind ― character. 
 
Much has been given us from on high, and much will rightly be expected of us in return. Into our care the ten talents 
have been entrusted; and we are to be pardoned neither if we squander and waste them, nor yet if we hide them in a 
napkin; for they must be fruitful in our hands. Ever throughout the ages, at all times and among all peoples, prosperity 
has been fraught with danger, and it behooves us to beseech the Giver of all things that we may not fall into lose of ease 
and luxury; that we may not lose our sense of moral responsibility; that we may not forget our duty to God, and to our 
neighbor. 
 
A great democracy like ours, a democracy based upon the principles of orderly liberty, can be perpetuated only if in the 
heart of ordinary citizens there dwells a keen sense of righteousness, and justice. We should earnestly pray that this 
spirit of righteousness and justice may grow in the hearts of all of us, and that our souls may be inclined ever more both 
toward the virtues that tell for gentleness and tenderness, for loving kindness and forbearance, one toward another, 
and toward those no less necessary virtues that make for manliness and rugged hardihood; for without these qualities 
neither nation nor individual can rise to the level of greatness. 
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Now, therefore, I, Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, do set apart Thursday, the 28th day of November, 
as a day for general Thanksgiving and Prayer, and on that day I recommend that the people shall cease from their daily 
work, and in their homes or in their churches, meet devoutly to thank the Almighty for the many and great blessings 
they have received in the past, and to pray that they may be given the strength so to order their lives as to deserve a 
continuation of these blessings in the future. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this the 26th day of October in the year of our Lord, 1907, and of the Independence of 
the United States, the 132nd. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1908 
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Once again the season is at hand when, according to the ancient custom of our people, it becomes the duty of the 
President to appoint a day of prayer and of thanksgiving to God. 
 
Year by year this nation grows in strength and worldly power. During the century and a quarter that has elapsed since 
our entry into the circle of independent peoples, we have grown and prospered in material things to a degree never 
known before, and not now known in any other country. The thirteen colonies which struggled along the seacoast of the 
Atlantic and were hemmed in but a few miles west of tidewater by the Indian-haunted wilderness, have been 
transformed into the mightiest republic which the world has ever seen. Its domains stretch across the continent from 
one to the other of the two greatest oceans, and it exercises dominion alike in the arctic and tropic realms. The growth 
in wealth and population has surpassed even the growth in territory. Nowhere else in the world is the average of 
individual comfort and material well-being as high as in our fortunate land. 
 
For the very reason that in material well-being we have thus abounded, we owe it to the Almighty to show equal 
progress in moral and spiritual things. With a nation, as well the individuals who make up a nation, material well-being is 
an indispensable foundation. But the foundation avails nothing by itself. That life is wasted, and worse than wasted, 
which is spent in piling, heap upon heap, those things which minister merely to the pleasure of the body and to the 
power that rests only on wealth. 
 
Upon material well-being as a foundation must be raised the structure of the lofty life of the spirit, if this nation is 
properly to fulfill its great mission and to accomplish all that we so ardently hope and desire. The things of the body are 
good; the things of the intellect better; but best of all are the things of the soul; for, in the nation as in the individual, in 
the long run it is character that counts. Let us therefore as a people set our faces resolutely against evil, and with broad 
charity, with kindness and good will toward all men, but with unflinching determination to smite down wrong, strive 
with all the strength that is given us for righteousness in public and in private life. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, do set apart Thursday, the 26th day of November 
next, as a day of general thanksgiving and prayer, and on that day I recommend that the people shall cease from their 
daily work, and, in their homes or in their churches, meet devoutly to thank the Almighty for the many and great 
blessings they have received in the past, and to pray that they may be given strength so to order their lives as to deserve 
a continuation of these blessings in the future. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city 
of Washington, this thirty-first day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eight, and of the 
independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-third. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
  
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1909 
BY WILLIAM. H. TAFT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season of the year has returned when, in accordance with the reverent custom established by our forefathers, the 
people of the United States are wont to meet in their usual places of worship on a day of thanksgiving appointed by the 
civil magistrate, to return thanks to God for the great mercies and benefits which they have enjoyed. 
 
During this past year we have been highly blessed. No great calamities of flood or tempest or epidemic sickness have 
befallen us. We have lived in quietness, undisturbed by wars or rumors of war. Peace and the plenty of bounteous crops 
and of great industrial production animate a cheerful and resolute people to all the renewed energies of beneficent 
industry and material and moral progress. It is altogether fitting that we should humbly and gratefully acknowledge the 
divine source of these blessings. 
 
Therefore, I hereby appoint Thursday, the 25th day of November, as a day of general Thanksgiving, and I call upon the 
people on that day, laying aside their usual vocations, to repair to their churches and unite in appropriate services of 
praise and thanks to Almighty God. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 15th day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and nine, 
and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-fourth. 
 
WILLIAM H. TAFT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1910 
BY WILLIAM. H. TAFT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
This year of 1910 is drawing to a close. The records of population and harvests, which are the index of progress, show 
vigorous national growth and the health and prosperous wellbeing of our communities throughout this land and in our 
possessions beyond the seas. These blessings have not descended upon us in restricted measure, but overflow and 
abound. They are the blessings and bounty of God. 
 
We continue to be at peace with the rest of the world. In all essential matters our relations with other peoples are 
harmonious, with an ever growing reality of friendliness and depth of recognition of mutual dependence. It is especially 
to be noted that during the past year great progress has been achieved in the case of arbitration and the peaceful 
settlement of international disputes. 
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Now therefore I, William Howard Taft, President of the United States of America, in accordance with the wise custom of 
the civil magistrates since the first settlement in this land and with the rule established from the foundation of this 
Government, do appoint Thursday, November 24, 1910, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer, enjoining the 
people upon that day to meet in their churches for the praise of the Almighty God and to return heartfelt thanks to Him 
for all His goodness and loving kindness. 
 
WILLIAM H. TAFT  
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1911 
BY WILLIAM. H. TAFT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The people of this land having by long sanction and practice set apart toward the close of each passing year a day on 
which to cease from their labors and assemble for the purpose of giving praise to Him who is the author of the blessings 
they have enjoyed, it is my duty as Chief Executive to designate at this time the day for the fulfillment of this devout 
purpose. 
 
Our country has been signally favored in many ways. The round of the seasons has brought rich harvests. Our industries 
have thrived far beyond our domestic needs; the productions of our labor are daily finding enlarged markets abroad. We 
have been free from the curses of pestilence, of famine and of war. Our national councils have furthered the cause of 
peace in other lands, and the spirit of benevolence has brought us into closer touch with other peoples, to the 
strengthening of the bonds of fellowship and good will that link us to our comrades in the universal brotherhood of 
nations. Strong in the sense of our own rights and inspired by as strong a sense of the rights of others, we live in peace 
and harmony with the world. Rich in the priceless possessions and abundant resources wherewith the unstinted bounty 
of God has endowed us, we are unselfishly glad when other peoples pass onward to prosperity and peace. That the 
great privileges we enjoy may continue and that each coming year may see our country more firmly established in the 
regard and esteem of our fellow nations is the prayer that should arise in every thankful heart. 
 
Wherefore I, William Howard Taft, President of the United States, designate Thursday, the 30th day of November next, 
as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and I earnestly call upon my countrymen and upon all that dwell under the flag of 
our beloved country then to meet in their accustomed places of worship to join in offering prayer to Almighty God and 
devout thanks for the loving mercies He has given to us. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
 
Done at the City of Chicago, this 30th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eleven and 
of the independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-sixth. 
 
BY THE PRESIDENT 
[WILLIAM H. TAFT] 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1912 
BY WILLIAM. H. TAFT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
A God-fearing nation, like ours, owes it to its inborn and sincere sense of moral duty to testify its devout gratitude to the 
All-giver for the countless benefits it has enjoyed. For many years it has been customary at the close of the year for the 
national Executive to call upon his fellow-countrymen to offer praise and thanks to God for the manifold blessings 
vouchsafed to them in the past and to unite in earnest suppliance for their continuance. 
 
The year now drawing to a close has been notably favorable to our fortunate land. at peace within and without; free 
from the perturbations and calamities that have afflicted other peoples. rich in harvests so abundant and in industries so 
productive that the overflow of our prosperity has advantaged the whole world; strong in the steadfast conservation of 
the heritage of self-government bequeathed to us by the wisdom of our fathers and firm in the resolve to transmit that 
heritage unimpaired but rather improved by good use, to our children and our children’s children for all time to come, 
the people of this country have abounding cause for contented gratitude. 
 
Wherefore, I, William Howard Taft, President of the United States of America, in pursuance of long-established usage, 
and in response to the wish of the American people, invite my countrymen, wheresoever they may sojourn, to join, on 
Thursday the twenty-eighth day of this month of November, in appropriate ascription of praise and thanks to god for the 
good gifts that have been our portion, and in humble prayer that His great mercies toward us may endure. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
 
 
Done at the City of Washington this seventh day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
twelve and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-seventh. 
 
WM. H. TAFT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1913 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season is at hand in which it has been our long respected custom as a people to turn in praise and thanksgiving to 
Almighty God for his manifold mercies and blessings to us as a nation. The year that has just passed has been marked in 
a peculiar degree by manifestations of His gracious and beneficent providence. We have not only had peace throughout 
our own borders and with the nations of the world but that peace has been brightened by constantly multiplying 
evidences of genuine friendship, of mutual sympathy and understanding, and of the happy operation of many elevating 
influences both of ideal and of practice. The nation has not only been prosperous but has proved its capacity to take 
calm counsel amidst the rapid movement of affairs and deal with its own life in a spirit of candor, righteousness and 
comity. We have seen the practical completion of a great work at the Isthmus of Panama which not only exemplifies the 
nation’s abundant resources to accomplish what it will and the distinguished skill and capacity of its public servants but 
also promises the beginning of a new age, of new contacts, new neighborhoods, new sympathies, new bonds, and new 
achievements of cooperation and peace. “Righteousness exalteth a nation” and “peace upon earth, good will towards 
men” furnish the only foundations upon which can be built the lasting achievements of the human spirit. The year has 
brought us the satisfactions of work well done and fresh visions of our duty which will make the work of the future 
better still. 
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Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday the 
twenty-seventh of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and invite the people throughout the land to 
cease from their wonted occupations and in their several homes and places of worship render thanks to almighty God. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington, this in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and thirteen and of the 
independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-eighth. 
 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1914 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has long been the honored custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in praise and thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for his many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. The year that is now drawing to a close since we 
last observed our day of national thanksgiving has been, while a year of discipline because of the mighty forces of war 
and of change which have disturbed the world, also a year of special blessing for us. 
 
 
It has been vouchsafed to us to remain at peace, with honor, and in some part to succor the suffering and supply the 
needs of those who are in want. We have been privileged by our own peace and self-control in some degree to steady 
the counsels and shape the hopes and purposes of a day of fear and distress. Our people have looked upon their own 
life as a nation with deeper comprehension, a fuller realization of their responsibilities as well as of their blessings, and a 
keener sense of the moral and practical significance of what their part among the nations of the world may come to be. 
The hurtful effects of foreign war in their own industrial and commercial affairs have made them feel the more fully and 
see the more clearly their mutual interdependence upon one another and has stirred them to a helpful cooperation such 
as they have seldom practiced before. They have been quickened by a great moral stimulation. Their unmistakable ardor 
for peace, their earnest pity and disinterested sympathy for those who are suffering, their readiness to help and to think 
of the needs of others, has revealed them to themselves as well as to the world. 
 
Our crops will feed all who need food; the self-possession of our people amidst the most serious anxieties and 
difficulties and the steadiness and resourcefulness of our business men will serve other nations as well as our own. 
 
The business of the country has been supplied with new instrumentalities and the commerce of the world with new 
channels of trade and intercourse. The Panama Canal has been opened to the commerce of the nations. The two 
continents of America have been bound in closer ties of friendship. new instrumentalities of international trade have 
been created which will be also new instrumentalities of acquaintance, intercourse, and mutual service. Never before 
have the people of the United States been so situated for their own advantage or the advantage of their neighbors or so 
equipped to serve themselves and mankind. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday the 
twenty-sixth of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and invite the people throughout the land to cease 
from their wonted occupations and in their several homes and places of worship render thanks to Almighty God. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
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Done at the City of Washington, this twenty-eighth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
and fourteen and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-ninth. 
 
WOODROW WILSON. 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1915 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has long been the honored custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in praise and thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for his many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. The year that is now drawing to a close since we 
last observed our day of national thanksgiving has been, while a year of discipline because of the mighty forces of war 
and of change which have disturbed the world, also a year of special blessing for us. 
 
Another year of peace has been vouchsafed us; another year in which not only to take thought of our duty to ourselves 
and to mankind but also to adjust ourselves to the many responsibilities thrust upon us by a war which has involved 
almost the whole of Europe. We have been able to assert our rights and the rights of mankind without breach of 
friendship with the great nations with whom we have had to deal; and while we have asserted rights we have been able 
also to perform duties and exercise privileges of succor and helpfulness which should serve to demonstrate our desire to 
make the offices of friendship the means of truly disinterested and unselfish service. Our ability to serve all who could 
avail themselves of our services in the midst of crisis has been increased, by a gracious Providence, by more and more 
abundant crops. our ample financial resources have enabled us to steady the markets of the world and facilitate 
necessary movements of commerce which the war might otherwise have rendered impossible; and our people have 
come more and more to a sober realization of the part they have been called upon to play in a time when all the world is 
shaken by unparalleled distresses and disasters. The extraordinary circumstances of such a time have done much to 
quicken our national consciousness and deepen and confirm our confidence in the principles of peace and freedom by 
which we have always sought to be guided. Out of darkness and perplexity have come firmer counsels of policy and 
clearer perceptions of the essential welfare of the nation. We have prospered while other peoples were at war, but our 
prosperity has been vouchsafed us, we believe, only that we might the better perform the functions which war rendered 
it impossible for them to perform. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday the 
twenty-fifth of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and invite the people throughout the land to cease 
from their wonted occupations and in their several homes and places of worship render thanks to Almighty God. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
 
Done at the City of Washington this twentieth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
fifteen and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and fortieth. 
 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1916 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has long been the custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in praise and thanksgiving to 
Almighty God for His many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. The year that has elapsed since we last observed our 
day of thanksgiving has been rich in blessings to us as a people, but the whole face of the world has been darkened by 
war. In the midst of our peace and happiness, our thoughts dwell with painful disquiet upon the struggles and sufferings 
of the nations at war and of the peoples upon whom war has brought disaster without choice or possibility of escape on 
their part. We cannot think of our own happiness without thinking also of their pitiful distress. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do appoint Thursday, the thirtieth of 
November, as a day of National Thanksgiving and Prayer, and urge and advise the people to resort to their several places 
of worship on that day to render thanks to Almighty God for the blessings of peace and unbroken prosperity which He 
has bestowed upon our beloved country in such unstinted measure. And I also urge and suggest our duty in this our day 
of peace and abundance to think in deep sympathy of the stricken peoples of the world upon whom the curse and terror 
of war has so pitilessly fallen, and to contribute out of our abundant means to the relief of their suffering. Our people 
could in no better way show their real attitude towards the present struggle of the nations than by contributing out of 
their abundance to the relief of the suffering which war has brought in its train. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
 
Done at the City of Washington this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
and sixteen and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and forty-first.  
 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1917 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has long been the honored custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in praise and thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for His many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. That custom we can follow now even in the midst 
of the tragedy of a world shaken by war and immeasurable disaster, in the midst of sorrow and great peril, because even 
amidst the darkness that has gathered about us we can see the great blessings God has bestowed upon us, blessings 
that are better than mere peace of mind and prosperity of enterprise. 
 
We have been given the opportunity to serve mankind as we once served ourselves in the great day of our Declaration 
of Independence, by taking up arms against a tyranny that threatened to master and debase men everywhere and 
joining with other free peoples in demanding for all the nations of the world what we then demanded and obtained for 
ourselves. In this day of the revelation of our duty not only to defend our own rights as nation but to defend also the 
rights of free men throughout the world, there has been vouchsafed us in full and inspiring measure the resolution and 
spirit of united action. We have been brought to one mind and purpose. A new vigor of common counsel and common 
action has been revealed in us. We should especially thank God that in such circumstances, in the midst of the greatest 
enterprise the spirits of men have ever entered upon, we have, if we but observe a reasonable and practicable economy, 
abundance with which to supply the needs of those associated with us as well as our own. A new light shines about us. 
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The great duties of a new day awaken a new and greater national spirit in us. We shall never again be divided or wonder 
what stuff we are made of. 
 
And while we render thanks for these things let us pray Almighty God that in all humbleness of spirit we may look always 
to Him for guidance; that we may be kept constant in the spirit and purpose of service; that by His grace our minds may 
be directed and our hands strengthened; and that in His good time liberty and security and peace and the comradeship 
of a common justice may be vouchsafed all the nations of the earth. 
 
Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-
ninth day of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and invite the people throughout the land to cease 
upon that day from their ordinary occupations and in their several homes and places of worship to render thanks to 
God, the great ruler of nations. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
 
Done in the District of Columbia this 7th day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
seventeen and of the independence of the United States of America the one hundred and forty-second. 
 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1918 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
It has long been our custom to turn in the autumn of the year in praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God for His many 
blessings and mercies to us as a nation. This year we have special and moving cause to be grateful and to rejoice. God 
has in His good pleasure given us peace. It has not come as a mere cessation of arms, a mere relief from the strain and 
tragedy of war. It has come as a great triumph of right. Complete victory has brought us, not peace alone, but the 
confident promise of a new day as well in which justice shall replace force and jealous intrigue among the nations. Our 
gallant armies have participated in a triumph which is not marred or stained by any purpose of selfish aggression. In a 
righteous cause they have won immortal glory and have nobly served their nation in serving mankind. God has indeed 
been gracious. We have cause for such rejoicing as revives and strengthens in us all the best traditions of our national 
history. A new day shines about us, in which our hearts take new courage and look forward with new hope to new and 
greater duties. 
 
While we render thanks for these things, let us not forget to seek the Divine guidance in the performance of those 
duties, and divine mercy and forgiveness for all errors of act or purpose, and pray that in all that we do we shall 
strengthen the ties of friendship and mutual respect upon which we must assist to build the new structure of peace and 
good will among the nations. 
 
Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-
eighth day of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and invite the people throughout the land to cease 
upon that day from their ordinary occupations and in their several homes and places of worship to render thanks to 
God, the ruler of nations. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
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Done in the district of Columbia this sixteenth day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
eighteen and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and forty-third. 
 
WOODROW WILSON 
  
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1919 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season of the year has again arrived when the people of the United States are accustomed to unite in giving thanks 
to Almighty God for the blessings which He has conferred upon our country during the twelve months that have passed. 
A year ago our people poured out their hearts in praise and thanksgiving that through divine aid the right was victorious 
and peace had come to the nations which had so courageously struggled in defense of human liberty and justice. Now 
that the stern task is ended and the fruits of achievement are ours, we look forward with confidence to the dawn on an 
era where the sacrifices of the nations will find recompense in a world at peace. 
 
But to attain the consummation of the great work to which the American people devoted their manhood and the vast 
resources of their country they should, as they give thanks to God, reconsecrate themselves to those principles of right 
which triumphed through His merciful goodness. Our gratitude can find no more perfect expression than to bulwark 
with loyalty and patriotism those principles for which the free peoples of the earth fought and died. 
 
During the past year we have had much to make us grateful. In spite of the confusion in our economic life resulting from 
the war we have prospered. Our harvests have been plentiful, and of our abundance we have been able to render succor 
to less favored nations. Our democracy remains unshaken in a world torn with political and social unrest. Our traditional 
ideals are still our guides in the path of progress and civilization. 
 
These great blessings, vouchsafed to us, for which we devoutly give thanks, should arouse us to a fuller sense of our duty 
to ourselves and to mankind to see to it that nothing that we may do shall mar the completeness of the victory which we 
helped to win. No selfish purpose animated us in becoming participants in the world war, and with a like spirit of 
unselfishness we should strive to aid by our example and by our cooperation in realizing the enduring welfare of all 
peoples and in bringing into being a world ruled by friendship and good will. 
 
 
Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-
seventh day of November next, for observance as a day of thanksgiving and prayer by my fellow-countrymen, inviting 
them to cease on that day from their ordinary tasks and to unite in their homes and in their several places of worship in 
ascribing praise and thanksgiving to God the Author of all blessings and the Master of our destinies. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  
 
Done in the District of Columbia this 5th day of November in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen, and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and forty-fourth. 
 
WOODROW WILSON 
  
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1920 
BY WOODROW WILSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season again approaches when it behooves us to turn from the distractions and preoccupations of our daily life, that 
we may contemplate the mercies which have been vouchsafed to us, and render heartfelt and unfeigned thanks unto 
God for His manifold goodness. 
 
This is an old observance of the American people, deeply imbedded in our thought and habit. The burdens and the 
stresses of life have their own insistence. 
 
We have abundant cause for thanksgiving. The lesions of the war are rapidly healing. The great army of freemen, which 
America sent to the defense of Liberty, returning to the grateful embrace of the nation, has resumed the useful pursuits 
of peace, as simply and as promptly as it rushed to arms in obedience to the country’s call. The equal justice of our laws 
has received steady vindication in the support of a law-abiding people against various and sinister attacks, which have 
reflected only the baser agitations of war, now happily passing. 
 
In plenty, security and peace, our virtuous and self-reliant people face the future, its duties and its opportunities. May 
we have vision to discern our duties; the strength, both of hand and resolve, to discharge them; and the soundness of 
heart to realize that the truest opportunities are those of service. 
 
In a spirit, then, of devotion and stewardship we should give thanks in our hearts, and dedicate ourselves to the service 
of God’s merciful and loving purposes to His children. 
Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-fifth day of 
November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and I call upon my countrymen to cease from their ordinary tasks 
and avocations upon that day, giving it up to the remembrance of God and His blessings, and their dutiful and grateful 
acknowledgment. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done in the district of Columbia this twelfth day of November, in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty, and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and forty-fifth. 
 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1921 
BY WARREN G. HARDING, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
That season has come when, alike in pursuance of a devout people’s time-honored custom and in grateful recognition of 
favoring national fortunes, it is proper that the President should summon the nation to a day of devotion, of 
thanksgiving for blessings bestowed, and of prayer for guidance in modes of life that may deserve continuance of Divine 
favor. 
 
Foremost among our blessings is the return of peace, and the approach to normal ways again. The year has brought us 
again into relations of amity with all nations, after a long period of struggle and turbulence. In thankfulness therefore, 
we may well unite in the hope that Providence will vouchsafe approval to the things we have done, the aims which have 
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guided us, the aspirations which have inspired us. We shall be prospered as we shall deserve prosperity, seeking not 
alone for the material things but for those of the spirit as well; earnestly trying to help others; asking, before all else, the 
privilege of service. As we render thanks anew for the exaltation which came to us, we may fittingly petition that 
moderation and wisdom shall be granted to rest upon all who are in authority, in the tasks they must discharge. Their 
hands will be steadied, their purposes strengthened, in answer to our prayers. 
 
Ours has been a favored nation in the bounty which God has bestowed upon it. The great trial of humanity, though 
indeed we bore our part as well as we were able, left us comparatively little scarred. It is for us to recognize that we 
have been thus favored, and when we gather at our altars to offer up thanks, we will do well to pledge, in humility and 
all sincerity, our purpose to prove deserving. We have been raised up and preserved in national power and 
consequence, as part of a plan whose wisdom we cannot question. Thus believing, we can do no less than hold our 
nation the willing instrument of the Providence which has so wonderfully favored us. Opportunity for very great service 
awaits us if we shall prove equal to it. Let our prayers be raised, for direction in the right paths. Under God, our 
responsibility is great; to our own first, to all men afterward; to all mankind in God’s own justice. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Warren G. Harding, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-
fourth day of November, to be observed by the people as a day of Thanksgiving, devotion and prayer; urging that at 
their hearthsides and their altars they will give thanks for all that has been rendered unto them, and will pray for a 
continuance of the Divine fortune which has been showered so generously upon this nation.  
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this thirty-first day of October in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one, and of the independence of the United States of America the one hundred and forty-sixth. 
 
WARREN G. HARDING 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1922 
BY WARREN G. HARDING, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In the beginnings of our country the custom was established by the devout fathers of observing annually a day of 
Thanksgiving for the bounties and protection which Divine Providence had extended throughout the year. It has come to 
be perhaps the most characteristic of our national observances, and as the season approaches for its annual recurrence, 
it is fitting formally to direct attention to this ancient institution of our people and to call upon them again to unite in its 
appropriate celebration. 
 
 
The year which now approaches its end has been marked, in the experience of our nation, by a complexity of trials and 
of triumphs, of difficulties and of achievements, which we must regard as our inevitable portion in such an epoch as that 
through which all mankind is moving. As we survey the experience of the passing twelve-month we shall find that our 
estate presents very much to justify a nationwide and most sincere testimony of gratitude for the bounty which has 
been bestowed upon us. Though we have lived in the shadow of the hard consequences of great conflict, our country 
has been at peace and has been able to contribute toward the maintenance and perpetuation of peace in the world. We 
have seen the race of mankind make gratifying progress on the way to permanent peace, toward order and restored 
confidence in its high destiny. For the Divine guidance which has enabled us, in growing fraternity with other peoples, to 
attain so much of progress; for the bounteous yield which has come to us from the resources of our soil and our 
industry, we owe our tribute of gratitude, and with it our acknowledgment of the duty and obligation to our own people 
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and to the unfortunate, the suffering, the distracted of other lands. Let us in all humility acknowledge how great is our 
debt to the Providence which has generously dealt with us, and give devout assurance of unselfish purpose to play a 
helpful and ennobling part in human advancement. It is much to be desired that in rendering homage for the blessings 
which have come to us, we should earnestly testify our continued and increasing aim to make our own great fortune a 
means of helping and serving, as best we can, the cause of all humanity. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Warren G. Harding, President of the United States of America, do designate Thursday, the thirtieth 
day of November, as a day of Thanksgiving, supplication and devotion. I recommend that the people gather at their 
family altars and in their houses of worship to render thanks to God for the bounties they have enjoyed and to petition 
that these may be continued in the year before us. 
  
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this second day of November, in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and forty-seventh. 
 
WARREN G. HARDING 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1923 
BY CALVIN COOLIDGE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The American people, from their earliest days, have observed the wise custom of acknowledging each year the bounty 
with which divine Providence has favored them. In the beginnings, this acknowledgment was a voluntary return of 
thanks by the community for the fruitfulness of the harvest. Though our mode of life has greatly changed, this custom 
has always survived. It has made thanksgiving day not only one of the oldest but one of the most characteristic 
observances of our country. On that day, in home and church, in family and in public gatherings, the whole nation has 
for generations paid the tribute due from grateful hearts for blessings bestowed. 
 
To center our thought in this way upon the favor which we have been shown has been altogether wise and desirable. It 
has given opportunity justly to balance the good and the evil which we have experienced. In that we have never failed to 
find reasons for being grateful to God for a generous preponderance of the good. Even in the least propitious times, a 
broad contemplation of our whole position has never failed to disclose overwhelming reasons for thankfulness. Thus 
viewing our situation, we have found warrant for a more hopeful and confident attitude toward the future. 
 
In this current year, we now approach the time which has been accepted by custom as most fitting for the calm survey 
of our estate and the return of thanks. We shall the more keenly realize our good fortune, if we will, in deep sincerity, 
give to it due thought, and more especially, if we will compare it with that of any other community in the world. 
The year has brought to our people two tragic experiences which have deeply affected them. One was the death of our 
beloved President Harding, which has been mourned wherever there is a realization of the worth of high ideals, noble 
purpose and unselfish service carried even to the end of supreme sacrifice. His loss recalled the nation to a less captious 
and more charitable attitude. It sobered the whole thought of the country. A little later came the unparalleled disaster 
to the friendly people of Japan. This called forth from the people of the United States a demonstration of deep and 
humane feeling. It was wrought into the substance of good works. It created new evidences of our international 
friendship, which is a guarantee of world peace. It replenished the charitable impulse of the country. 
 
By experiences such as these, men and nations are tested and refined. We have been blessed with much of material 
prosperity. We shall be better able to appreciate it if we remember the privations others have suffered, and we shall be 
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the more worthy of it if we use it for their relief. We will do well then to render thanks for the good that has come to us, 
and show by our actions that we have become stronger, wiser, and truer by the chastenings which have been imposed 
upon us. We will thus prepare ourselves for the part we must take in a world which forever needs the full measure of 
service. We have been a most favored people. We ought to be a most generous people. We have been a most blessed 
people. We ought to be a most thankful people. 
 
Wherefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, do hereby fix and designate Thursday, the twenty-ninth 
day of November, as Thanksgiving Day, and recommend its general observance throughout the land. It is urged that the 
people, gathering in their homes and their usual places of worship, give expression to their gratitude for the benefits 
and blessings that a gracious Providence has bestowed upon them, and seek the guidance of Almighty God, that they 
may deserve a continuance of His favor. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington, this 5th day of November, in the year of our Lord, One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Twenty-three, and of the Independence of the United States, the One Hundred and Forty-eighth. 
 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1924 
BY CALVIN COOLIDGE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
We approach that season of the year when it has been the custom for the American people to give thanks for the good 
fortune which the bounty of Providence, through the generosity of nature, has visited upon them. It is altogether a good 
custom. It has the sanction of antiquity and the approbation of our religious convictions. In acknowledging the receipt of 
divine favor, in contemplating the blessings which have been bestowed upon us, we shall reveal the spiritual strength of 
the nation. 
 
The year has been marked by a continuation of peace whereby our country has entered into a relationship of better 
understanding with all the other nations of the earth. Ways have been revealed to us by which we could perform very 
great service through the giving of friendly counsel, through the extension of financial assistance, and through the 
exercise of a spirit of neighborly kindliness to less favored peoples. We should give thanks for the power which has been 
given into our keeping, with which we have been able to render these services to the rest of mankind. 
 
At home we have continually had an improving state of the public health. The production of our industries has been 
large and our harvests have been bountiful. We have been remarkably free from disorder and remarkably successful in 
all those pursuits which flourish during a state of domestic peace. An abundant prosperity has overspread the land. We 
shall do well to accept all these favors and bounties with a becoming humility, and dedicate them to the service of the 
righteous cause of the Giver of all good and perfect gifts. As the nation has prospered let all the people show that they 
are worthy to prosper by rededicating America to the service of God and man. 
 
Therefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States of America, hereby proclaim and fix Thursday, the twenty-
seventh day of November, as a day of National thanksgiving. I recommend that the people gather in their places of 
worship, and at the family altars, and offer up their thanks for the goodness which has been shown to them in such a 
multitude of ways. Especially I urge them to supplicate the Throne of Grace that they may gather strength from their 
tribulations, that they may gain humility from their victories, that they may bear without complaining the burdens that 
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shall be placed upon them, and that they may be increasingly worthy in all ways of the blessings that shall come to 
them. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington., this fifth day of November, in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-four, and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and forty-ninth. 
 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1925 
BY CALVIN COOLIDGE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season approaches when, in accordance with a long established and respected custom, a day is set apart to give 
thanks to Almighty God for the manifold blessings which His gracious and benevolent providence has bestowed upon us 
as a nation and as individuals. 
 
We have been brought with safety and honor through another year, and, through the generosity of nature, He has 
blessed us with resources whose potentiality in wealth is almost incalculable; we are at peace at home and abroad; the 
public health is good; we have been undisturbed by pestilences or great catastrophes; our harvests and our industries 
have been rich in productivity; our commerce spreads over the whole world, and Labor has been well rewarded for its 
remunerative service. 
 
As we have grown and prospered in material things, so also should we progress in moral and spiritual things. We are a 
God-fearing people who should set ourselves against evil and strive for righteousness in living, and observing the Golden 
Rule we should from our abundance help and serve those less fortunately placed. We should bow in gratitude to God for 
His many favors. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, do hereby set apart Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of 
November next as a day of general thanksgiving and prayer, and I recommend that on that day the people shall cease 
from their daily work, and in their homes or in their accustomed places of worship, devoutly give thanks to the Almighty 
for the many and great blessings they have received, and to seek His guidance that they may deserve a continuance of 
His favor. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 26th day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fiftieth. 
 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1926 
BY CALVIN COOLIDGE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As a nation and as individuals we have passed another twelve months in the favor of the Almighty. He has smiled upon 
our fields and they have brought forth plentifully; business has prospered; industries have flourished, and labor has been 
well employed. While sections of our country have been visited by disaster, we have been spared any great national 
calamity or pestilential visitation. We are blessed among the nations of the earth. 
 
Our moral and spiritual life has kept measure with our material prosperity. We are not unmindful of the gratitude we 
owe to God for His watchful care which has pointed out to us the ways of peace and happiness; we should not fail in our 
acknowledgment of His divine favor which has bestowed upon us so many blessings. Neither should we be forgetful of 
those among us who, through stress of circumstances, are less fortunately placed, but by deeds of charity make our 
acknowledgment more acceptable in His sight. 
 
Wherefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, do hereby set apart Thursday, the twenty-fifth day of 
November next as a day of general thanksgiving and prayer, and I recommend that on that day the people shall cease 
from their daily work, and in their homes or in their accustomed places of worship, devoutly give thanks to the Almighty 
for the many and great blessings they have received, and seek His guidance that through good deeds and brotherly love 
they may deserve a continuance of His favor. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington, this thirtieth day of October, in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Twenty-six, and of the Independence of the United States, the One Hundred and Fifty-first. 
 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1927 
BY CALVIN COOLIDGE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Under the guidance and watchful care of a Divine and beneficent Providence this country has been carried safely 
through another year. Almighty God has continued to bestow upon us the light of His countenance, and we have 
prospered. Not alone have we enjoyed material success, but we have advanced in wisdom and in spiritual 
understanding. The products of our fields and our factories and of our manifold activities have been maintained on a 
high level. We have gained in knowledge of the higher values of life. There has been advancement in our physical well-
being. We have increased our desire for the things that minister to the mind and to the soul. We have raised the mental 
and moral standards of life. 
 
We have had the blessings of peace and of honorable and friendly relations with our sister nations throughout the 
world. Disasters visiting certain of our States have touched the heart of a sympathetic nation, which has responded 
generously out of its abundance. In continuing to remember those in affliction we should rejoice in our ability to give 
them relief. 
 
 



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 52 

Now that these twelve months are drawing to a close, it is fitting that, as a nation, and as individuals, in accordance with 
time-honored and sacred custom, we should consider the manifold blessings granted to us. While in gratitude we 
rejoice, we should humbly pray that we may be worthy of a continuation of Divine favor. 
 
Wherefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, do hereby set apart and designate Thursday, the twenty-
fourth day of November, next, as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and recommend and urge that on that day our 
people lay aside their usual tasks, and by the family fireside and in their accustomed places of public worship give thanks 
to Him who holds us all in the hollow of His hand. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this twenty-sixth day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-second. 
 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1928 
BY CALVIN COOLIDGE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The season again approaches when it has been the custom for generations to set apart a day of thanksgiving for the 
blessings which the giver of all good and perfect gifts has bestowed upon us during the year. It is most becoming that we 
should do this, for the goodness and mercy of God which have followed us through the year deserve our grateful 
recognition and acknowledgment. Through His Divine favor peace and tranquility have reigned throughout the land; He 
has protected our country as a whole against pestilence and disaster and has directed us in the ways of National 
prosperity. Our fields have been abundantly productive; our industries have flourished; our commerce has increased; 
wages have been lucrative, and comfort and contentment have followed the undisturbed pursuit of honest toil. As we 
have prospered in material things, so have we also grown and expanded in things spiritual. Through divine inspiration 
we have enlarged our charities and our missions; we have been imbued with high ideals which have operated for the 
benefit of the world and the promotion of the brotherhood of man through peace and good will. 
 
Wherefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, do hereby set apart Thursday, the twenty-ninth day of 
November next as a day of general thanksgiving and prayer, and I recommend that on that day the people shall cease 
from their daily work, and in their homes and in their accustomed places of worship, devoutly give thanks to the 
Almighty for the many and great blessings they have received, and seek His guidance that they may deserve a 
continuance of His favor. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington, this 23d day of October, in the year of our Lord One thousand Nine Hundred and 
Twenty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States, the One Hundred and Fifty-third. 
 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1929 
BY HERBERT HOOVER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
At this season of the year, when the harvest had been gathered in, the thoughts of our forefathers turned toward God 
with thanksgiving for the blessings of plenty and provision against the needs of winter. They came by custom to look to 
the Chief Magistrate to set apart a day of prayer and praise whereon their thanks as a united people might be given with 
one voice in unison. God has greatly blessed us as a nation in the year now drawing to a close. The earth has yielded an 
abundant harvest in most parts of our country. The fruits of industry have been of unexampled quantity and value. Both 
capital and labor have enjoyed an exceptional prosperity. 
 
Assurances of peace, at home and abroad, have been strengthened and enlarged. Progress has been made in provision 
against preventable disasters from flood and pestilence. Enlightenment has grown apace in new revelations of scientific 
truth and in diffusion of knowledge. Educational opportunities have steadily enlarged. Enduring advances have been 
gained in the protection of the public health. Childhood is measurably more secure. New experience and new 
knowledge in many fields have been recorded, from which a deeper wisdom may grow. We should accept these 
blessings with resolution to devote them to service of Almighty God. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States of America, do appoint and set aside Thursday, the 
twenty-eighth day of November, as a day of National Thanksgiving, and do recommend that all our people on that day 
rest from their daily work that they should extend to others less fortunately placed, a share in their abundance, and that 
they gather at their accustomed places of worship, there to render up thanks to Almighty God for His many blessings 
upon them, for his forbearance and goodness. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the great seal of the United States. 
 
Done at the City of Washington, this 5th day of November, in the year of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Twenty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States, the One Hundred and Fifty-fourth. 
 
HERBERT HOOVER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1930 
BY HERBERT HOOVER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Notwithstanding that our forefathers endured the hardships and privations of a primitive life, surrounded by dangers 
and solaced only with meager comforts, they nevertheless bequeathed to us a custom of devoting one day of every year 
to universal thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the blessing of life itself and the means to sustain it, for the sanctuary of 
home and the joys that pervade it, and for the mercies of His protection from accident, sickness, or death. 
  
Our country has many causes for thanksgiving. We have been blest with distinctive evidence of divine favor. As a nation 
we have suffered far less than other peoples from the present world difficulties. We have been free from civil and 
industrial discord. The outlook for peace between nations has been strengthened. In a large view we have made 
progress upon the enduring structure of our institutions. The arts and sciences that enrich our lives and enlarge our 
control of nature have made notable advances. Education has been further extended. We have made gains in the 
prevention of disease and in the protection of childhood. 
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Now, therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, November 
27, 1930, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, and do enjoin the people of the United States so to observe it, calling upon 
them to remember that many of our people are in need and suffering from causes beyond their control, and suggesting 
that a proper celebration of the day should include that we make sure that every person in the community, young and 
old, shall have cause to give thanks for our institutions and for the neighborly sentiment of our people. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 6th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-fifth. 
 
HERBERT HOOVER 
  
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1931 
BY HERBERT HOOVER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
We approach the season when, according to custom dating from the garnering of the first harvest by our forefathers in 
the New World, a day is set apart to give thanks even amid hardships to Almighty God for our temporal and spiritual 
blessings. It has become a hallowed tradition for the Chief Magistrate to proclaim annually a national day of 
thanksgiving. 
 
Our country has cause for gratitude to the Almighty. We have been widely blessed with abundant harvests. We have 
been spared from pestilence and calamities. Our institutions have served the people. Knowledge has multiplied and our 
lives are enriched with its application. Education has advanced, the health of our people has increased. We have dwelt in 
peace with all men. The measure of passing adversity which has come upon us should deepen the spiritual life of the 
people, quicken their sympathies and spirit of sacrifice for others, and strengthen their courage. Many of our neighbors 
are in need from causes beyond their control and the compassion over this winter that they too may have full cause to 
participate in this day of gratitude to the Almighty. 
 
Now, therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, November 
26, 1931, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, and do recommend that our people rest from their daily labors and in their 
homes and accustomed places of worship give devout thanks for the blessings which a merciful Father has bestowed 
upon us. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 3d day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-one, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-sixth. 
 
HERBERT HOOVER 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1932 
BY HERBERT HOOVER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Whereas at this season of the year our people for generations past have always turned their thoughts to thankfulness 
for the blessings of Almighty God, 
 
Now, therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States, do set aside and declare Thursday, November 24, 
1932, as a day of national thanksgiving, and I do urge that they repair to their places of public worship, there to give 
thanks to the beneficent Providence from whom comes all our good; and I do further recommend, inasmuch as this year 
marks the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of George Washington, the father of our country, whose 
immeasurable services to our liberties and our security are blessing perennially renewed upon us, that our people 
refresh their memory of his first thanksgiving Proclamation, which I append and incorporate in this present 
proclamation. 
 
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for 
his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor ― and Whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint 
Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to 
be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them 
an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.” 
 
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by the People of 
these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that 
is, or that will be ― That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks ― for his kind care 
and protection of the People of this country previous to their becoming a Nation ― for the signal and manifold mercies, 
and the favorable interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war ― 
for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed ― for the peaceable and rational 
manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and 
particularly the national One now lately instituted ― for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the 
means we have to acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he 
hath been pleased to confer upon us. 
 
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of 
Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions ― to enable us all, whether in public or 
private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually ― to render our national 
government a blessing to all the People, by constantly being a government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, 
discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed ― to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have 
shown kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord ― to promote the knowledge 
and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science among them and Us ― and generally to grant unto 
all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 3d day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-seventh. 
 
HERBERT HOOVER 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1933 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do set aside and appoint Thursday, the thirtieth day 
of November 1933, to be a Day of Thanksgiving for all our people. 
 
May we on that day in our churches and in our homes give humble thanks for the blessings bestowed upon us during the 
year past by Almighty God. 
May we recall the courage of those who settled a wilderness, the vision of those who founded the Nation, the 
steadfastness of those who in every succeeding generation have fought to keep pure the ideal of equality of opportunity 
and hold clear the goal of mutual help in time of prosperity as in time of adversity. 
 
May we ask guidance in more surely learning the ancient truth that greed and selfishness and striving for undue riches 
can never bring lasting happiness or good to the individual or to his neighbors. 
 
May we be grateful for the passing of dark days; for the new spirit of dependence one on another; for the closer unity of 
all parts of our wide land; for the greater friendship between employers and those who toil; for a clearer knowledge by 
all nations that we seek no conquests and ask only honorable engagements by all peoples to respect the lands and rights 
of their neighbors; for the brighter day to which we can win through by seeking the help of God in a more unselfish 
striving for the common bettering of mankind. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this twenty-first day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-
three and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-eighth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
  
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1934 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-ninth day of 
November, 1934, as a Day of Thanksgiving for the people of the Nation. 
 
Thus to set aside in the autumn of each year a day on which to give thanks to Almighty God for the blessings of life is a 
wise and reverent custom, long cherished by our people. It is fitting that we should again observe this custom. 
 
During the past year we have been given courage and fortitude to meet the problems which have confronted us in our 
national life. Our sense of social justice has deepened. We have been given vision to make new provisions for human 
welfare and happiness, and in a spirit of mutual helpfulness we have cooperated to translate vision into reality. 
 
More greatly have we turned our hearts and minds to things spiritual. We can truly say, 
 
“What profiteth it a nation if it gain the whole world and lose its own soul.” 
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With gratitude in our hearts for what has already been achieved, may we, with the help of God, dedicate ourselves anew 
to work for the betterment of mankind. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 15th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-ninth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1935 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-eighth of 
November, 1935, as a Day of National Thanksgiving. 
 
In traversing a period of national stress our country has been knit together in a closer fellowship of mutual interest and 
common purpose. We can well be grateful that more and more of our people understand and seek the greater good of 
the greater number. We can be grateful that selfish purpose of personal gain, at our neighbor’s loss, less strongly asserts 
itself. We can be grateful that peace at home is strengthened by our growing willingness to common counsel. We can be 
grateful that our peace with other nations continues through recognition of our peaceful purpose. 
 
But in our appreciation of the blessings that Divine Providence has bestowed upon us in America, we shall not rejoice as 
the Pharisee rejoiced. War and strife still live in the world. Rather, must America by example and in practice help to bind 
the wounds of others, strive against disorder and aggression, encourage the lessening of distrust among peoples and 
advance peaceful trade and friendship. 
 
The future of many generations of mankind will be greatly guided by our acts in these present years. We hew a new trail. 
 
Let us then on the day appointed offer our devotions and our humble thanks to Almighty God and pray that the people 
of America will be guided by Him in helping their fellow men. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 12th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixtieth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1936 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday, the 26th day of 
November, 1936, as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
The observance of a day of general thanksgiving by all the people is a practice peculiarly our own, hallowed by usage in 
the days before we were a Nation and sanctioned through succeeding years. 
 
Having safely passed through troubled waters, it is our right to express our gratitude that Divine Providence has 
vouchsafed us wisdom and courage to overcome adversity. Our free institutions have been maintained with no 
abatement of our faith in men. In our relations with other peoples we stand not aloof, but make resolute effort to 
promote international friendship and, by the avoidance of discord, to further world peace, prosperity and happiness. 
 
Coupled with our grateful acknowledgment of the blessings it has been our high privilege to enjoy, we have a deepening 
sense of our solemn responsibility to assure for ourselves and our descendants a future more abundant in faith and in 
security. 
 
Let us, therefore, on the day appointed, each in his own way, but together as a whole people, make due expression of 
our thanksgiving and humbly endeavor to follow in the footsteps of Almighty God. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 12th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-first. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
  
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1937 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-fifth day of 
November 1937 as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
The custom of observing a day of public thanksgiving began in Colonial times and has been given the sanction of national 
observance through many years. It is in keeping with all of our traditions that we, even as our fathers in olden days, give 
humble and hearty thanks for the bounty and the goodness of Divine Providence. 
 
The harvests of our fields have been abundant and many men and women have been given the blessing of stable 
employment. 
 
A period unhappily marked in many parts of the world by strife and threats of war finds our people enjoying the blessing 
of peace. We have no selfish designs against other nations. 
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We have been fortunate in devoting our energies and our resources to constructive purposes and useful works. We have 
sought to fulfill our obligation to use our national heritage by common effort for the common good. 
 
Let us, therefore, on the day appointed forego our usual occupations and, in our accustomed places of worship, each in 
his own way, humbly acknowledge the mercy of God, from whom comes every good and perfect gift. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this ninth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-second. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1938 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-fourth of 
November, 1938, as a day of general Thanksgiving. 
 
Our Fathers set aside such a day as they hewed a nation from the primeval forest. The observance was consecrated 
when George Washington issued a Thanksgiving proclamation in the first year of his presidency. Abraham Lincoln set 
apart “a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.” 
 
Thus from our earliest recorded history, Americans have thanked God for their blessings. In our deepest natures, in our 
very souls, we, like all mankind since the earliest origin of mankind, turn to God in time of trouble and in time of 
happiness. “In God We Trust.” 
 
For the blessings which have been ours during the present year we have ample cause to be thankful. 
 
Our lands have yielded a goodly harvest, and the toiler in shop and mill receives a more just return for his labor. 
 
We have cherished and preserved our democracy. 
 
We have lived in peace and understanding with our neighbors and have seen the world escape the impending disaster of 
a general war. In the time of our fortune it is fitting that we offer prayers for unfortunate people in other lands who are 
in dire distress at this our thanksgiving Season. 
 
Let us remember them in our families and our churches when, on the day appointed, we offer our thanks to Almighty 
God. May we by our way of living merit the continuance of His Goodness. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this Nineteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-third. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
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~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1939 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-third of 
November 1939, as a day of general thanksgiving. 
 
More than three centuries ago, at the season of the gathering in of the harvest, the Pilgrims humbly paused in their 
work and gave thanks to God for the preservation of their community and for the abundant yield of the soil. A century 
and a half later, after the new Nation had been formed, and the charter of government, the Constitution of the Republic, 
had received the assent of the States, President Washington and his successors invited the people of the Nation to lay 
down their tasks one day in the year and give thanks for the blessings that had been granted them by Divine Providence. 
It is fitting that we should continue this hallowed custom and select a day in 1939 to be dedicated to reverent thoughts 
of thanksgiving. 
 
Our Nation has gone steadily forward in the application of democratic processes to economic and social problems. We 
have faced the specters of business depression, of unemployment, and of widespread agricultural distress, and our 
positive efforts to alleviate these conditions have met with heartening results. We have also been permitted to see the 
fruition of measures which we have undertaken in the realms of health, social welfare, and the conservation of 
resources. As a Nation we are deeply grateful that in a world of turmoil we are at peace with all countries, and we 
especially rejoice in the strengthened bonds of our friendship with the other peoples of the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Let us, on the day set aside for this purpose, give thanks to the Ruler of the Universe for the strength which He has 
vouchsafed us to carry o our daily labors and for the hope that lives within us of the coming of a day when peace and the 
productive activities of peace shall reign on every continent. 
 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this thirty-first day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-fourth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1940 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-first 
day of November 1940, to be observed nationally as a day of thanksgiving. 
 
In a year which has seen calamity and sorrow fall upon many peoples elsewhere in the world may we give thanks for our 
preservation. 
 
On the same day, in the same hour, let us pray: 
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Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage; We humbly beseech Thee that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, 
and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. 
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in Thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that 
there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among 
the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not 
our trust in Thee to fail; Amen. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 9th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-fifth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1941 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate and set aside Thursday, the 
twentieth day of November 1941, as a day to be observed in giving thanks to the Heavenly Source of our earthly 
blessings. 
 
Our beloved country is free and strong. Our moral and physical defenses against the forces of threatened aggression are 
mounting daily in magnitude and effectiveness. 
 
In the interest of our own future, we are sending succor at increasing pace to those peoples abroad who are bravely 
defending their homes and their precious liberties against annihilation. 
 
We have not lost our faith in the spiritual dignity of man, our proud belief in the right of all people to live out their lives 
in freedom and with equal treatment. The love of democracy still burns brightly in our hearts. 
 
 
We are grateful to the Father of us all for the innumerable daily manifestations of His beneficent mercy in affairs both 
public and private, for the bounties of the harvest, for opportunities to labor and to serve, and for the continuation of 
those homely joys and satisfactions which enrich our lives. 
 
Let us ask the Divine Blessing on our decision and determination to protect our way of life against the forces of evil and 
slavery which seek in these days to encompass us. 
 
On the day appointed for this purpose, let us reflect at our homes or places of worship on the goodness of God and, in 
giving thanks, let us pray for a speedy end to strife and the establishment on earth of freedom, brotherhood, and justice 
for enduring time. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
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DONE at the City of Washington this 8th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-one, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-sixth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

PROCLAMATION 2571 (1942)  
DAYS OF PRAYER : THANKSGIVING DAY AND NEW YEAR’S DAY 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ― 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.” Across the uncertain ways of space and time our hearts echo those 
words, for the days are with us again when, at the gathering of the harvest, we solemnly express our dependence upon 
Almighty God. 
 
The final months of this year, now almost spent, find our Republic and the nations joined with it waging a battle on 
many fronts for the preservation of liberty. 
 
 
In giving thanks for the greatest harvest in the history of our nation, we who plant and reap can well resolve that in the 
year to come we will do all in our power to pass that milestone; for by our labors in the fields we can share some part of 
the sacrifice with our brothers and sons who wear the uniform of the United States. 
 
It is fitting that we recall now the reverent words of George Washington, “Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer 
that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy protection,” and that every American in his own way lift his voice to 
Heaven. 
 
I recommend that all of us bear in mind this great Psalm: 
 
Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me I the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; 
Thou annointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;  
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
Inspired with faith and courage by these words, let us turn again to the work that confronts us in this time of national 
emergency : in the armed services and the merchant marine; in factories and offices; on farms and in the mines; on 
highways, railways and airways; in other places of public service to the Nation; and in our homes. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the United States of America, do hereby invite the attention 
of the people to the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday in 
November of each year as thanksgiving Day’ and I request that both Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 1942, and New 
Year’s Day, January 1, 1943, be observed in prayer, publicly and privately. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this eleventh day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-two, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-seventh. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1943 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
God’s help to us has been great in this year of march towards world-wide liberty. In brotherhood with warriors of other 
United Nations our gallant men have won victories, have freed our homes from fear, have made tyranny tremble, and 
have laid the foundation for freedom of life in a world which will be free. 
 
Our forges and hearths and mills have wrought well; and our weapons have not failed. Our farmers, victory gardeners, 
and crop volunteers have gathered and stored a heavy harvest in the barns and bins and cellars. Our total food 
production for the year is the greatest in the annals of our country. 
 
 
For all these things we are devoutly thankful, knowing also that so great mercies exact from us the greatest measure of 
sacrifice and service. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Thursday, November 25, 1943, as a day for expressing our thanks to God for His blessings. November having been set 
aside as “Food Fights for Freedom” month, it is fitting that Thanksgiving Day be made the culmination of the observance 
of the month by a high resolve on the part of all to produce and save food and to “share and play square” with food. 
 
May we on Thanksgiving Day and on every day express our gratitude and zealously devote ourselves to our duties as 
individuals and as a nation. May each of us dedicate his utmost efforts to speeding the victory which will bring new 
opportunities for peace and brotherhood among men. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 11th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-eighth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1944 
BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In this year of liberation, which has seen so many millions freed from tyrannical rule, it is fitting that we give thanks with 
special fervor to our Heavenly Father for the mercies we have received individually and as a nation and for the blessings 
He has restored, through the victories of our arms and those of our allies, to His children in other lands. 
 
For the preservation of our way of life from the threat of destruction; for the unity of spirit which has kept our Nation 
strong; for our abiding faith in freedom; and for the promise of an enduring peace, we should lift up our hearts in 
thanksgiving. 
 
For the harvest that has sustained us and, in its fullness, brought succor to other peoples; for the bounty of our soil, 
which has produced the sinews of war for the protection of our liberties; and for a multitude of private blessings, known 
only in our hearts, we should give united thanks to God. 
 
To the end that we may bear more earnest witness to our gratitude to Almighty God, I suggest a nationwide reading of 
the Holy Scriptures during the period from Thanksgiving Day to Christmas. Let every man of every creed go to his own 
version of the Scriptures for a renewed and strengthening contact with those eternal truths and majestic principles 
which have inspired such measure of true greatness as this nation has achieved. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of the Congress approved December 26, 1941, do hereby proclaim Thursday the twenty-third day of 
November 1944 a day of national thanksgiving; and I call upon the people of the United States to observe it by bending 
every effort to hasten the day of final victory and by offering to God our devout gratitude for His goodness to us and to 
our fellow men. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this first day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-four and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and sixty-ninth. 
 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1945 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In this year of our victory, absolute and final, over German fascism and Japanese militarism; in this time of peace so long 
awaited, which we are determined with all the United Nations to make permanent; on this day of our abundance, 
strength, and achievement; let us give thanks to Almighty Providence for these exceeding blessings. 
 
We have won them with the courage and the blood of our soldiers, sailors, and airmen. We have won them by the sweat 
and ingenuity of our workers, farmers, engineers, and industrialists. We have won them with the devotion of our 
women and children. We have bought them with the treasure of our rich land. But above all we have won them because 
we cherish freedom beyond riches and even more than life itself. 
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We give thanks with the humility of free men, each knowing it was the might of no one arm but of all together by which 
we were saved. Liberty knows no race, creed, or class in our country or in the world. In unity we found our first weapon, 
for without it, both here and abroad, we were doomed. None have known this better than our very gallant dead, none 
better than their comrade, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Our thanksgiving has the humility of our deep mourning for them, 
our vast gratitude to them. 
 
Triumph over the enemy has not dispelled every difficulty. Many vital and far-reaching decisions await us as we strive 
for a just and enduring peace. We will not fail if we preserve, in our own land and throughout the world, that same 
devotion to the essential freedoms and rights of mankind which sustained us throughout the war and brought us final 
victory. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, do hereby proclaim Thursday November 22, 1945, as a day of 
national thanksgiving. May we on that day, in our homes and in our places of worship, individually and as groups, 
express our humble thanks to Almighty God for the abundance of our blessings and may we on that occasion rededicate 
ourselves to those high principles of citizenship for which so many splendid Americans have recently given all. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington 12th day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred forty-five and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventieth. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1946 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
At this season, when the year is drawing to a close, tradition suggests and our hearts require that we render humble 
devotion to Almighty God for the mercies bestowed upon us by His goodness. 
 
Devoutly grateful to Divine Providence for the richness of our endowment and the many blessings received, may we 
continue to give a good account of our stewardship by utilizing our resources in the service of mankind. May we have 
the vision and courage to accept and discharge honorably the responsibilities inherent in our strength by consecrating 
ourselves to the attainment of a better world. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 1946, as a day of 
national thanksgiving; and I call upon the people of this Nation to observe that day by offering thanks to God for the 
bounties vouchsafed us, and by rededicating ourselves to the preservation of the “Blessings of Liberty” envisaged by our 
forefathers in the preamble to the Constitution. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 28th day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-six and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-first. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
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~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1947 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Older than our nation itself is the hallowed custom of resting from our labors for one day at harvest time and of 
dedicating that day to expressions of gratitude to Almighty God for the many blessings which He has heaped upon us. 
Now, as the cycle of the year nears completion, it is fitting that we should lift up our hearts again in special prayers. 
 
May our thanksgiving this year be tempered by humility, by sympathy for those who lack abundance, and by compassion 
for those in want. As we express appreciation in prayer for our magnificent gifts, may we remember that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive; and may we manifest our remembrance of that precept by generously sharing our 
bounty with needy people of other nations. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, invite the attention of all citizens to 
the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday in November of 
each year as Thanksgiving Day; I proclaim Thursday, November 27, 1947, as a day of national thanksgiving; and I call 
upon the people of the United States of every faith to consecrate that day to thoughts of gratitude, acts of devotion, and 
a firm resolve to assist in the efforts being made by religious groups and other bodies to aid the undernourished, the 
sick, the aged, and all sufferers in war-devastated lands. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 10th day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-second. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1948 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As the traditional day of thanksgiving approaches, our thoughts incline, as in previous years, to the richness of our 
blessings. The spiritual endowments of our country are undiminished; we may, as always, walk as free men unafraid. Our 
harvests have been bountiful, our production of goods abundant. Our resources have permitted us to aid the needy and 
helpless of other lands. 
 
We are privileged to participate in international efforts to advance human welfare. We are profoundly grateful for the 
existence of an international forum where differences among nations may be submitted to world opinion with a view to 
harmonious adjustment. 
 
We pray this year not only in the spirit of thanksgiving but also as suppliants for wisdom in our approach to the 
problems confronting this Nation. Believing in the dignity of man and his right to live in freedom and peace, we ask 
divine guidance in helping to safeguard these gifts for ourselves and other peoples of the earth. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 1948, as a day of national thanksgiving; and I call upon 
our citizens to observe that day by giving thanks to Almighty God for the bounties which have been bestowed upon our 
Nation and by resolving to render generous assistance to the hungry and homeless in other lands, thus renewing our 
devotion to the cause of good-will among men. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 12th day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-third. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1949 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In accordance with our cherished custom, let us pause from our labors for one day in this autumnal season and offer 
prayers of thanks to the Divine Giver of our bounty. 
 
We are grateful for the plentiful harvests of our fields, for the abundance of goods produced by our industries, and for 
the multitude of spiritual blessings which enrich our lives. 
 
We are thankful that our resources enable us to aid the peoples of other countries in the furtherance of economic well-
being and security. 
 
We deeply appreciate the strength of our democratic institutions and the preservation of those ideals of liberty and 
justice which form the basis of national stability and international peace. The times demand more than the wisdom of 
man can provide. There should be in the hearts of all good men and true a realization that as the Psalmist said : “There is 
no king saved by the multitude of an host; a mighty man is not delivered by much strength.” Humbly grateful for these 
benefactions, may we add to our prayers of thanksgiving a plea for divine guidance of the leaders of our Nation and the 
leaders of all other nations in their efforts to promote peace and freedom for all men. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, having in mind the joint 
congressional resolution of December 26, 1941, which made the fourth Thursday in November a legal holiday, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday, November 24, 1949, as Thanksgiving Day, and I urge all citizens to observe the day with reverence. 
Let us, on the appointed day, in our homes and in our accustomed places of worship, give thanks to Almighty God for 
the blessings which have signalized our lot as a Nation, and let us ask for the gift of wisdom in our striving for a better 
world. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 10th day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-nine, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-fourth. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
 



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 68 

~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1950 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In keeping with the custom established by our forefathers and hallowed by faithful observance throughout the years, it 
is fitting that once again at this season we set aside a day for giving thanks to God for the many blessings which He has 
bestowed upon us. 
 
We are deeply grateful for the bounties of our soil, for the unequaled production of our mines and factories, and for all 
the vast resources of our beloved country, which have enabled our citizens to build a great civilization. We are thankful 
for the enjoyment of our personal liberties and for the loyalty of our fellow Americans. 
 
We offer fervent thanks that we are privileged to join with other countries in the work of the United Nations, which was 
founded to maintain peace in a troubled world and is now standing firm in upholding the principles of international 
justice. 
 
Contemplating these blessings with humility, we have a deepened sense of our responsibility to serve unselfishly, and 
we pray to Almighty God for wisdom in our relations with our fellow men. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, in conformance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as 
Thanksgiving day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 1950, as a day of national thanksgiving, and I call upon 
every citizen to offer thanks to God for His gracious guidance and help. Again I ask all my countrymen to appeal to the 
Most High, that the God of our Fathers who has blessed this land beyond all others will in His infinite mercy grant to all 
nations that peace which the world cannot give. I entreat them, in church, chapel and synagogue, in their homes and in 
the busy walks of life, every day and everywhere, to pray for peace. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 19th day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred fifty and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-fifth. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1951 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
More than three centuries ago the Pilgrim fathers deemed it fitting to pause in their autumn labors and to give thanks to 
Almighty God for the abundant yield of the soil of their new homeland. In keeping with that custom, hallowed by 
generations of observance, our hearts impel us, once again in this autumnal season, to turn in humble gratitude to the 
Giver of our bounties. 
 
We are profoundly grateful for the blessings bestowed upon us: the preservation of our freedom, so dearly bought and 
so highly prized; our opportunities for human welfare and happiness, so limitless in their scope; our material prosperity, 



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 69 

so far surpassing that of earlier years; and our private spiritual blessings, so deeply cherished by all. For these we offer 
fervent thanks to God. 
 
With the cooperation of our allies we are striving to attain a permanent peace, and to assure success in achieving that 
coveted goal we reverently place our faith in the Almighty. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, according to our treasured tradition, 
and in conformity with the joint resolution of Congress approved on December 26, 1941, designating the fourth 
Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 1951, as a day of 
national thanksgiving. Let us all on that day, in our homes and in our places of worship, individually and in groups, 
render homage to Almighty God. Let us recall the words of the Psalmist, “O give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for 
His mercy endureth forever.” Let us also, on the appointed day, seek divine aid in the quest for peace. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this first day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-one, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-sixth. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1952 
BY HARRY S. TRUMAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In the cycle of the seasons, another year marked by the abundance of God’s gifts is nearing its end. At such a time we 
are wont to turn to Him and with humble hearts to offer thanks as a Nation for His manifold blessings. 
 
We are moved by the inspiring autumnal beauty of our land, which uplifts the hearts of men. We are thankful for the 
natural and human resources which have enabled us not only to enjoy high material and spiritual standards ourselves 
but also to help others in the effort to achieve or protect their well-being. 
 
We are grateful for the privileges and rights inherent in our way of life, and in particular for the basic freedoms, which 
our citizens can enjoy without fear. This year it is especially fitting that we offer a prayer of gratitude for the spirit of 
unity which binds together all parts of our country and makes us one Nation indivisible. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, conforming to our hallowed custom, 
and in consonance with the joint resolution of Congress approved on December 26, 1941, do hereby call upon all our 
people to celebrate Thursday, November 27, 1952, as Thanksgiving Day. On that day let us, with a full awareness of our 
privileges and a deepening sense of the obligations which they entail, each in his own way, but together as a whole 
people, give due expression to our thanks, and let us humbly endeavor to follow the paths of righteousness in obedience 
to the will of Almighty God. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this eighth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred fifty-two, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-seventh. 
 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
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~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1953 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As a nation much blessed, we feel impelled at harvest time to follow the tradition handed down by our Pilgrim Fathers 
of pausing from our labors for one day to render thanks to Almighty God for His bounties. Now that the year is drawing 
to a close, once again it is fitting that we incline our thoughts to His mercies and offer to Him our special prayers of 
gratitude. 
 
For the courage and vision of our forebears who settled a wilderness and founded a Nation; for the “blessings of liberty” 
which the framers of our Constitution sought to secure for themselves and for their posterity, and which are so 
abundantly realized in our land today; for the unity of spirit which has made our country strong; and for the continuing 
faith under His guidance that has kept us a religious people with freedom of worship for all, we should kneel in humble 
thanksgiving. 
 
Especially are we grateful this year for the truce in battle-weary Korea, which gives to anxious men and women 
throughout the world the hope that there may be an enduring peace: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, do hereby call upon our people to observe Thursday, the twenty-
sixth day of November, 1953, as a day of national thanksgiving. On that day let all of us, in accordance with our hallowed 
custom, forgather in our respective places of worship and bow before God in contrition for our sins, in suppliance for 
wisdom in our striving for a better world, and in gratitude for the manifold blessings He has bestowed upon us and upon 
our fellow men. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this Seventh day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-eighth. 
 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1954 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Early in our history the Pilgrim fathers inaugurated the custom of dedicating one day at harvest time to rendering thanks 
to Almighty God for the bounties of the soil and for His mercies throughout the year. At this autumnal season tradition 
suggests and our hearts require that we follow that hallowed custom and bow in reverent thanks for the blessings 
bestowed upon us individually and as a Nation. 
 
We are grateful that our beloved country, settled by those forebears in their quest for religious freedom, remains free 
and strong, and that each of us can worship God in his own way, according to the dictates of his conscience. 
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We are grateful for the innumerable daily manifestations of Divine goodness in affairs both public and private, for equal 
opportunities for all to labor and to serve, and for the continuance of those homely joys and satisfactions which enrich 
our lives. 
 
With gratitude in our hearts for all our blessings, may we be ever mindful of the obligations inherent in our strength, and 
may we rededicate ourselves to unselfish striving for the common betterment of mankind. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, designating the fourth Thursday of November of each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 1954, as a day of national thanksgiving, and I call upon 
all our citizens to observe the day with prayer. Let us demonstrate in our lives our humble thanks to God for His 
beneficence in the year which is past, and let us ask His guidance in the year to come. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this sixth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-ninth. 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1955 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The custom of devoting one day each year to national thanksgiving is a wise and an ancient one, hallowed by observance 
in the days before we became a Nation, and sanctioned throughout the succeeding generations. It is therefore in 
keeping with our oldest traditions that at the fruitful season of the waning year we turn again to Almighty God in 
grateful acknowledgment of His manifold blessings. 
 
At this time of thanksgiving, may we express our deep appreciation of those forebears who, more than three centuries 
ago, celebrated the first Thanksgiving Day. Through their industry and courage, our Nation was hewn from the virgin 
forest, and through their steadfastness and faith, the ideals of liberty and justice have become our cherished 
inheritance. 
 
May we lift up our hearts in special prayers of gratitude for the abundance of our endowments, both material and 
spiritual, for the preservation of our way of life, in its richness and fullness, and for the religious faith which has wielded 
such a beneficent influence upon our destiny. May we show our thanks for our own bounty by remembrance of those 
less fortunate, and may the spirit of this Thanksgiving season move us to share with them to alleviate their need. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, having in mind the joint 
Congressional resolution of December 26, 1941, which designated the fourth Thursday of November in each year as 
Thanksgiving Day and made that day a legal holiday, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the twenty-fourth day of November, 
1955, as a day of national thanksgiving; and I urge all our citizens to observe the day with reverence. Let us, on the 
appointed day, in our homes and our accustomed places of worship, each according to his own faith, bow before God 
and give him humble thanks. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
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DONE at the City of Washington this eleventh day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eightieth. 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1956 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
With the completion of the cycle of winter and summer, seedtime and harvest, we come to the traditional time of 
thanksgiving, when our minds and hearts turn to Almighty God in grateful acknowledgment of His mercies throughout 
the year. 
 
Let us be grateful that the foundations of freedom in our Nation grow stronger with each passing year, giving hope to 
fettered peoples that they may walk as free men unafraid; that the yield of our soil and the production of our factories 
have been abundant, enriching our lives and enabling us to share our bounty with less fortunate ones in other lands; and 
that the forces of nature are being harnessed for peaceful purposes, bringing limitless possibilities of comfort and 
happiness both to ourselves and to future generations. 
 
It is also fitting at this season that we should consider God’s providence to us throughout our entire history. Let us 
remember the Pilgrim Fathers who, fleeing from religious oppression, landed on a bleak, forbidding shore and began to 
carve out what became this great Republic which it is our happy destiny to love and serve. For their foresight, their 
courage, and their idealism let us give thanks to the Power which has made and preserved us a Nation. 
 
Humbly aware that we are a people greatly blessed, both materially and spiritually, let us pray this year not only in the 
spirit of thanksgiving but also as suppliants for God’s guidance, to the end that we may follow the course of 
righteousness and be worthy of His favor. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in accordance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday in November of each year as 
thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the twenty-second day of November of this year, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. On that day let all of us, of whatever creed, foregather in our respective places of worship to give thanks to 
God and prayerful contemplation to those eternal truths and universal principles of Holy Scripture which have inspired 
such measure of true greatness as this Nation has achieved. And let us, as the beneficiaries of this greatness, give a good 
account of our stewardship by helping those in need and by rendering aid, through our religious organizations and by 
other means, to the ill, the destitute, and the oppressed in foreign lands. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this twelfth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-six and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-first. 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
 
~~~ 
 

  



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 73 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1957 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
At the autumnal season of the year our hearts move us to follow the wise and reverent custom, inaugurated by our 
Pilgrim Fathers more than three centuries ago, of setting aside one special day for expressions of gratitude to a merciful 
Providence for the blessings bestowed upon us. 
 
It behooves us to dwell upon the deep religious convictions of those who formed our Nation out of a wilderness, and to 
recall that our leaders throughout the succeeding generations have relied upon Almighty God for vision and strength of 
purpose. 
 
As a Nation we have prospered; we are enjoying the fruit of our land and the product of our toil; we are making progress 
in our efforts to translate our national ideals into living realities; and we are at peace with the world, working toward 
that day when the benefits of freedom and justice shall be secured for all mankind. 
 
For such blessings let us be devoutly thankful, and at the same time let us be sensitive and responsive to the obligations 
which such great mercies entail. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, having in mind the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday in November of each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby call upon our people to observe Thursday, November 28, 1957, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. On that day let all of us, in accordance with our hallowed custom, foregather in our respective places of 
worship or in our homes and offer up prayers of thanks for our manifold blessings. Let the happiness which stems from 
family reunions on Thanksgiving Day be tempered with compassion and inspired by an active concern for those less 
fortunate in our own country and in other lands; and let us ask God’s continuing help and guidance in our conduct, both 
as individuals and as a Nation. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this eighth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-second. 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1958 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
At this season of the year we are reminded that the course of nature has brought us once again from the time of 
planting to the time of harvest, and we turn to Almighty God with heartfelt thanksgiving for His enduring providence. 
 
We are grateful for the plentiful yield of our soil and for the blessings of food and clothing and shelter that have 
succored us throughout the year. We rejoice in the beauty of our land; in every brave and generous act of our fellow 
man; and in the counsel and comfort of our friends. We deeply appreciate the preservation of those ideals of liberty and 
justice which form the basis of our national life and the hope of international peace. For these and all the many spiritual 
and temporal benefactions betokening god’s goodness, we offer up our prayers of gratitude. 
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Let us be especially grateful for the religious heritage bequeathed us by our forebears as exemplified by the Pilgrims, 
who, after the gathering of their first harvest, set apart a special day for rendering thanks to God for the bounties 
vouchsafed to them. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, designating the fourth Thursday of November of each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 1958, s a day of national thanksgiving. On that day let us, 
in our homes and in our accustomed places of worship, give due expression of our thanks for the blessings which have 
signalized our lot as a Nation, and let us ask for guidance in our striving for a better world for all men. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 31st day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-third. 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY ― 1959 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The time of harvest turns our thoughts once again to our national festival of Thanksgiving, and the bounties of nature 
remind us again of our dependence upon the generous hand of Providence. 
 
In this sesquicentennial year of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, it is fitting and proper that we should use his words contained 
in the historic proclamation of 1863, establishing this annual observance, to express anew our gratitude for America’s 
“fruitful fields,” for our national “strength and vigor,” and for all our “singular deliverances and blessings.” 
 
The present year has been one of progress and heightened promise for the way of life to which we, the people, and the 
government of the United States of America, are dedicated. We rejoice in the productivity of farm and factory, but even 
more so in the prospect of improvement of relations among men and among nations. We earnestly hope that 
forbearance, understanding, and conciliation will hold increasing sway among us and among all peoples everywhere. 
 
In the enjoyment of our good life, let us not forget the birthright by which we reap the fruits of life and labor in this fair 
land. Let us stand fast by the principles of our republic enunciated in word and deed by the statesmen, teachers, and 
prophets to whom we owe our beginnings. Let us be thankful that we have been spared the consequences of human 
frailty and error in our exercise of power and freedom. As a token of our gratitude for God’s gracious gift of abundance, 
let us share generously with those less fortunate than we at home and abroad. Let us at this season of thanksgiving 
perform deeds of thanksgiving; and, throughout the year, let us fulfill those obligations of citizenship and humanity 
which spring from grateful hearts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of the Congress approved December 26, 1941, 55 Stat. 862 (5 U.S.C. 87b), designating the fourth Thursday of 
November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 26, 1959, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. On that day let us gather in sanctuaries dedicated to worship and in homes devoted to family sharing and 
community service to express our gratitude for the inestimable blessings of God; and let us earnestly pray that He 
continue to guide and sustain us in the great unfinished task of achieving peace among men and nations. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington fifth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-fourth. 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
  
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1960 
BY DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS it has long been our custom as a people to pause from our labors for one day at the close of the harvest 
season and give special thanks to Almighty God for the bounty which He has bestowed upon our land; and 
 
WHEREAS again this year we have been blessed with an abundant harvest; and 
 
WHEREAS it is fitting and appropriate at this time of national thanksgiving that we should remember and respond to the 
needs of those of other lands; and 
 
WHEREAS the Congress of the United States, by a joint resolution approved December 26, 1941 (55 Stat. 862; 5 U.S.C. 
87b), has designated the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the 
aforesaid resolution of Congress, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 1960, as a day of national thanksgiving; 
and I urge the people of the United States to give grateful thought to the observance of this day. 
 
Furthermore, I call upon our people, while giving thanks for our blessings, to direct their thoughts to the peoples of 
other lands less fortunate than we. In particular, I urge my fellow Americans to support and assist the efforts which we 
as a Nation, working individually and in cooperation with other nations, are directing toward the solution of the world-
food problem. 
 
Under the Food-for-Peace Program, a distinguished company of voluntary citizens’ groups and religious societies is 
making heart-warming contributions to this effort. I ask our people to give them continued support. 
 
At the same time, I urge my fellow Americans to assist in the Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign of the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization. Our Government fully supports the objectives of this organization. But success of its 
campaign requires the active cooperation of generous citizens, and of public and private groups, in our country and 
around the world. 
 
Let us hope that some day, under a benevolent Providence and through the best use of the world’s God-given resources, 
each nation will have reason to celebrate its own thanksgiving day. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 11th day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty, of the 
Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-fifth. 
 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1961 
BY JOHN F. KENNEDY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.” 
 
More than three centuries ago, the Pilgrims, after a year of hardship and peril, humbly and reverently set aside a special 
day upon which to give thanks to God for their preservation and for the good harvest from the virgin soil upon which 
they had labored. Grave and unknown dangers remained. Yet by their faith and by their toil they had survived the rigors 
of the harsh New England winter. Hence they paused in their labors to give thanks for the blessings that had been 
bestowed upon them by Divine Providence. 
 
This year, as the harvest draws near its close and the year approaches its end, awesome perils again remain to be faced. 
Yet we have, as in the past, ample reason to be thankful for the abundance of our blessings. We are grateful for the 
blessings of faith and health and strength and for the imperishable spiritual gifts of love and hope. We give thanks, too, 
for our freedom as a nation; for the strength of our arms and the faith of our friends; for the beliefs and confidence we 
share; for our determination to stand firmly for what we believe to be right and to resist mightily what we believe to be 
base; and for the heritage of liberty bequeathed by our ancestors which we are privileged to preserve for our children 
and our children’s children. 
 
It is right that we should be grateful for the plenty amidst which we live; the productivity of our farms, the output of our 
factories, the skill of our artisans, and the ingenuity of our investors. But in the midst of our thanksgiving, let us not be 
unmindful of the plight of those in many parts of the world to whom hunger is no stranger and the plight of those 
millions more who live without the blessings of liberty and freedom. With some we are able to share our material 
abundance through our Food-for-Peace Program and through our support of the United Nations Freedom-from-Hunger 
Campaign. To all we can offer the sustenance of hope that we shall not fail in our unceasing efforts to make this a 
peaceful and prosperous world for all mankind. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday in November of each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the twenty-third day of November of this year, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. 
 
I urge all citizens to make this Thanksgiving not merely a holiday from their labors, but rather a day of contemplation. I 
ask the head of each family to recount to his children the story of the first New England thanksgiving, thus to impress 
upon future generations the heritage of this nation born in toil, in danger, in purpose, and in the conviction that right 
and justice and freedom can through man’s efforts persevere and come to fruition with the blessing of God. 
 
Let us observe this day with reverence and with prayer that will rekindle in us the will and show us the way not only to 
preserve our blessings, but also to extend them to the four corners of the earth. Let us by our example, as well as by our 
material aid, assist all peoples of all nations who are striving to achieve a better life in freedom. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this twenty-seventh day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-sixth. 
 
JOHN F. KENNEDY 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1962 
BY JOHN F. KENNEDY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Over three centuries ago in Plymouth, on Massachusetts Bay, the Pilgrims established the custom of gathering together 
each year to express their gratitude to God for the preservation of their community and for the harvests their labors 
brought forth in the new land. Joining with their neighbors, they shared together and worshipped together in a common 
giving of thanks. Thanksgiving Day has ever since been part of the fabric which has united Americans with their past, 
with each and with the future of all mankind. 
 
It is fitting that we observe this year our own day of thanksgiving. It is fitting that we give our thanks for the safety of our 
land, for the fertility of our harvests, for the strength of our liberties, for the health of our people. We do so in no spirit 
of self-righteousness. We recognize that we are the beneficiaries of the toil and devotion of our fathers and that we can 
pass their legacy on to our children only by equal toil and equal devotion. We recognize too that we live in a world of 
peril and change ― and in so uncertain a time we are all the more grateful for the indestructible gifts of hope and love, 
which sustain us in adversity and inspire us to labor unceasingly for a more perfect community within this nation and 
around the earth. 
 
Now, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the United States of America, in accord with the joint resolution of 
Congress, approved December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday in November of each year as 
thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the twenty-second day of November of this year, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. 
 
I urge that all observe this day with reverence and with humility. 
 
Let us renew the spirit of the Pilgrims at the first Thanksgiving, lonely in an inscrutable wilderness, facing the dark 
unknown with a faith borne of their dedication to God and a fortitude drawn from their sense that all men were 
brothers. 
 
Let us renew that spirit by offering our thanks for uncovenanted mercies, beyond our desert or merit, and by resolving 
to meet the responsibilities placed upon us. 
 
Let us renew that spirit by sharing the abundance of this day with those less fortunate, in our own land and abroad. Let 
us renew that spirit by seeking always to establish larger communities of brotherhood. 
 
Let us renew that spirit by preparing our souls for the incertitudes ahead ― by being always ready to confront crisis with 
steadfastness and achievement with grace and modesty. 
 
Let us renew that spirit by concerting our energy and our hope with men and women everywhere that the world may 
move more rapidly toward the time when Thanksgiving may be a day of universal celebration. 
 
Let us renew that spirit by expressing our acceptance of the limitations of human striving and by affirming our duty to 
strive nonetheless, as Providence may direct us, toward a better world for all mankind. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this 7th day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-seventh. 
 
JOHN F. KENNEDY 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1963 
BY JOHN F. KENNEDY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Over three centuries ago, our forefathers in Virginia and in Massachusetts, far from home in a lonely wilderness, set 
aside a time of thanksgiving. On the appointed day, they gave reverent thanks for their safety, for the health of their 
children, for the fertility of their fields, for the love which bound them together and for the faith which united them with 
their God. 
 
So too when the colonies achieved their independence, our first President in the first year of his first Administration 
proclaimed November 26, 1789, as “a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with 
grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty god” and called upon the people of the new republic to “beseech Him 
to pardon our national and other transgressions… to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue… 
and generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He alone knows to be best.” 
 
And so too, in the midst of America’s tragic civil war, President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday of November 1863 
as a day to renew our gratitude for America’s “fruitful fields,” for our “national strength and vigor,” and for all our 
“singular deliverances and blessings.” 
 
Much time has passed since the first colonists came to rocky shores and dark forests of an unknown continent, much 
time since President Washington led a young people into the experience of nationhood, much time since President 
Lincoln saw the American nation through the ordeal of fraternal war ― and in these years our population, our plenty 
and our power have all grown apace. Today we are a nation of nearly two hundred million souls, stretching from coast 
to coast, on into the Pacific and north toward the Arctic, a nation enjoying the fruits of an ever-expanding agriculture 
and industry and achieving standards of living unknown in previous history. We give our humble thanks for this. 
 
Yet, as our power has grown, so has our peril. Today we give our thanks, most of all, for the ideals of honor and faith we 
inherit from our forefathers ― for the decency of purpose, steadfastness of resolve and strength of will, for the courage 
and the humility, which they possessed and which we must seek every day to emulate. As we express our gratitude, we 
must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words but to live by them. 
 
Let us therefore proclaim our gratitude to Providence for manifold blessings ― let us be humbly thankful for inherited 
ideals ― and let us resolve to share those blessings and those ideals with our fellow human beings throughout the 
world. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of the Congress approved December 26, 1941, 55 Stat. 862 (5 U.S.C. 87b), designating the fourth Thursday of 
November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 1963, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. On that day let us gather in sanctuaries dedicated to worship and in homes blessed by family affection to 
express our gratitude for the glorious gifts of God; and let us earnestly and humbly pray that He will continue to guide 
and sustain us in the great unfinished tasks of achieving peace, justice, and understanding among all men and nations 
and of ending misery and suffering wherever they exist. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-eighth. 
 
JOHN F. KENNEDY 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1964 
BY LYNDON B. JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As the harvest season draws to a close and our storehouses bulge with the bounty of the land, it is our desire to observe, 
in the custom and tradition of our forebears, a special day dedicated to giving thanks to God ― a day on which to lay 
aside our daily tasks and cares and pay joyous homage to Him. We are impelled to raise our voices in His praise and to 
proclaim our heartfelt gratitude for another year in which we have been blessed with a bountiful harvest, with 
intellectual, humanitarian, economic, scientific, and technical advances and achievements, and with other gains too 
numerous to mention. Although we have been blessed with unsurpassed prosperity, we recognize that poverty and 
want exist throughout the world ― even among us ― and we pledge ourselves to the eradication of those evils. 
 
We know, too, that the foundation for a peaceful world is still to be built and that even now armed strife exists in parts 
of the world. We are saddened that gallant men of our Armed Services have fallen in the eternal quest for peace with 
freedom, dignity, and justice for all. We share with their bereaved families and friends a sense of tragic loss. In the 
words of Abraham Lincoln, we resolve “that these honored dead shall not have died in vain,” and vow that their loss will 
spur us ever onward until man’s great dream of universal peace is realized. 
 
Yet we are filled with an instinctive impulse to give thanks for: 
our free society of free men, free institutions, and free elections; 
our freedom of speech, our freedom of the press, and our freedom to worship as our conscience dictates; 
our emphasis upon the dignity, equality, and worth of man; 
our humanitarian instincts; 
our unalienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 
our confidence in our ability to meet the challenges of today and of the future. 
For these are the things that set us apart as a Nation ― that made our Nation great ― that will keep our Nation great. 
 
So as our forefathers in Virginia, in New England, and throughout this land have done for more than three and one-half 
centuries, let us appoint a special day on which all of us, in keeping with the dictates of our own conscience, will give 
thanks to the Lord for His manifold blessings. And on that day, let us rededicate ourselves to meeting the challenges of 
the present with the fortitude and faith with which our forefathers met the challenges of the past. 
  
Now, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of the Congress approved December 26, 1941, 55 Stat. 862 (5 U.S.C. 87b), designating the fourth Thursday of 
November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 26, 1964, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. 
 
On that day, let us gather in our homes and in our places of worship and in other suitable places to give thanks to God 
for His graciousness and His generosity to us ― to pledge to Him our everlasting devotion ― to beseech His divine 
guidance and the wisdom and strength to recognize and follow that guidance ― and to pray to Him that the forces of 
evil, violence, indifference, intolerance, and inhumanity may soon vanish from the face of the earth and that peace, 
reason, understanding, and good-will may reign supreme throughout the world. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this thirteenth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-ninth. 
 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1965 
BY LYNDON B. JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
For all the blessings that have been bestowed upon our nation during the past twelve months, it is a small thing to give 
thanks to Almighty God. 
 
When the pilgrims first observed Thanksgiving nearly 350 years ago, life was harsh and unrelenting. Cold and sickness 
had diminished their ranks. Their shelter was crude. Their future was uncertain. Yet when their harvest was abundant, 
they considered themselves blessed ― and their hearts were filled with gratitude. 
 
Today we have much more than an abundant harvest. Our nation is rich and strong and united in the cause of liberty 
and justice. Our physical comforts are unmatched anywhere in the world. Our medicine has conquered ancient diseases. 
 
In the past year we have added greatly to that national legacy. We have guaranteed the right to vote to all our citizens. 
We have pledged dignity to our elderly ― even in sickness. We have added new dimensions to the education of our 
youth. We have broadened the horizons of opportunity for our poor. And all the while, we have enjoyed the greatest 
prosperity in history. 
 
But our real blessings lie not in our bounty. They lie in those steadfast principles that the early pilgrims forged for all 
generations to come : the belief in the essential dignity of man; the restless search for a better world for all; and the 
courage ― as shown by our sons in Viet Nam today ― to defend the cause of freedom wherever on earth it is 
threatened. 
 
These are the eternal blessings of America. They are the blessings which make us grateful even when the future is 
uncertain. They are the blessings which give us the strength to complete the unfinished tasks that remain before us. 
For these blessings should we thank God most of all. 
 
Now, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the Joint 
Resolution of the Congress approved December 26, 1941, 55 Stat. 862 (5 U.S.C. 87b), designating the fourth Thursday of 
November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 1965, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. 
 
On that day, let us gather in our homes and in our places of worship to thank God for His generosity. Let us make 
ourselves worthy of that generosity by pledging to Him our everlasting devotion. And let us pray to Him that the forces 
of violence, indifference and intolerance may soon vanish from the face of the earth so that peace and understanding 
and love may reign supreme. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this tenth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and ninetieth. 
 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1966 
BY LYNDON B. JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
They came in tiny wooden ships. On an unknown and alien shore, they planted and built, settled and survived. Then they 
gave solemn thanks to God for His goodness and bounty. America, well over 300 years ago had its first Thanksgiving Day. 
 
For many years your Presidents have had the opportunity to proclaim Thanksgiving Day, to address themselves to the 
American people, to remind us of the blessings we enjoy and the thanks that we owe. 
 
If we consider the fervor with which those colonists in Virginia and Massachusetts gave thanks, when they had so little, 
we are taught how much deeper should our thanks be ― when we have so much. 
 
Never, in all the hundreds of Thanksgiving Days, has our nation possessed a greater abundance, not only of material 
things, but of the precious intangibles that make life worth living. 
 
Never have we been better fed, better housed, better clothed. Never have so many Americans been earning their own 
way, and been able to provide their families with the marvelous products of a momentous age. 
 
Nor has America ever been healthier, nor had more of her children in school and in college. Nor have we ever had more 
time for recreation and refreshment of the spirit, nor more ways and places in which to study and to enrich our lives 
through the arts. 
 
Never have our greatest blessings ― our freedoms ― been more widely enjoyed by our people. Nor have we ever been 
closer to the day when every American will have an equal opportunity and an equal freedom. 
 
No, we do not yet have peace in the world. Our men are engaged again, as they have been on so many other 
Thanksgivings, on a foreign field fighting for freedom, but we can be thankful for their strength that has always kept our 
liberty secure. We can be thankful for our science and technology that helps to guard our America. 
 
Thanks are better spoken by deed rather than word. Therefore, it behooves a grateful America to share its blessings with 
our brothers abroad, with those who have so little of the abundance that is ours. 
 
Simple justice and a concern for our fellow man require that we be ready to offer what we can of our food, our 
resources, our talents, our energies, our skills, and our knowledge to help others build a better life for themselves. 
 
We should thank God that we are able. 
 
Let us, therefore, in this splendid American tradition, thank Him who created us and all that we have. Let us do so with a 
firm resolve to be worthy of His abundance blessings. 
 
Let us assemble in our homes and in our places of worship, each in his own way. 
 
Let us thank God for the America we are so fortunate to know. 
 
Now, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United States of America, in consonance with Section 6103 
of Title of the United States Code designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 1966, as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
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DONE at the City of Washington this seventeenth day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-six, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and ninety-first. 
 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1967 
BY LYNDON B. JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The first American tradition grew out of gratitude for survival. 
 
It began ― long before independence was a dream ― with families responding to an even deeper human impulse. They 
had suffered the rigors of winter in a new world ― and they had endured. They put aside their plows and thanked God 
for the harvest’s bounty. 
 
Over the years, we have made Thanksgiving a unique national occasion. Thanking God for His goodness, we thank Him 
as well for the promise and the achievement of America. 
 
Our reasons for gratitude are almost without number. We are grateful for the endurance of our government for one 
hundred and eighty years. We are grateful that the founding fathers planned so wisely for the generations that followed 
them. We are grateful for a material abundance beyond any mankind has ever known. In our land, the harvests have 
been good. 
 
Much as we are grateful for these material and spiritual blessings, we are conscious, in this year, of special sorrows and 
disappointments. We are engaged in a painful conflict in Asia, which was not of our choosing, and in which we are 
involved in fidelity to a sacred promise to help a nation which has been the victim of aggression. We are proud of the 
spirit of our men who are risking their lives on Asian soil. We pray that their sacrifice will be redeemed in an honorable 
peace and the restoration of a land long torn by war. 
  
We are grateful for the tremendous advances which have been made in our generation in social justice and in equality of 
opportunity, regardless of racial background. But we are saddened by the civil strife which has occurred in our great 
cities. 
 
Recognizing the trials we have endured and are enduring, I have turned to the Thanksgiving Proclamation of President 
Abraham Lincoln in 1863. President Lincoln faced, with equal emphasis, both the blessings and the sorrows of the 
people. 
 
He recommended to his fellow citizens that, “while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular 
deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, 
commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil 
strife in which we are unavoidably engaged.” 
 
In a similar spirit I ask my fellow citizens to join their thankfulness with penitence and humility. Let us implore Almighty 
God that, to all our other blessings, He may add the blessings of wisdom and perseverance that will lead us to both 
peace and justice, in the family of nations and in our beloved homeland. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United States of America in consonance with Section 6103 
of title 5 of the United States Code designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 1967 as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and ninety-second. 
 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1968 
BY LYNDON B. JOHNSON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Americans, looking back on the tumultuous events of 1968, may be more inclined to ask God’s mercy and guidance than 
to offer Him thanks for his blessings. 
 
There are many events in this year that deserve our remembrance, and give us cause for thanksgiving: 
 
the endurance and stability of our democracy, as we prepare once more for an orderly transition of authority; 
the renewed determination, on the part of millions of Americans to bridge our divisions; 
the beginning of talks with our adversaries, that will, we pray, lead to peace in Vietnam; 
the increasing prosperity of our people, including those who were denied any share in America’s blessings in the past; 
the achievement of new breakthroughs in medical science, and new victories over disease. 
 
These events inspire not only the deepest gratitude, but confidence that our nation, the beneficiary of good fortune 
beyond that of any nation in history, will surmount its present trials and achieve a more just society for its people. 
 
In this season, let us offer more than words of thanksgiving to God. Let us resolve to offer Him the best that is within us 
― tolerance, respect for life, faith in the destiny of all men to live in peace. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United States of America, in consonance with Section 6103 
of title 5 of the United States Code designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 1968 as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and ninety-third. 
 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1969 
BY RICHARD NIXON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On October 3, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln invited his fellow citizens to “set apart and observe the last Thursday of 
November next as a day of Thanksgiving…”This was the year of the battle of Gettysburg and of other major battles 
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between Americans on American soil. To many, this call for a national day of Thanksgiving must have seemed strange, 
coming as it did at a time of war and bitterness. 
 
Yet Lincoln knew that the act of thanksgiving should not be limited to time of peace and serenity. He knew that it is 
precisely at those times of hardship when men most need to recognize that the Source of all good constantly bestows 
His blessings on mankind. 
 
Today, despite our material wealth and well-being, Americans face complex problems unknown before in our nation’s 
history. In giving thanks today, we express gratitude for past bounty and we also confidently face the challenges 
confronting our own nation and the world because we know we can rely on a strength greater than ourselves. 
 
This year, let us especially seek to rekindle in our respective hearts and minds the spirit of our first settlers who valued 
freedom above all else, and who found much for which to be thankful when material comforts were meager. We are, 
indeed, a most fortunate people. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the United States of America, in consonance with Section 6103 of 
Title 5 of the United States Code designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 1969, as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-fourth. 
 
RICHARD NIXON. 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1970 
BY RICHARD NIXON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In 1863 Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President, lifted the downcast view of a war-weary Nation to see the evidence of 
God’s bounty. He proclaimed a day of Thanksgiving to be observed by each American in his own way. President Lincoln 
wisely knew that a man’s declaration of his gratitude to God is, in itself, an act which strengthens the thanksgiver 
because it renews his own realization of his relationship to his God. 
 
As thanksgiving enriches the individual it must bless his home, community and his country. It is, therefore, appropriate 
that we set aside such a day this year. All about us, doubts and fears threaten our faith in the principles which are the 
fiber of our society; we are called upon to prove their truth once again. Such challenges must be seen as opportunities 
for proof of these verities; such proof can only strengthen our Nation. 
 
Although some may see division, we give thanks that ours is one Nation, of many diverse people, living in unity under 
the precept E Pluribus Unum. The fulfillment of this national principle, every day, is our task and privilege; 
 
Although some may only see strife, we give thanks that this Nation moves each day closer to peace for all its citizens and 
all the world; 
 
And we give thanks for God’s strength and guidance upon which we confidently rely today and every day. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the United States of America, in accordance with the wish of the 
Congress as expressed in Section 6103 of Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 26, 
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1970, as a day of national thanksgiving. I call upon all Americans to give thanks in homes and in places of worship for the 
many blessings our people enjoy. 
 
We should not forget that for many older citizens, Thanksgiving Day may be less meaningful than it should be because it 
might be spent alone. For this reason I urge all public officials, voluntary organizations, private groups and families in 
every part of the country to welcome our senior citizens as special participants in their Thanksgiving Day festivities. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy. and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-fifth. 
 
RICHARD NIXON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1971 
BY RICHARD NIXON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
One of the splendid events which shape man’s destiny occurred when a small band of people, believing in the essential 
sanctity of their own being, went in search of a land in which their individuality might be the highest national value, 
before any arbitrary limitation or duty placed upon some men by the whim or design of others. 
 
They went in search of a land where they might live out their own commitment to their own ideal of human freedom. In 
the purpose of their search, the human spirit found its ultimate definition, and in the product of their search, its ultimate 
expression. They found the land they sought, and it was a difficult land, but it was rich. With their sacrifices they brought 
forth its riches, and laid the foundation for a new nation. 
 
But more than that, they revealed a new possibility for the expression of man’s spirit. In the sure unfolding of that 
possibility man has begun to experience a world in which he may do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with his god 
forever. 
 
For what those early settlers established, we give thanks in a way which began with them. In their first years on the hard 
cold edge of man’s bright golden-dream, they were tried and their faith was tested. But when their bodies failed, their 
faith did not. 
 
The stark simple words on a sarcophagus in a little village on the seacoast of Massachusetts tell the story well: “This 
monument marks the first burying-ground in Plymouth of the passengers of the Mayflower. Here, under cover of 
darkness, the fast dwindling company laid their dead; leveling the earth above them lest the Indians should learn how 
many were the graves.” 
 
Yet, because mankind was not created merely to survive, in the fact of all hardship and suffering, these men and women 
― and those of the other early settlements ― prevailed. And the settlers gathered to give thanks for God’s bounty, for 
the blessings of life itself, and for the freedom which they so cherished that no hardship could quench it. And now their 
heritage is ours. 
 
What they dared to imagine for this land came to pass. 
 
What they planted here prospered. 
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And for our heritage ― a land rich with the bountiful blessings of God, and the freedom to enjoy those rich blessings ― 
we give thanks to God Almighty in this time, and for all time. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the United States of America in accordance with the wish of the 
Congress as expressed in Section 6103 of Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 
1971, as a day of national thanksgiving. I call upon all Americans to share this day, to give thanks in homes and in places 
of worship for the many blessings our people enjoy, to welcome the elderly and less fortunate as special participants in 
this day’s festivities and observances, thereby truly showing our gratitude to God by expressing and reflecting His love. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-sixth. 
 
RICHARD NIXON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1972 
BY RICHARD NIXON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
When the first settlers gathered to offer their thanks to the God who had protected them on the edge of a wilderness, 
they established anew on American shores a thanksgiving tradition as old as Western man himself. 
 
From Moses at the Red Sea to Jesus preparing to feed the multitudes, the Scriptures summon us to words and deeds of 
gratitude, even before divine blessings are fully perceived. From Washington kneeling at Valley Forge to the prayer of an 
astronaut circling the moon, our own history repeats that summons and proves its practicality. 
 
Today, in an age of too much fashionable despair, the world more than ever needs to hear America’s perennial harvest 
message: “Take heart! Give thanks! To see clearly about us is to rejoice; and to rejoice is to worship the Father; and to 
worship Him is to receive more blessings still.” 
 
At this thanksgiving time our country can look back with special gratitude across the events of a year which has brought 
more progress toward lasting peace than any other year for a generation past; and we can look forward with trust in 
Divine Providence toward the opportunities which peace will bring. 
 
Truly our cup runs over with the bounty of God ― our lies, our liberties, and our loved ones; our worldly goods and our 
spiritual heritage; the beauty of our land, the breadth of our horizons, and the promise of peace that crowns it all. For all 
of this, let us now humbly give thanks. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the United States of America in consonance with Section 6103 of 
Title 5 of the United States Code designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 1972, as a day of national thanksgiving. I call upon all Americans to assemble 
in homes and places of worship on this day, to join in offering gratitude for the countless blessings our people enjoy, and 
to embrace the elderly and less fortunate as special celebrants in the day’s events, loving them as we have been loved. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-seventh. 
 
RICHARD NIXON 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1973 
BY RICHARD NIXON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In the first Thanksgiving, man affirmed his determination to live in God’s grace and to act in God’s will on the shores of a 
new land of promise. In this Thanksgiving season we reaffirm that determination. 
 
Time has not dimmed, not circumstance diminished the need for God’s hand in all that America may justly endeavor. In 
times of trial and of triumph that single truth reasserts itself, and a people who have never bowed before men go gladly 
to their knees in submission to divine power, and in thanks for divine sustenance. 
 
On this Thanksgiving Day we mark the 10th anniversary of the tragic death of President John F. Kennedy. As we give 
thanks for the bounty and goodness of our land, therefore, let us also pause to reflect on President Kennedy’s 
contributions to the life of this Nation we love so dearly. 
 
Those who celebrated the first thanksgiving had endured hardship and loss, but they kept alive their hope and their 
faith. Throughout our history, each generation has endured hardship and loss, but our faith and trust in God’s 
providence has remained undiminished. At this first thanksgiving in twelve years in which the United States will have 
been at peace, we see that God’s grace also remain undiminished. For this we give thanks. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the United States of America, in accordance with the wish of the 
Congress as expressed in Section 6103 of Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 
1973, as a day of national thanksgiving, and concurrently, a day of prayer for the memory of John F. Kennedy. Let all 
Americans unite on this day, giving thanks for the manifold blessings vouchsafed our people, and inviting all of those less 
fortunate than ourselves to share in those blessings in God’s name, for His sake, and for our own. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-eighth. 
 
RICHARD NIXON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1974 
BY GERALD R. FORD, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
America and the world have changed enormously since the first thanksgiving 353 years ago. From a tiny coastal enclave 
on an untamed continent, we have grown into the mightiest, freest nation in human history. A civilization whose 
farthest reach was once the earth’s uncharted seas has now plumbed the secrets of outer space. 
 
But the fundamental meaning of Thanksgiving still remains the same. It is a time when the differences of a diverse 
people are forgotten and all Americans join in giving thanks to God for the blessings we share ― the blessings of 
freedom, opportunity and abundance that make America so unique. 
 
This year, in the midst of plenty, we still face serious problems and massive challenges. In giving thanks for the many 
things we hold dear, let us also pray for the courage, resourcefulness and sense of purpose we will need to continue 
America’s saga of progress, and to be worthy heirs of the Pilgrim spirit. May we, too, find the strength and vision to 
leave behind us a better world, and an example that will inspire future generations to new achievements. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of America, in accordance with Section 6103 of 
Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 1974, as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
I call upon all Americans to gather together in homes and places of worship on this date, to join in offering gratitude for 
the countless blessings our people enjoy, and to share with the elderly and the unfortunate this special day that brings 
us all closer together. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 
 
GERALD R. FORD 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1975 
BY GERALD R. FORD, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Two hundred years ago the frontier colonies of America braced for a long and determined conflict with the strongest 
military power in the world. The petition of our Founding Fathers for redress of their grievances had been rejected by 
King and Parliament, and the people of America began the struggle from which emerged this great Nation. 
 
Our Nation is the oldest continuously surviving republic in the world. For 200 years our freedoms have been questioned, 
challenged, tested and reinforced. These freedoms have shaped our destiny and served as a beacon to other peoples. 
Our Nation draws its strength from people of every creed, of every color, of every race ― native Americans and people 
from every nation in the world who for two centuries have come to share in the rewards and responsibilities of our 
American Republic. 
 
On the eve of our 200th year, Thanksgiving Day should be a day of special reflection upon the qualities of heart, mind 
and character of the men and women who founded and built our great Nation. Let us join in giving thanks for our 
cultural pluralism. Let us celebrate our diversity and the great strengths that have come from sharing our traditions, our 
ideas, our resources, our hopes and our dreams. Let us be grateful that for 200 years our people have been dedicated to 
fulfilling the democratic ideal ― dedicated to securing “liberty and justice for all.” 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of America, in accord with Section 6103 of Title 5 
of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 1975, as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 
Let each of us, in his own way, join in expressing personal gratitude for the blessings of liberty and peace we enjoy 
today. In so doing, let us reaffirm our belief in a dynamic spirit that will continue to nurture and guide us as we prepare 
to meet the challenge of our third century. 
 
I call upon all Americans on this day to gather with family and friends in homes and places of worship and join in offering 
gratitude for this Nation’s countless blessings. I ask that we share with our senior citizens and with those less fortunate 
than ourselves this special day that brings us all closer together. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundredth. 
 
GERALD R. FORD 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1976 
BY GERALD R. FORD, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Traditionally, Americans have set aside a special day to express their gratitude to the Almighty for the blessings of 
liberty, peace and plenty that have been bestowed upon a grateful Nation. 
 
The early settlers of this land possessed an unconquerable spirit and a reliance on Divine Providence that remains a part 
of the American character. That reliance, coupled with a belief in ourselves and a love of individual freedom, has 
brought this nation through two centuries of progress and kept us strong. 
 
As we cross the threshold into our third century as a sovereign and independent Nation, it is especially appropriate that 
we reaffirm our trust in Him and express our gratitude for the unity, freedom and renewed sense of national pride we 
enjoy today. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of America, in accord with Section 6103 of Title 5 
of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 1976, as a day of national thanksgiving. I call 
upon all Americans to join on that day with their friends and families in homes and places of worship throughout the 
land to offer thanks for the blessings we enjoy. 
 
Let each of us resolve this Thanksgiving Day to make the coming year one in which our every deed will reflect our 
constant gratitude to God. Let us set a standard of honor, justice, and charity against which all the years of our third 
century may be measured. 
 
Let us make this Thanksgiving a truly special one. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 
 
GERALD R. FORD 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1977 
BY JIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Although the first years of America’s struggle for independence were often disheartening, our forebears never lost faith 
in the Creator, in their cause, or in themselves. Upon learning of the American victory at Saratoga in 1777, Samuel 
Adams composed the first National Thanksgiving proclamation, and the Continental Congress called upon the governors 
of every state to designate a day when all Americans could join together and express their gratitude for God’s 
providence “with united hearts.” By their actions they extended a revered regional custom into a national tradition. 
 
Precisely two centuries have now passed since that time. We have tamed a continent, established institutions dedicated 
to protecting our liberties, and secured a place of leadership among nations. But we have never lost sight of the 
principles upon which our Nation was founded. For that reason we can look to the future with hope and confidence. 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of America, in accord with Section 6103 of Title 5 of 
the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 1977, as Thanksgiving Day. I ask all Americans to 
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gather on that day with their families and neighbors in their homes and in their houses of worship to give thanks for the 
blessings Almighty God has bestowed upon us. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and second. 
 
JIMMY CARTER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1978 
BY JIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Since 1621, the people of this country have gathered each year to celebrate with a feast their good fortune in their 
continuing ability to provide for families and friends. 
 
On this Thanksgiving Day, we reaffirm our faith in our heritage of freedom, and our spirit of sharing. 
 
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, Americans humbly recognize how fortunate we are to be strong ― as individuals, and as a 
nation. It is that strength which allows us to display compassion for those around the world who face difficulties that our 
forefathers, blessed with the American land, were able to overcome. 
 
While Providence has provided Americans with fertile land and bountiful harvests, other nations and peoples have not 
been so favored. Each year growing food supplies give us greater cause for giving thanks, yet one person in six 
worldwide still suffers from chronic hunger and malnutrition. 
 
Two hundred years ago the Continental Congress proclaimed a day of thanks, and asked for deliverance from war. This 
year, let us observe Thanksgiving in the spirit of peace and sharing, by declaring it a day of Thankful Giving, a day upon 
which the American people share their plenty with the hungry of other lands. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of America, in accordance with Section 6103 of Title 
5 of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the 23rd of November, 1978, as Thanksgiving Day. 
 
I call upon the Governors, Mayors, and all other State and local officials to broaden the observance of Thanksgiving to 
include the practice of Thankful giving in their celebration, inviting Americans to share with those abroad who suffer 
from hunger. 
 
I call upon the American people to make personal donations to religious or secular charities to combat chronic hunger 
and malnutrition, and to support the concept of Thankful Giving in order that we may one day assure that no individual 
anywhere will suffer from hunger, and that we may move to a day of universal celebration in a more perfect community 
within our nation and around the world. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and third. 
  
JIMMY CARTER 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1979 
BY JIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Thanksgiving Day was first celebrated in this land not in a moment of unbridled triumph, but in times of great adversity. 
The colonies of Massachusetts and Virginia had few material possessions to help them face the dangers of the 
wilderness. They had no certainty that the harvests for which they gave thanks would be sufficient to carry them 
through a long winter. Yet they gave thanks to God for what they had and for the hope of this new land. 
 
In the darkest hour of the American Revolution, when the young Republic faced defeat by the strongest military power 
on Earth, our forefathers also saw fit to give thanks for their blessings. In the midst of a devastating Civil War, President 
Lincoln proclaimed a day to express gratitude for our “singular deliverances and blessings.” 
 
The ensuing years have multiplied our nation’s blessings. We have been delivered from repeated perils, and we have 
been blessed with abundance beyond the imaginings of those who offered thanks in the chill of approaching winter 
more than three-and-one-half centuries ago. 
 
Succeeding generations have broadened the freedom they cherished and the opportunity they sought, and built a 
mighty nation on the strong foundations they laid. In this two hundred and fourth year of our independence, we have 
good reasons for gratitude: for liberty in a world where repression is common, for peace in a world of threats and terror 
and war, for a bounteous harvest in a world where hunger and despair still stalk much of mankind. 
 
Like those who came before us, we come to give thanks for our singular deliverances and blessings, in a time of both 
danger and great promise. May we be thankful in proportion to that which we have received, trusting not in our wealth 
and comforts, but in the strength of our purpose, that all nations might be similarly blessed with liberty and abundance 
and live in peace. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of America, do proclaim Thursday, the 22nd of 
November, 1979 as Thanksgiving Day. I ask all American to give thanks on that day for the blessings Almighty God has 
bestowed upon us, and seek to be good steward of what we have received. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fourth. 
 
JIMMY CARTER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1980 
BY JIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The greatest bounty of our Nation is the bounty of our heritage ― our diversity as immigrants and descendants of 
immigrants, our common identity as Americans. 
 
We have set aside one day a year to give thanks for all that we have. Yet Thanksgiving is more than just a day of 
celebration. It is also a commemoration ― of the day America’s earliest inhabitants sat down to table with European 
colonists. 
 



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 92 

That occasion was historic not only because it established a national holiday, but because it marked the start of a 
national tradition of cooperation, unity and tolerance. 
 
Even in times of trial and frustration we have much to be thankful for, in our personal lives and in our Nation. As we 
pause on Thanksgiving to offer thanks to God, we should not forget that we also owe thanks to this country’s forefathers 
who had the vision to join together in Thanksgiving, and who gave us so much of the vision of brotherhood that is ours 
today. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of America, do proclaim Thursday, the 27th of 
November, 1980 as Thanksgiving Day. I call upon all the people of our Nation to give thanks on that day for the blessings 
Almighty God has bestowed upon us, and to join the fervent prayer of George Washington who as President asked God 
to “… impart all the blessings we possess, or ask for ourselves to the whole family of mankind.” 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 
 
JIMMY CARTER 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1981 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
America has much for which to be thankful. The unequaled freedom enjoyed by our citizens has provided a harvest of 
plenty to this nation throughout its history. In keeping with America’s heritage, one day each year is set aside for giving 
thanks to god for all of His blessings. 
 
On this day of thanksgiving, it is appropriate that we recall the first thanksgiving, celebrated in the autumn of 1621. After 
surviving a bitter winter, the Pilgrims planted and harvested a bountiful crop. After the harvest they gathered their 
families together and joined in celebration and prayer with the native Americans who had taught them so much. Clearly 
our forefathers were thankful not only for the material well-being of their harvest but for this abundance of goodwill as 
well. 
 
In this spirit, Thanksgiving has become a day when Americans extend a helping hand to the less fortunate. Long before 
there was a government welfare program, this spirit of voluntary giving was ingrained in the American character. 
Americans have always understand that, truly, one must give in order to receive. This should be a day of giving as well as 
a day of thanks. 
 
As we celebrate Thanksgiving in 1981, we should reflect on the full meaning of this day as we enjoy the fellowship that is 
so much a part of the holiday festivities. Searching our hearts, we should ask what we can do sass individuals to 
demonstrate our gratitude to God for all He has done. Such reflection can only add to the significance of this precious 
day of remembrance. 
 
Let us recommit ourselves to that devotion to God and family that has played such an important role in making this a 
great Nation, and which will be needed as a source of strength if we are to remain a great people. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 26, 1981, as Thanksgiving Day. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 
 
RONALD REAGAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1982 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Two hundred years ago, the Congress of the United States issued a Thanksgiving Proclamation stating that it was “the 
indispensable duty of all nations” to offer both praise and supplication to God. Above all other nations of the world, 
America has been especially blessed and should give special thanks. We have bountiful harvests, abundant freedoms, 
and a strong, compassionate people. 
 
I have always believed that this anointed land was set apart in an uncommon way, that a divine plan placed this great 
continent here between the oceans to be found by people from every corner of the Earth who had a special love of faith 
and freedom. Our pioneers asked that He would work His will in our daily lives so America would be a land of morality, 
fairness, and freedom. 
 
Today we have more to be thankful for than our pilgrim mothers and fathers who huddled on the edge of the New 
World that first Thanksgiving Day could ever dream. We should be grateful not only for our blessings, but for the 
courage and strength of our ancestors which enable us to enjoy the lives we do today. 
 
Let us reaffirm through prayers and actions our thankfulness for America’s bounty and heritage. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 25, 1982, as a National Day of Thanksgiving and I call upon all of our citizens to set aside that day for 
appropriate expressions of thanksgiving. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 27th day of Sept. in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and seventh. 
 
RONALD REAGAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1983 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Since the Pilgrims observed the initial Thanksgiving holiday in 1621, this occasion has served as a singular expression of 
the transcending spiritual values that played an instrumental part in the founding of our country. 
 
One hundred and twenty years ago, in the midst of a great and terrible civil conflict, President Lincoln formally 
proclaimed a national day of Thanksgiving to remind those “insensible to the ever watchful providence of almighty God” 
of this Nation’s bounty and greatness. Several days after the dedication of the Gettysburg battlefield, the United States 
celebrated its first national Thanksgiving. Every year since then, our Nation has faithfully continued this tradition. The 
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time has come once again to proclaim a day of thanksgiving, an occasion for Americans to express gratitude to their God 
and their country. 
 
In his remarks at Gettysburg, President Lincoln referred to ours as a Nation “under God.” We rejoice in the fact that, 
while we have maintained separate institutions of church and state over our 200 years of freedom, we have at the same 
time preserved reverence for spiritual beliefs. Although we are a pluralistic society, the giving of thanks can be a true 
bond of unity among our people. We can unite in gratitude for our individual freedoms and individual faiths. We can be 
united in gratitude for our Nation’s peace and prosperity when so many in this world have neither. 
 
As was written in the first Thanksgiving Proclamation 120 years ago, “No human counsel hath devised nor hath any 
mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God.” God has blessed America 
and her people, and it is appropriate we recognize this bounty. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, in the spirit of the Pilgrims, President 
Lincoln, and all succeeding Presidents, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 1983, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving, and I call upon Americans to affirm this day of thanks by their prayers and their gratitude for the many 
blessings upon this land and its people. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 15th day of Sept., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 
 
RONALD REAGAN. 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1984 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As we remember the faith and values that made America great, we should recall that our tradition of Thanksgiving is 
older than our Nation itself. Indeed, the native American Thanksgiving antedated those of the new Americans. In the 
words of the eloquent Seneca tradition of the Iroquois, “…give it your thought, that with one mind we may now give 
thanks to Him our Creator.” 
 
From the first Pilgrim observance in 1621, to the nine years before and during the American Revolution when the 
Continental Congress declared days of Fast and Prayer and days of Thanksgiving, we have turned to Almighty God to 
express our gratitude for the bounty and good fortune we enjoy as individuals and as a nation. America truly has been 
blessed. 
 
This year we can be especially thankful that real gratitude to God is inscribed, not in proclamations of government, but 
in the hearts of all our people who come from every race, culture, and creed on the face of the Earth. And as we pause 
to give thanks for our many gifts, let us be tempered by humility and by compassion for those in need, and let us 
reaffirm through prayer and action our determination to share our bounty with those less fortunate. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, in the spirit and tradition of the 
Iroquois, the Pilgrims, the Continental Congress, and past Presidents, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 9184, 
as a day of National Thanksgiving. I call upon every citizen of this great Nation to gather together in homes and places of 
worship to celebrate, in the words of 1784, “with grateful hearts … the mercies and praises of their all Bountiful 
Creator…” 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 
 
RONALD REAGAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1985 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Although the time and date of the first American thanksgiving observance may be uncertain, there is no question but 
that this treasured custom derives from our Judeo-Christian heritage. “Unto Three, O God, do we give thanks,” the 
Psalmist sang, praising God not only for the “wondrous works” of His creation, but for loving guidance and deliverance 
from dangers. 
 
A band of settlers arriving in Maine in 1607 held a service of thanks for their safe journey, and twelve years later settlers 
in Virginia set aside a day of thanksgiving for their survival. In 1621 Governor William Bradford created the most famous 
of all such observances at Plymouth Colony when a bounteous harvest prompted him to proclaim a special day “to 
render thanksgiving to the Almighty God for all His blessings.” The Spaniards in California and the Dutch in New 
Amsterdam also held services to give public thanks to God. 
 
In 1777, during our War of Independence, the Continental Congress set aside a day for thanksgiving and praise for our 
victory at the battle of Saratoga. It was the first time all the colonies took part in such an event on the same day. The 
following year, upon news that France was coming to our aid, George Washington at Valley Forge prescribed a special 
day of thanksgiving. Later, as our first President, he responded to a Congressional petition by declaring Thursday, 
November 26, 1789, the first Thanksgiving Day of the United States of America. 
 
Although there were many state and national thanksgiving days proclaimed in the ensuing years, it was the tireless 
crusade of one woman, Sarah Josepha Hale, that finally led to the establishment of this beautiful feast as an annual 
nationwide observance. Her editorials so touched the heart of Abraham Lincoln that in 1863 ― even in the midst of the 
civil War ― he enjoined his countrymen to be mindful of their many blessings, cautioning them not to forget “the source 
from which they come,” that they are “the gracious gifts of the Most High God…” Who ought to be thanked “with one 
heart and one voice by the whole American People.” 
 
It is in that spirit that I now invite all Americans to take part again in this beautiful tradition with its roots deep in our 
history and deeper still in our hearts. We manifest our gratitude to God for the many blessings he has showered upon 
our land and upon its people. 
 
In this season of Thanksgiving we are grateful for our abundant harvests and the productivity of our industries; for the 
discoveries of our laboratories; for the researches of our scientists and scholars; for the achievements of our artists, 
musicians, writers, clergy, teachers, physicians, businessmen, engineers, public servants, farmers, mechanics, artisans, 
and workers of every sort whose honest toil of mind and body in a free land rewards them and their families and 
enriches our entire Nation. 
 
Let us thank God for our families, friends, and neighbors, and for the joy of this very festival we celebrate in His name. 
Let every house of worship in the land and every home and every heart be filled with the spirit of gratitude and praise 
and love on this Thanksgiving Day. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, in the spirit and tradition of the 
Pilgrims, the Continental Congress, and past Presidents, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 1985, as a day of 
national Thanksgiving. I call upon every citizen of this great Nation to gather together in homes and places of worship 
and offer prayers of praise and gratitude for the many blessings almighty God has bestowed upon our beloved country. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 
 
RONALD REAGAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1986 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Perhaps no custom reveals our character as a Nation so clearly as our celebration of Thanksgiving Day. Rooted deeply in 
our Judeo-Christian heritage, the practice of offering thanksgiving underscores our unshakable belief in God as the 
foundation of our Nation and our firm reliance upon Him from Whom all blessings flow. Both as individuals and as a 
people, we join with the Psalmist in song and praise: “Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.” 
 
One of the most inspiring portrayals of American history is that of George Washington on his knees in the snow at Valley 
Forge. That moving image personifies and testifies to our Founders’ dependence upon Divine Providence during the 
darkest hours of our Revolutionary struggle. It was then ― when our mettle as a Nation was tested most severely ― 
that the Sovereign and Judge of nations heard our plea and came to our assistance in the form of aid from France. 
Thereupon General Washington immediately called for a special day of thanksgiving among his troops. 
 
Eleven years later, President Washington, at the request of the Congress, first proclaimed November 26, 1789, as 
Thanksgiving Day. In his Thanksgiving day Proclamation, President Washington exhorted the people of the United States 
to observe “a day of public thanksgiving and prayer” so that they might acknowledge “with grateful hearts the many 
signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government 
for their safety and happiness.” Washington also reminded us that “it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and 
favor.” 
 
Today let us take heart from the noble example of our first President. Let us pause from our many activities to give 
thanks to almighty God for our bountiful harvests and abundant freedoms. Let us call upon Him for continued guidance 
and assistance in all our endeavors. And let us ever be mindful of the faith and spiritual values that have made our 
Nation great and that alone can keep us great. With joy and gratitude in our hearts, let us sing those stirring stanzas: 
 
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, in the spirit of George Washington 
and the Founders, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 1986, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, and I call upon 
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every citizen of this great Nation to gather together in homes and places of worship on that day of thanks to affirm by 
their prayers and their gratitude the many blessings bestowed upon this land and its people. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eleventh. 
 
RONALD REAGAN 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1987 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Thanksgiving Day is one of our most beloved holidays, an occasion set aside by Americans from earliest times to thank 
our Maker prayerfully and humbly for the blessings and the care He bestows on us and on our beautiful, bountiful land. 
Through the decades, through the centuries, in log cabins, country churches, cathedrals, homes, and halls, the American 
people have paused to give thanks to God, in time of peace and plenty or of danger and distress. 
 
Acknowledgment of dependence on God’s favor was, in fact, our fledgling Nation’s very first order of business. When 
the delegates to the First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia in 1774, they overcame discord by uniting in prayer 
for our country. Despite the differences among them as they began their work, they found common voice in the 35th 
Psalm, which concludes with a verse of joyous gratitude, “And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy 
praise all the day long.” 
 
This year, of course, our Thanksgiving Day celebration coincides with the Bicentennial of the Constitution. In 1789 the 
government established by that great charter of freedom, and “the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed,” 
were cited by George Washington in the first Presidential Thanksgiving Proclamation as among “the great and various 
favors” conferred upon us by the Lord and Ruler of Nations. As we thank the God our first President called “that great 
and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be,” we have even greater 
cause for gratitude than the fresh triumphs that inspired Washington’s prose. We have seen the splendor of our natural 
resource spread across the tables of the world, and we have seen the splendor of freedom cursing with new vigor 
through the channels of history. The cause for which we give thanks, for which so many of our citizens through the years 
have given their lies, has endured 200 years ― a blessing to us and a light to all mankind. 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, 1987, let us, in this unbroken chain of observance, dedicate ourselves to honor anew the Author of 
Liberty and to publicly acknowledge our debt to all those who have sacrificed so much in our behalf. May our gratitude 
always be coupled with petitions for divine guidance and protection for our Nation and with ready help for our 
neighbors in time of need. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 26, 1987, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, and I call upon the citizens of this great Nation to gather 
together in homes and places of worship on that day of thanks to affirm by their prayers and their gratitude the many 
blessings God has bestowed upon us. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 
 
RONALD REAGAN 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1988 
BY RONALD REAGAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The celebration of Thanksgiving Day is one of our Nation’s most venerable and cherished traditions. Almost 200 years 
ago, the first President of these United States, George Washington, issued the first national Thanksgiving Day 
Proclamation under the Constitution and recommended to the American people that they “be devoted to the service of 
that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be.” He called 
upon them to raise “prayers and supplications to the Great Lord and Ruler of Nations,” not merely for continued 
blessings on our own land but on all rulers and nations that they might know “good government, peace, and concord.” 
 
A century ago, President Grover Cleveland called for “prayers and song of praise” that would render to God the 
appreciation of the American people for His mercy and for the abundant harvests and rich rewards He had bestowed 
upon our Nation through the labor of its farmers, shopkeepers, and tradesmen. Both of these Proclamations included 
something else as well: a recognition of our shortcomings and transgressions and our dependence, in total and in every 
particular, on the forgiveness and forbearance of the Almighty. 
 
Today, cognizant of our American heritage of freedom and opportunity, we are again called to gratitude, thanksgiving, 
and contrition. Thanksgiving Day summons every American to pause in the midst of activity, however necessary and 
valuable, to give simple and humble thanks to God. This gracious gratitude is the “service” of which Washington spoke. 
It is a service that opens our hearts to one another as members of a single family gathered around the bounteous table 
of God’s Creation. The images of the Thanksgiving celebrations at America’s earliest settlement ― of Pilgrim and 
Iroquois Confederacy assembled in festive friendship ― resonate with even greater power in our own day. People from 
every race, culture, and creed on the face of the Earth now inhabit this land. Their presence illuminates the basic 
yearning for freedom, peace, and prosperity that has always been the spirit of the New World. 
 
In this year when we as a people enjoy the fruits of economic growth and international cooperation, let us take time 
both to remember the sacrifices that have made this harvest possible and the needs of those who do not fully partake of 
its benefits. The wonder of our agricultural abundance must be recalled as the work of farmer who, under the best and 
worst of conditions, give their all to raise food upon the land. The gratitude that fills our being must be tempered with 
compassion for the needy. The blessings that are ours must be understood as the gift of a loving God Whose greatest 
gift is healing. Let us join then, with the psalmist of old: 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, call on His name,  
Make known His deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to Him, sing praises to Him,  
Tell of all His wonderful works! 
Glory in His holy name;  
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 24, 1988, as a National Day of thanksgiving, and I call upon the citizens of this great Nation to gather together 
in homes and places of worship on that day of thanks to affirm by their prayers and their gratitude the many blessings 
God has bestowed upon us. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirteenth. 
 
RONALD REAGAN 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1989 
BY GEORGE BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, we Americans pause as a Nation to give thanks for the freedom and prosperity with which we 
have been blessed by our Creator. Like the pilgrims who first settled in this land, we offer praise to God for His goodness 
and generosity and rededicate ourselves to lives of service and virtue in His sight. 
 
This annual observance of Thanksgiving was a cherished American tradition even before our first President, George 
Washington, issued the first Presidential Thanksgiving proclamation in 1789. In his first Inaugural Address, President 
Washington observed that “No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the Invisible Hand which conducts the 
affairs of men more than those of the United States.” He noted that the American people ― blessed with victory in their 
fight for Independence and with an abundance of crops in their fields ― owed God “some return of pious gratitude.” 
Later, in a confidential note to his close advisor, James Madison, he asked “should the sense of the Senate be taken on … 
a day of Thanksgiving?” George Washington thus led the way to a Joint Resolution of Congress requesting the President 
to set aside “a day of public Thanksgiving and Prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many 
and signal Favors of Almighty God.” 
 
Through the eloquent words of President Washington’s initial Thanksgiving proclamation ― the first under the 
Constitution ― we are reminded of our dependence upon our Heavenly Father and of the debt of gratitude we owe to 
Him. “It is the Duty of all Nations,” wrote Washington, “to acknowledge the Providence of almighty God, to obey his 
Will, to be grateful for his Benefits, and humbly to implore His Protection and Favor.” 
 
President Washington asked that on Thanksgiving Day the people of the United States: 
 
unite in rendering unto [God] our sincere and humble Thanks for his kind Care and Protection of the People of this 
Country previous to their becoming a Nation; for … the great degree of Tranquility, Union and Plenty which we have 
since enjoyed; for … the civil and religious Liberty with which we are blessed, and … for all the great and various Favors 
which he hath been pleased to confer upon us. 
 
Two hundred years later, we continue to offer thanks to the Almighty ― not only for the material prosperity that our 
Nation enjoys, but also for the blessings of peace and freedom. Our Nation has no greater treasures than these. 
 
As we pause to acknowledge the kindnesses God has shown to us ― and, indeed, His gift of life itself ― we do so in a 
spirit of humility as well as gratitude. When the United States was still a fledgling democracy, President Washington 
asked the American people to unite in prayer to the “great Lord and ruler of Nations,” in order to: 
 
beseech him to pardon our national and other Transgressions; to enable us all, whether in public or private Stations, to 
perform our several and relative Duties properly and punctually; to render our national Government a blessing to all the 
People, by constantly being a Government of wise, just and constitutional Laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and 
obeyed; to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations … and to bless them with good Government, peace and 
Concord. 
 
Today, we, too, pause on Thanksgiving with humble and contrite hearts, mindful of God’s mercy and forgiveness and of 
our continued need for His protection and guidance. On this day, we also remember that one gives praise to God not 
only through prayers of thanksgiving, but also through obedience to His commandments and service to others, 
especially those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
While some Presidents followed Washington’s precedent, and some State Governors did as well, President Lincoln ― 
despite being faced with the dark specter of civil war ― renewed the practice of proclaiming a national day of 
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Thanksgiving. This venerable tradition has been sustained by every President since then, in times of strife as well as 
times of peace and prosperity. 
 
Today, we continue to offer thanks and praise to our Creator, that “Great Author of every public and private good,” for 
the many blessings He has bestowed upon us. In so doing, we recall the timeless words of the 100th Psalm: 
 
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with singing. 
Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves;  
We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise:  
Be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. 
For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting;  
And His truth endureth to all generations. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 
23, 1989, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, and I call upon the American people to gather together in homes and places 
of worship on that day of thanks to affirm by their prayers and their gratitude the many blessings God has bestowed 
upon us and our Nation. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fourteenth. 
 
GEORGE BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1990 
BY GEORGE BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In the first Presidential Thanksgiving Day proclamation, George Washington observed that “it is the Duty of all Nations to 
acknowledge the Providence of Almighty God, to obey his Will, to be grateful for his Benefits, and humbly to implore His 
Protection and Favor.” As a people who have long enjoyed unparalleled material prosperity and the priceless blessings 
of peace and freedom, we Americans cannot fail to fulfill this great, yet joyous, duty. Thus, we pause each year on 
Thanksgiving Day to express our gratitude for the goodness and generosity of our Creator and to ask His continued 
protection and guidance in all our endeavors, both as individuals and as a Nation. 
 
The observance of Thanksgiving was a cherished tradition in America long before George Washington called his 
countrymen “to the service of that great and glorious Being who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that 
is, or that will be.” Indeed, we trace the tradition of giving thanks back to some of the earliest settlers in this country ― 
not only the Pilgrims at Plymouth but also early colonists at Jamestown, New Amsterdam, and St. Augustine. With hands 
clasped in prayer and hearts full of gratitude, these men and women gave public thanks to God for having been 
sustained through times of hardship and peril. 
 
William Bradford’s account of the experience of the settlers at Plymouth Colony is not only a moving description of the 
trials of emigration to a wilderness but also captures their profound faith and contains a timeless exhortation to 
succeeding generations: 
 
Being thus passed the vast ocean ... they had now no friends to welcome them, nor inns to entertain or refresh their 
weather-beaten bodies, no houses or much less towns to repair to ... And for the season it was winter, and they that 
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know the winters of that country know them to be sharp and violent … Besides, what could they see but a hideous and 
desolate wilderness? … Neither could they, as it were, go to the top of Pisgah, to view from this wilderness a more godly 
country to feed their hopes, for which way soever they turned their eyes (save upwards to the heavens) they could have 
little solace or content … what could now sustain them but the spirit of God and His grace? They cried to the Lord, and 
He heard their voice, and looked on their adversity. Let them therefore praise the Lord, because He is good, and His 
mercies endure for ever. 
 
The historic observance of a day of thanksgiving at Plymouth in 1621 was one of many occasions on which our ancestors 
paused to acknowledge their dependence on the mercy and favor of Divine Providence. Today, on this Thanksgiving Day, 
likewise observed during a season of celebration and harvest, we have added cause for rejoicing: the seeds of 
democratic thought sown on these shores continue to take root around the world. In Central and Eastern Europe, in 
Latin America, and elsewhere, courageous men and women are beginning to reap the blessings of freedom and self-
government. Peoples who once suffered under the heavy yoke of totalitarianism have begun to claim the liberty to 
which all are heirs. 
 
Our gratitude for the rights and opportunities we enjoy as Americans may be measured by how carefully we use and 
preserve these gifts, as when we cultivate in our children a love of freedom and an understanding of the responsibilities 
that freedom demands of us. We tend the precious blossom of our liberty when we recall the example of our ancestors 
and strive to ensure that our own lives are firmly rooted in faith. Like our forebears, we must cherish the values and 
beliefs that are the foundation of strong, loving families and caring communities and recognize the importance of 
learning and hard work, because these are the wellspring of progress and prosperity. 
 
The great freedom and prosperity with which we have been blessed is cause for rejoicing ― and it is equally a 
responsibility. Indeed, Scripture tells us that much will be asked of those to whom much has been given. Our “errand in 
the wilderness,” begun more than 350 years ago, is not yet complete. Abroad, we are working toward a new partnership 
of nations. At home, we seek lasting solutions to the problems facing our Nation and pray for a society “with liberty and 
justice for all,” the alleviation of want, and the restoration of hope to all our people. 
 
This Thanksgiving, as we enjoy the company of family and friends, let us gratefully turn our hearts to God, the loving 
Source of all Life and Liberty. Let us seek His forgiveness for our shortcomings and transgressions and renew our 
determination to remain a people worthy of His continued favor and protection. Acknowledging our dependence on the 
Almighty, obeying His Commandments, and reaching out to help those who do not share fully in this Nation’s bounty is 
the most heartfelt and meaningful answer we can give to the timeless appeal of the Psalmist: “O give thanks to the Lord 
for He is good: for his steadfast love endures forever.” 
 
Finally, on this Thanksgiving Day, let us also remember all those Americans abroad who labor to advance the ideals for 
which this great Nation stands. Whether Peace Corps volunteers or military or diplomatic personnel, these selfless 
individuals often accept great personal risks and sacrifices to serve our country. Let us remember, in particular, those 
Americans held hostage and members of the Armed Forces serving in the Persian Gulf region. On this day, let us pray for 
their well-being and their safe return to the United States. And let us be thankful that such fine men and women are still 
willing to answer the call of duty to country and to defend the cause of liberty. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States of America, do hereby call upon the American 
people to observe Thursday, November 22, 1990, as a National Day of thanksgiving and to gather together in homes and 
places of worship on that day of thanks to affirm by their prayers and their gratitude the many blessings God has 
bestowed upon us. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifteenth. 
 
GEORGE BUSH 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1991 
BY GEORGE BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
From the moment it was “conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal,” our 
Nation has enjoyed the mercy and protection of Almighty God. Thus, when we join with family and friends on 
Thanksgiving, we celebrate not only the many blessings that we have received as individuals ― including the gift of life 
itself ― but also our great fortune as one nation under God. On this occasion, Americans of every race, creed, and walk 
of life are united by a profound sense of gratitude and duty. 
 
As we continue the Thanksgiving tradition, a tradition cherished by every generation of Americans, we reflect in a special 
way on the blessings of the past year. When this Nation and its coalition partners took up arms in a last-resort effort to 
repel aggression in the Persian Gulf, we were spared the terrible consequences of a long and protracted struggle. 
Indeed, the millions of people who prayed for a quick end to the fighting saw those prayers answered with a swiftness 
and certainty that exceeded all expectations. During the past year, we have also witnessed the demise of communism 
and welcomed millions of courageous people into the community of free nations. 
 
Of course, as we give thanks for these and other developments, we also remember the less fortunate ― those who do 
not yet share in the promise of freedom; those who do not know the comfort of peace and security; and those whose 
tables do not reflect prosperity and plenty. 
 
Time and again, Scripture describes our Creator’s special love for the poor. As the Psalmist wrote, “He pours contempt 
upon princes … yet sets the poor on high from affliction.” In this great nation, we have a special obligation to care for the 
ill and the destitute. Therefore, recalling that much will be asked of those to whom much has been given, let us resolve 
to make food drives and other forms of charity an increasingly important part of our Thanksgiving tradition. 
 
On this occasion, as we count our blessings and reach out to help the less fortunate, we also do well to remember that, 
in many ways, the poorest nations are those who neither recognize nor revere what our Founders called “the laws of 
Nature and of Nature’s God.” Indeed, we have seen totalitarian regimes impoverish entire peoples, not just 
economically, but spiritually, by denigrating religion and by denying the inherent dignity and worth of individuals. The 
moral bankruptcy of communism should remind every free nation of the dangers of cynicism and materialism. 
 
Similarly, can any individual be truly rich or truly satisfied if he or she has not discovered the rewards of service to one’s 
fellowman? Since most of us first experience the love of God through the goodness and generosity of others, what 
better gift could we give our children than a positive example? 
 
Finally, as we gather with family and friends on Thanksgiving, we know that our greatest blessings are not necessarily 
material ones. Indeed, perhaps the best thing about this occasion is that it reminds us that God loves each and every 
one of us. Like a faithful and loving parent, He always stands ready to comfort, guide, and forgive. That is our real cause 
for Thanksgiving, today and every day of our lives. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 
28, 1991, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I urge all Americans to gather together in their homes and in places of 
worship on that day to offer thanks to Almighty God for the many blessings that He has bestowed upon us as individuals 
and as a Nation. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixteenth. 
 
GEORGE BUSH 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1992 
BY GEORGE BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
At no time of year are Americans more mindful of our heritage as one Nation under God than at Thanksgiving ― a day 
when people of every race, creed, and walk of life join in celebrating the many blessings that we have received as 
individuals and as a Nation. Thanksgiving is among the happiest of days because it fills our hearts with appreciation for 
the things that matter most: the goodness of our Creator, the love of family and friends, and, of course, the gift of life 
itself. In addition to giving thanks for our individual blessings, we Americans also join on this occasion in celebrating our 
shared legacy of freedom. 
 
Since the earliest days of our Republic, Americans have been deeply aware of our indebtedness to the Almighty and our 
obligations as a people He has blessed. Even in the course of long, difficult journeys to these shores, our ancestors 
gratefully acknowledged the sustaining power or God ― and the faithfulness they owed in return. Recognizing their 
quest for freedom as an enterprise no less historic than the ancient Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, John Winthrop 
reminded his fellow pilgrims in 1630: 
 
Now if the Lord shall please to hear us, and bring us in peace to the place that we desire, then hath He ratified this 
covenant and sealed our commission, [and] will expect a strict performance of the articles contained in it … to do justly, 
to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God.  
 
By remaining grateful for, and faithful to, that divine commission, America has become a model of freedom and justice 
to the world ― as our pilgrim ancestors envisioned, a shining “city upon a hill.” 
 
Ever grateful for our freedom and security, we Americans have worked to share these blessings with others, and today 
we rejoice in the fact that the seeds of democratic thought sown on these shores more than 300 years ago continue to 
blossom around the globe. Yet, even as we give thanks for the demise of imperial communism and for the current 
harvest of liberty throughout the world, like our ancestors we also recall our duties as stewards of this great and blessed 
land. As General Dwight Eisenhower said during World War II: 
 
The winning of freedom is not to be compared to the winning of a game, with the victory recorded forever in history. 
Freedom has its life in the hearts, the actions, the spirits of men, and so it must be daily earned and refreshed ― else 
like a flower cut from its life-giving roots, it will wither and die. 
 
The liberty that we enjoy today is clearly rooted in our Nation’s Judeo-Christian moral heritage and in the timeless 
values that have united Americans of all religions and all walks of life: love of God and family, personal responsibility and 
virtue, respect for the law, and concern for others. If the American Experiment is to continue to bear fruit in generations 
to come, we must cultivate those values in our children and teach them, by word and example, the difference between 
liberty and license, between the grateful exercise of freedom and the misuse of our precious rights. 
 
This Thanksgiving, as we reflect on our Nation’s heritage and give thanks to God for our many blessings, let us renew the 
solemn commitment that John Winthrop and his fellow pilgrims made more than 300 years ago. At a time when so many 
of the world’s peoples look to America’s example, let us stand for a liberty “to that only which is good, just, and honest.” 
Mindful, too, that “he that gives to the poor lends to the Lord,” let us reach out with generosity to persons in need ― 
strangers who are hungry and homeless, neighbors who are sick or lonely, and loved ones who are eager for our time, 
attention, and encouragement. 
 
I am both confident and grateful that ― in the future, as in the past ― this thanksgiving tradition will continue to bind us 
in appreciation of life’s greatest blessings: our families and friends, our rich heritage of freedom, and, most of all, the 
unchanging wisdom and presence of Almighty God. 



Thanksgiving Day Proclamations By Presidents Of The United States Of America  Page 104 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 
26, 1992, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I urge all Americans to gather in their homes and in places of worship on 
that day to offer thanks to the Almighty for the many blessings that He has granted us as individuals and as a Nation. 
May we always strive to remain worthy of them. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and seventeenth. 
 
GEORGE BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1993 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
From the beginnings of our Nation, we have sought to recognize the providence and mercy of God with words and acts 
of gratitude, indeed with effort and energy toward helping others wherever need occurred. In the colorful days and 
weeks when the autumn of the year brings ripe and fruitful harvest across our land, Americans give thanks for many 
blessings. It is a time of bounty and generosity, a time to come together in peace. 
 
This is the true spirit of Thanksgiving: acknowledging God’s graciousness, and in response, reaching out in service to 
others. This spirit was apparent in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1621, when Pilgrim immigrants sat down with native 
Americans and celebrated their common harvest. 
 
This same spirit of Thanksgiving inspires our great nation and our people to act with justice and concern toward all the 
peoples of the world and toward one another here at home. We are grateful for the dramatic progress made towards a 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East and for the Agreement signed in our United States; we are thankful for the 
relief efforts that our Nation and other have undertaken where natural disasters have struck unmercifully. 
 
Still, in this final decade of the twentieth century, we face great challenges. The troubled areas of our world continue to 
challenge our ability to find peaceful and equitable solutions. On this Thanksgiving Day, the hospitality and harmony of 
loved ones, friends, and neighbors, remind each of us that we belong to the larger family of mankind. 
 
As we gather together during this sacred and cherished time, let us pledge to build a new America where everyone will 
have a place at the table, and no one will be left out. In this way we will truly maintain the spirit of thanksgiving that has 
enriched our country since its beginnings. While recognizing the importance of individual responsibility, we will continue 
to place the strength and benevolence of this great Nation at the service of all its people, indeed of all the peoples of the 
earth. Then, in these richer years, we will reap a true and fruitful harvest. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 1993, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage the citizens of this great Nation to gather in their homes, places of worship, or 
wherever they may choose to express heartfelt thanks for the abundance bestowed on us throughout our history. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighteenth. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 1994 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As the end of another year draws closer, we are again filled with thankfulness for the blessings of a fruitful land. For 
more than 200 years, Americans have welcomed autumn’s harvest with gratitude and goodwill. On Thanksgiving Day, 
we set aside our daily routines to acknowledge the bounty and mercy of Divine Providence. With full hearts, we bask in 
the warmth of family and community gatherings, and we reflect on the challenge, responsibility, and privilege that are 
ours as citizens of these United States. 
 
It is our great fortune to live in a country of abundance and promise―a land of freedom for all. Still only a few 
generations removed from our Nation’s founders, we continue to blaze a trail toward stability and justice. Aspiring to lift 
ourselves closer to God’s grace, we remain determined to ease the pain of the many people who know only poverty and 
despair. Clearly, ours is an unfinished journey. 
 
Our destination must be to create the means for every one of us to prosper, to enjoy sound education, meaningful work 
experience, protective health care, and personal security. It is our responsibility to prompt the national conscience so 
that by fostering virtue, wisdom, and moral values, we rejoice in our growth as a people. 
 
Our challenge is to give assistance and encouragement that are equitable and just and that alleviate human suffering. 
Our responsibility is to nurture the processes of peace and equal human rights everywhere with compassion and 
concern. And like other pioneers before us, it is our privilege to be able to aim toward lofty goals. 
 
Across this land as people gather together with loved ones to savor the bounty of the Thanksgiving Holiday, I invite each 
family, each religious congregation, each community and city, to celebrate your experience of the American heritage. 
Reach out in friendship and cooperation to the people of your hometown. Take responsibility for bringing harmony and 
hope, peace and prosperity to all of the inhabitants of our world. Share the privileges of freedom and the challenge of 
working for a better world. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 1994, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I urge the citizens of this great Nation to continue this beloved tradition and to strengthen it by 
gathering in their homes and places of worship to express their heartfelt gratitude for the many blessings of our lives. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh day of October, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
nineteenth. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1995 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In 1621, Massachusetts Bay Governor William Bradford invited members of the neighboring Wampanoag tribe to join 
the Pilgrims as they celebrated their first harvest in a new land. This 3-day festival brought people together to delight in 
the richness of the earth and to give praise for their new friendships and progress. More than 300 years later, the 
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tradition inspired by that gathering continues on Thanksgiving Day across America―a holiday that unites citizens from 
every culture, race, and background in common thanks for the gifts we receive from God. 
 
As we pause to reflect on the events of the past year, we recognize anew our Nation’s many and wonderful blessings. 
We are deeply grateful for the abundance that keeps America strong and prosperous; for our freedoms and the freedom 
spreading to people all over the world; for the new hope of peace in regions where people have suffered much but are 
working hard toward reconciliation; for the 50 years of international cooperation that have followed the end of World 
War II; and especially for the generosity and love that united our Nation after the tragedy in Oklahoma City. Let us open 
our hearts to the grace that makes all good things possible and acknowledge God’s care for our world.  
Let us each take time to offer thanks for the bounty of our own lives and for the relatives and friends that gather with us 
to share food and companionship on this special day. We give praise for the relationships that sustain us―in our 
families, churches, schools, and communities. We voice our appreciation for the satisfaction of work and the joys of 
leisure, and, most of all, we give thanks for the children that enrich our lives and remind us daily that we are the 
stewards of the earth and all its possibilities. 
 
This cherished season also calls us to look forward to the challenges that lie before us as individuals and as a country. 
With God’s help, we can shoulder our responsibilities so that future generations will inherit the wealth of opportunities 
we now enjoy. In everything we do, we must plan for the Thanksgivings to come and continue our efforts to build an 
America where everyone has a place at the table and a fair share in our Nation’s harvest. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 1995, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the United States to assemble in their homes, places of worship, or 
community centers to share the spirit of goodwill and prayer; to express heartfelt gratitude for the blessings of life; and 
to reach out in friendship to our brothers and sisters in the larger family of mankind. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twentieth. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
  
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1996 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
America’s oldest tradition, Thanksgiving is also a reaffirmation of our most deeply held values; a public recognition that, 
in the words of Thomas Jefferson, ``God who gave us life gave us liberty.’’ In gratitude for God’s gift of freedom and ``for 
all the great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us,’’ George Washington made Thanksgiving 
his first proclamation for the new Nation, and it is one we are privileged to renew each year. 
 
Much has changed for America in the two centuries since that first Thanksgiving proclamation. Generations of 
hardworking men and women have cultivated our soil and worked the land, and today America’s bounty helps feed the 
world. The promise of freedom that sustained our founders through the hardships of the Revolution and the first 
challenging days of nationhood has become a reality for millions of immigrants who left their homelands for a new life 
on these shores. And the light of that freedom now shines brightly in many nations that once lived in the shadows of 
tyranny and oppression. 
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But across the years, we still share an unbroken bond with the men and women who first proclaimed Thanksgiving in 
our land. Americans today still cherish the fresh air of freedom, in which we can raise our families and worship God as 
we choose without fear of persecution. We still rejoice in this great land and in the civil and religious liberty it offers to 
all. And we still―and always―raise our voices in prayer to God, thanking Him in humility for the countless blessings He 
has bestowed on our Nation and our people. 
 
Let us now, this Thanksgiving Day, reawaken ourselves and our neighbors and our communities to the genius of our 
founders in daring to build the world’s first constitutional democracy on the foundation of trust and thanks to God. Out 
of our right and proper rejoicing on Thanksgiving Day, let us give our own thanks to God and reaffirm our love of family, 
neighbor, and community. Each of us can be an instrument of blessing to those we touch this Thanksgiving Day―and 
every day of the year. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 1996, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the United States to assemble in their homes, places of worship, or 
community centers to share the spirit of goodwill and prayer; to express heartfelt gratitude for the blessings of life; and 
to reach out in friendship to our brothers and sisters in the larger family of mankind. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-first. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1997 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Another year has passed on our American journey. The seasons have completed another cycle, and it is harvest time in 
America. Once again, millions of us will gather with family and friends to give thanks to God for the many blessings that 
He has bestowed upon us. 
 
This Thanksgiving Day, as every day, we are grateful for the gift of freedom, for the vision made real by our Nation’s 
founders and preserved by the courage, vigilance, and sacrifice of generations of Americans. We are thankful for the 
bounty and beauty of this great land, which has welcomed so many to its shores across the years. We cherish the love of 
our families and friends. We value the opportunity to provide for our children’s future with the fruits of our honest 
labor. And, like the Pilgrims who celebrated Thanksgiving more than 300 years ago, we thank God for bringing us safely 
to the threshold of a new world, full of exhilarating challenge and promise. 
 
In this new world, our children are growing up free from the shadows of the Cold War and the threat of nuclear 
holocaust. Nations once held captive by communism are learning the lessons of liberty and democracy. A revolution in 
technology has brought the world closer together and holds the prospect of greater knowledge and prosperity for 
people across the globe. 
 
More than three centuries of change and growth separate us from the Pilgrims and their Native American friends who 
sat down together for their Thanksgiving meal. But the example and experience of those early Americans still hold great 
meaning for us today. They remind us that God’s love strengthens and sustains us, both as individuals and as a Nation. 
They remind us that everyone has something to contribute, and that we are all richer when we learn to share. They 
teach us a simple but powerful lesson that each new generation of Americans must learn and pass on: we need one 
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another. Like the Pilgrims, if we are to flourish in our new world, we must do so not as isolated individuals, but as 
members of a family, one America, sharing our gifts and leaving no one behind. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 1997, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to assemble in their homes, places of worship, or community centers to 
share the spirit of goodwill and prayer; to express heartfelt thanks to God for the many blessings He has bestowed upon 
us; and to reach out in true friendship to our brothers and sisters across this land who, together, comprise our great 
American family. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
second. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1998 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Thanksgiving Day is one of America’s most beloved and widely celebrated holidays. Whether descendants of the original 
colonists or new citizens, Americans join with family and friends to give thanks to a provident God for the blessings of 
freedom, peace, and plenty. 
 
We are a Nation of people who have come from many countries, cultures, and creeds. The colonial Thanksgiving at 
Plymouth in 1621, when the Pilgrims of the Old World mingled in fellowship and celebration with the American Indians 
of the New World, foreshadowed the challenge and opportunity that such diversity has always offered us: to live 
together in peace with respect and appreciation for our differences and to draw on one another’s strengths in the work 
of building a great and unified Nation. 
 
And so at Thanksgiving we must also remember to be thankful for the many contributions each generation of Americans 
has made to preserve our blessings. We are thankful for the brave patriots who have fought and died to defend our 
freedom and uphold our belief in human dignity. We are thankful for the men and women who have worked this land 
throughout the decades, from the stony farms of New England to the broad wheat fields of the Great Plains to the fertile 
vineyards of California, sharing our country’s bounty with their fellow Americans and people around the world. We are 
thankful for the leaders and visionaries who have challenged us through the years to fulfill America’s promise for all our 
people, to make real in our society our fundamental ideals of freedom, equality, and justice. We are thankful for the 
countless quiet heroes and heroines who work hard each day, raise their families with love and care, and still find time 
and energy to make their communities better places in which to live. Each of us has reason to be proud of our part in 
building America, and each of us has reason to be grateful to our fellow Americans for the success of these efforts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 26, 1998, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the United States to assemble in their homes, places of worship, or 
community centers to share the spirit of goodwill and prayer; to express heartfelt thanks to God for the many blessings 
He has bestowed upon us; and to reach out in true gratitude and friendship to our brothers and sisters across this land 
who, together, comprise our great American family. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-third. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1999 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Well over three and a half centuries ago, strengthened by faith and bound by a common desire for liberty, a small band 
of Pilgrims sought out a place in the New World where they could worship according to their own beliefs. Surviving their 
first harsh winter in Massachusetts and grateful to a merciful God for a sustaining harvest, the men and women of 
Plymouth Colony set aside three days as a time to give thanks for the bounty of their fields, the fruits of their labor, the 
chance to live in peace with their Native American neighbors, and the blessings of a land where they could live and 
worship freely. 
 
We have come far on our American journey since that early Thanksgiving. In the intervening years, we have lived 
through times of war and peace, years of poverty and plenty, and seasons of social and political upheaval that have 
shaped and forever changed our national character and experience. As we gather around our Thanksgiving tables again 
this year, it is a fitting time to reflect on how the events of our rich history have affected those we care about and those 
who came before us. As we acknowledge the past, we do so knowing that the individual blessings for which we give 
thanks may have changed, but our gratitude to God and our commitment to our fellow Americans remain constant. 
 
Today we count among our national blessings a time of unprecedented prosperity, with an expanding economy, record 
low rates of poverty and unemployment among our people, and the limitless opportunities to improve the quality of life 
that new technologies present to us. We can give thanks today that for the first time in history, more than half the 
world’s people live under governments of their own choosing. And we remain grateful for the peace and freedom 
America continues to enjoy thanks to the courage and patriotism of our men and women in uniform. 
 
But the spirit of Thanksgiving requires more than just an acknowledgment of our blessings; it calls upon us to reach out 
and share those blessings with others. We must strive to fulfill the promise of the extraordinary era in which we live and 
enter the new century with a commitment to widen the circle of opportunity, break down the prejudices that alienate us 
from one another, and build an America of understanding and inclusion, strong in our diversity, responsible in our 
freedom, and generous in sharing our bounty with those in need. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 1999, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the United States to assemble in their homes, places of worship, or 
community centers to share the spirit of fellowship and prayer and to reinforce the ties of family and community; to 
express heartfelt thanks to God for the many blessings He has bestowed upon us; and to reach out in true gratitude and 
friendship to our brothers and sisters in the larger family of humankind. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 2000 
BY WILLIAM J. CLINTON, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
We have much to be grateful for this Thanksgiving Day. Our Nation is free, prosperous, and at peace. The remarkable 
growth in human knowledge and technological innovation offers real hope for defeating the age-old enemies of 
humanity: poverty, famine, and disease. Our dynamic economy continues to generate millions of new jobs, and, as 
wages rise and unemployment falls to its lowest level in more than a generation, millions of American families are 
sharing in the bounty of this great land for the first time. 
 
Sharing in God’s blessings is at the heart of Thanksgiving and at the core of the American spirit. At Plymouth in 1621, the 
Pilgrims celebrated their first harvest in the New World thanks to the generosity of their Native American neighbors. In 
return, the Pilgrims invited these tribal members to share in their harvest festival. At Thanksgiving this year and every 
year, in worship services and family celebrations across our country, Americans carry on that tradition of giving, sharing 
not only with family and friends, but also with those in need throughout their communities. 
 
Every generation of Americans has benefited from the generosity, talents, efforts, and contributions of their fellow 
citizens. All of us have been enriched by the diverse cultures, traditions, and beliefs of the millions of people who, by 
birth or choice, have come to call America their home. All of us are beneficiaries of our founders’ wisdom and of the 
service and sacrifice of our men and women in uniform. While Americans are an independent people, we are 
interdependent as well, and our greatest achievements are those we have accomplished together. 
 
As we celebrate Thanksgiving, let us remember with gratitude that despite our differences in background, age, politics, 
or race, each of us is a member of our larger American family and that, working together, there is nothing we cannot 
accomplish in this promising new century. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 2000, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the United States to assemble in their homes, places of worship, and 
community centers to share the spirit of fellowship and prayer and to reinforce the ties of family and community; to 
express heartfelt thanks to God for our many blessings; and to reach out in gratitude and friendship to our brothers and 
sisters across this land who, together, comprise our great American family. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 
 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
 
~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2001 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Nearly half a century ago, President Dwight Eisenhower proclaimed Thanksgiving as a time when Americans should 
celebrate “the plentiful yield of our soil . . . the beauty of our land . . . the preservation of those ideals of liberty and 
justice that form the basis of our national life, and the hope of international peace.”Now, in the painful aftermath of the 
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September 11 attacks and in the midst of our resolute war on terrorism, President Eisenhower’s hopeful words point us 
to our collective obligation to defend the enduring principles of freedom that form the foundation of our Republic. 
 
During these extraordinary times, we find particular assurance from our Thanksgiving tradition, which reminds us that 
we, as a people and individually, always have reason to hope and trust in God, despite great adversity. In 1621 in New 
England, the Pilgrims gave thanks to God, in whom they placed their hope, even though a bitter winter had taken many 
of their brethren. In the winter of 1777, General George Washington and his army, having just suffered great 
misfortune, stopped near Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, to give thanks to God. And there, in the throes of great difficulty, 
they found the hope they needed to persevere. That hope in freedom eventually inspired them to victory. 
 
In 1789, President Washington, recollecting the countless blessings for which our new Nation should give thanks, 
declared the first National Day of Thanksgiving. And decades later, with the Nation embroiled in a bloody civil war, 
President Abraham Lincoln revived what is now an annual tradition of issuing a presidential proclamation of 
Thanksgiving. President Lincoln asked God to “heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be 
consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and Union.” 
 
As we recover from the terrible tragedies of September 11, Americans of every belief and heritage give thanks to God 
for the many blessings we enjoy as a free, faithful, and fair-minded land. Let us particularly give thanks for the self-less 
sacrifices of those who responded in service to others after the terrorist attacks, setting aside their own safety as they 
reached out to help their neighbors. Let us also give thanks for our leaders at every level who have planned and 
coordinated the myriad of responses needed to address this unprecedented national crisis. And let us give thanks for the 
millions of people of faith who have opened their hearts to those in need with love and prayer, bringing us a deeper 
unity and stronger resolve. 
 
In thankfulness and humility, we acknowledge, especially now, our dependence on One greater than ourselves. On this 
day of Thanksgiving, let our thanksgiving be revealed in the compassionate support we render to our fellow citizens who 
are grieving unimaginable loss; and let us reach out with care to those in need of food, shelter, and words of hope. May 
Almighty God, who is our refuge and our strength in this time of trouble, watch over our homeland, protect us, and 
grant us patience, resolve, and wisdom in all that is to come. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 2001, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage Americans to assemble in their homes, places of worship, or community centers to 
reinforce ties of family and community, express our profound thanks for the many blessings we enjoy, and reach out in 
true gratitude and friendship to our friends around the world. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.  
 
GEORGE W. BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2002 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
In celebration of Thanksgiving Day 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt wrote, “Rarely has any people enjoyed greater 
prosperity than we are now enjoying. For this we render heartfelt and solemn thanks to the Giver of Good; and we seek 
to praise Him ― not by words only ― but by deeds, by the way in which we do our duty to ourselves and to our fellow 
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men.” President Roosevelt’s words gracefully remind us that, as citizens of this great Nation, we have much for which to 
be thankful; and his timeless call inspires us to meet our responsibilities to help those in need and to promote greater 
understanding at home and abroad. 
 
As the Pilgrims did almost four centuries ago, we gratefully give thanks this year for the beauty, abundance, and 
opportunity this great land offers. We also thank God for the blessings of freedom and prosperity; and, with gratitude 
and humility, we acknowledge the importance of faith in our lives. 
 
Throughout the Thanksgiving holiday, let us renew our commitment to make our country and our world better. As we 
welcome new opportunities and face new challenges, we are thankful for the resolve and generosity of so many of our 
people who are touching countless hearts and souls through thoughtful acts of kindness. By answering the call to serve 
others, Americans are building a culture of service that strengthens our Nation. We also honor and salute the selfless 
sacrifice of the brave men and women of our Armed Forces who are defending our lives and liberty at home and abroad 
with skill, honor, and dedication. 
 
This Thanksgiving, we recognize the ties of friendship and respect that bind us together. And we renew our pledge to 
uphold the timeless principles of freedom, equality, and opportunity that have made our country into a great Nation. By 
working together, we will continue to build mutual trust, peace, and hope for all across this land and around the world. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 2002, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage Americans to gather in their homes, places of worship, and community centers to 
share the spirit of understanding and unity, and of prayer, as we express our thanks for the many blessings we enjoy. I 
also encourage Americans to reach out in friendship to the larger family of humankind. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh. 
  
GEORGE W. BUSH  
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2003 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Each year on Thanksgiving, we gather with family and friends to thank God for the many blessings He has given us, and 
we ask God to continue to guide and watch over our country. 
 
Almost 400 years ago, after surviving their first winter at Plymouth, the Pilgrims celebrated a harvest feast to give 
thanks. George Washington proclaimed the first National Day of Thanksgiving in 1789, and Abraham Lincoln revived the 
tradition during the Civil War. Since that time, our citizens have paused to express thanks for the bounty of blessings we 
enjoy and to spend time with family and friends. In want or in plenty, in times of challenge or times of calm, we always 
have reasons to be thankful. 
 
America is a land of abundance, prosperity, and hope. We must never take for granted the things that make our country 
great: a firm foundation of freedom, justice, and equality; a belief in democracy and the rule of law; and our 
fundamental rights to gather, speak, and worship freely. 
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These liberties do not come without cost. Throughout history, many have sacrificed to preserve our freedoms and to 
defend peace around the world. Today, the brave men and women of our military continue this noble tradition. These 
heroes and their loved ones have the gratitude of our Nation. 
 
On this day, we also remember those less fortunate among us. They are our neighbors and our fellow citizens, and we 
are committed to reaching out to them and to all of those in need in our communities. 
 
 
This Thanksgiving, we again give thanks for all of our blessings and for the freedoms we enjoy every day. Our Founders 
thanked the Almighty and humbly sought His wisdom and blessing. May we always live by that same trust, and may God 
continue to watch over and bless the United States of America. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 2003, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage Americans to gather in their homes, places of worship, and community centers to 
share the spirit of understanding and prayer and to reinforce ties of family and community. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 
  
GEORGE W. BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2004 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
All across America, we gather this week with the people we love to give thanks to God for the blessings in our lives. We 
are grateful for our freedom, grateful for our families and friends, and grateful for the many gifts of America. On 
Thanksgiving Day, we acknowledge that all of these things, and life itself, come from the Almighty God. 
 
Almost four centuries ago, the Pilgrims celebrated a harvest feast to thank God after suffering through a brutal winter. 
President George Washington proclaimed the first National Day of Thanksgiving in 1789, and President Lincoln revived 
the tradition during the Civil War, asking Americans to give thanks with “one heart and one voice.” Since then, in times 
of war and in times of peace, Americans have gathered with family and friends and given thanks to God for our 
blessings. 
 
Thanksgiving is also a time to share our blessings with those who are less fortunate. Americans this week will gather 
food and clothing for neighbors in need. Many young people will give part of their holiday to volunteer at homeless 
shelters and food pantries. On Thanksgiving, we remember that the true strength of America lies in the hearts and souls 
of the American people. By seeking out those who are hurting and by lending a hand, Americans touch the lives of their 
fellow citizens and help make our Nation and the world a better place. 
 
This Thanksgiving, we express our gratitude to our dedicated firefighters and police officers who help keep our 
homeland safe. We are grateful to the homeland security and intelligence personnel who spend long hours on faithful 
watch. And we give thanks for the Americans in our Armed Forces who are serving around the world to secure our 
country and advance the cause of freedom. These brave men and women make our entire Nation proud, and we thank 
them and their families for their sacrifice. 
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On this Thanksgiving Day, we thank God for His blessings and ask Him to continue to guide and watch over our Nation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 2004, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to gather together in their homes and places of worship to reinforce the 
ties of family and community and to express gratitude for the many blessings we enjoy. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 
 
GEORGE W. BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2005 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Thanksgiving Day is a time to remember our many blessings and to celebrate the opportunities that freedom affords. 
Explorers and settlers arriving in this land often gave thanks for the extraordinary plenty they found. And today, we 
remain grateful to live in a country of liberty and abundance. We give thanks for the love of family and friends, and we 
ask God to continue to watch over America. 
 
This Thanksgiving, we pray and express thanks for the men and women who work to keep America safe and secure. 
Members of our Armed Forces, State and local law enforcement, and first responders embody our Nation’s highest 
ideals of courage and devotion to duty. Our country is grateful for their service and for the support and sacrifice of their 
families. We ask God’s special blessings on those who have lost loved ones in the line of duty. 
 
We also remember those affected by the destruction of natural disasters. Their tremendous determination to recover 
their lives exemplifies the American spirit, and we are grateful for those across our Nation who answered the cries of 
their neighbors in need and provided them with food, shelter, and a helping hand. We ask for continued strength and 
perseverance as we work to rebuild these communities and return hope to our citizens. 
 
We give thanks to live in a country where freedom reigns, justice prevails, and hope prospers. We recognize that 
America is a better place when we answer the universal call to love a neighbor and help those in need. May God bless 
and guide the United States of America as we move forward. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 2005, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to gather together in their homes and places of worship with family, 
friends, and loved ones to reinforce the ties that bind us and give thanks for the freedoms and many blessings we enjoy. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 
  
GEORGE W. BUSH 
 
~~~ 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 2006 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
As Americans gather with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving Day, we give thanks for the many ways that our 
Nation and our people have been blessed. 
 
The Thanksgiving tradition dates back to the earliest days of our society, celebrated in decisive moments in our history 
and in quiet times around family tables. Nearly four centuries have passed since early settlers gave thanks for their safe 
arrival and pilgrims enjoyed a harvest feast to thank God for allowing them to survive a harsh winter in the New World. 
General George Washington observed Thanksgiving during the Revolutionary War, and in his first proclamation after 
becoming President, he declared November 26, 1789, a national day of “thanksgiving and prayer.” During the Civil War, 
President Abraham Lincoln revived the tradition of proclaiming a day of thanksgiving, reminding a divided Nation of its 
founding ideals. 
 
At this time of great promise for America, we are grateful for the freedoms guaranteed by our Constitution and 
defended by our Armed Forces throughout the generations. Today, many of these courageous men and women are 
securing our peace in places far from home, and we pay tribute to them and to their families for their service, sacrifice, 
and strength. We also honor the families of the fallen and lift them up in our prayers. 
 
Our citizens are privileged to live in the world’s freest country, where the hope of the American dream is within the 
reach of every person. Americans share a desire to answer the universal call to serve something greater than ourselves, 
and we see this spirit every day in the millions of volunteers throughout our country who bring hope and healing to 
those in need. On this Thanksgiving Day, and throughout the year, let us show our gratitude for the blessings of 
freedom, family, and faith, and may God continue to bless America. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 2006, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to gather together in their homes and places of worship with family, 
friends, and loved ones to reinforce the ties that bind us and give thanks for the freedoms and many blessings we enjoy. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first. 
 
GEORGE W. BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2007 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Americans are a grateful people, ever mindful of the many ways we have been blessed. On Thanksgiving Day, we lift our 
hearts in gratitude for the freedoms we enjoy, the people we love, and the gifts of our prosperous land. 
 
Our country was founded by men and women who realized their dependence on God and were humbled by His 
providence and grace. The early explorers and settlers who arrived in this land gave thanks for God’s protection and for 
the extraordinary natural abundance they found. Since the first National Day of Thanksgiving was proclaimed by 
President George Washington, Americans have come together to offer thanks for our many blessings. We recall the 
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great privilege it is to live in a land where freedom is the right of every person and where all can pursue their dreams. 
We express our deep appreciation for the sacrifices of the honorable men and women in uniform who defend liberty. As 
they work to advance the cause of freedom, our Nation keeps these brave individuals and their families in our thoughts, 
and we pray for their safe return. 
 
While Thanksgiving is a time to gather in a spirit of gratitude with family, friends, and neighbors, it is also an opportunity 
to serve others and to share our blessings with those in need. By answering the universal call to love a neighbor as we 
want to be loved ourselves, we make our Nation a more hopeful and caring place. 
 
This Thanksgiving, may we reflect upon the past year with gratefulness and look toward the future with hope. Let us give 
thanks for all we have been given and ask God to continue to bless our families and our Nation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 2007, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to gather together in their homes and places of worship with family, 
friends, and loved ones to reinforce the ties that bind us and give thanks for the freedoms and many blessings we enjoy. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. 
 
GEORGE W. BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2008 
BY GEORGE W. BUSH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Thanksgiving is a time for families and friends to gather together and express gratitude for all that we have been given, 
the freedoms we enjoy, and the loved ones who enrich our lives. We recognize that all of these blessings, and life itself, 
come not from the hand of man but from Almighty God. 
 
Every Thanksgiving, we remember the story of the Pilgrims who came to America in search of religious freedom and a 
better life. Having arrived in the New World, these early settlers gave thanks to the Author of Life for granting them safe 
passage to this abundant land and protecting them through a bitter winter. Our Nation’s first President, George 
Washington, stated in the first Thanksgiving proclamation that “It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and 
favor.” While in the midst of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln revived the tradition of proclaiming a day of 
thanksgiving, asking God to heal our wounds and restore our country. 
 
Today, as we look back on the beginnings of our democracy, Americans recall that we live in a land of many blessings 
where every person has the right to live, work, and worship in freedom. Our Nation is especially thankful for the brave 
men and women of our Armed Forces who protect these rights while setting aside their own comfort and safety. Their 
courage keeps us free, their sacrifice makes us grateful, and their character makes us proud. Especially during the 
holidays, our whole country keeps them and their families in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Americans are also mindful of the need to share our gifts with others, and our Nation is moved to compassionate action. 
We pay tribute to all caring citizens who reach out a helping hand and serve a cause larger than themselves. 
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On this day, let us all give thanks to God who blessed our Nation’s first days and who blesses us today. May He continue 
to guide and watch over our families and our country always. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 27, 2008, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to gather together in their homes and places of worship with family, friends, 
and loved ones to strengthen the ties that bind us and give thanks for the freedoms and many blessings we enjoy. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 
 
GEORGE W. BUSH 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2009 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
What began as a harvest celebration between European settlers and indigenous communities nearly four centuries ago 
has become our cherished tradition of Thanksgiving. This day’s roots are intertwined with those of our Nation, and its 
history traces the American narrative. Today, we recall President George Washington, who proclaimed our first national 
day of public thanksgiving to be observed “by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty 
God,” and President Abraham Lincoln, who established our annual Thanksgiving Day to help mend a fractured Nation in 
the midst of civil war. We also recognize the contributions of Native Americans, who helped the early colonists survive 
their first harsh winter and continue to strengthen our Nation. From our earliest days of independence, and in times of 
tragedy and triumph, Americans have come together to celebrate Thanksgiving. 
 
As Americans, we hail from every part of the world. While we observe traditions from every culture, Thanksgiving Day is 
a unique national tradition we all share. Its spirit binds us together as one people, each of us thankful for our common 
blessings. 
 
As we gather once again among loved ones, let us also reach out to our neighbors and fellow citizens in need of a 
helping hand. This is a time for us to renew our bonds with one another, and we can fulfill that commitment by serving 
our communities and our Nation throughout the year. In doing so, we pay tribute to our country’s men and women in 
uniform who set an example of service that inspires us all. Let us be guided by the legacy of those who have fought for 
the freedoms for which we give thanks, and be worthy heirs to the noble tradition of goodwill shown on this day. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 26, 2009, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the United States to come together, whether in our homes, places of 
worship, community centers, or any place where family, friends and neighbors may gather, with gratitude for all we 
have received in the past year; to express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own; and to share our bounty 
with others. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 2010 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
A beloved American tradition, Thanksgiving Day offers us the opportunity to focus our thoughts on the grace that has 
been extended to our people and our country. This spirit brought together the newly arrived Pilgrims and the 
Wampanoag tribe ― who had been living and thriving around Plymouth, Massachusetts for thousands of years ― in an 
autumn harvest feast centuries ago. This Thanksgiving Day, we reflect on the compassion and contributions of Native 
Americans, whose skill in agriculture helped the early colonists survive, and whose rich culture continues to add to our 
Nation’s heritage. We also pause our normal pursuits on this day and join in a spirit of fellowship and gratitude for the 
year’s bounties and blessings. 
 
 
Thanksgiving Day is a time each year, dating back to our founding, when we lay aside the troubles and disagreements of 
the day and bow our heads in humble recognition of the providence bestowed upon our Nation. Amidst the uncertainty 
of a fledgling experiment in democracy, President George Washington declared the first Thanksgiving in America, 
recounting the blessings of tranquility, union, and plenty that shined upon our young country. In the dark days of the 
Civil War when the fate of our Union was in doubt, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a Thanksgiving Day, calling for 
“the Almighty hand” to heal and restore our Nation. 
 
In confronting the challenges of our day, we must draw strength from the resolve of previous generations who faced 
their own struggles and take comfort in knowing a brighter day has always dawned on our great land. As we stand at the 
close of one year and look to the promise of the next, we lift up our hearts in gratitude to God for our many blessings, 
for one another, and for our Nation. This Thanksgiving Day, we remember that the freedoms and security we enjoy as 
Americans are protected by the brave men and women of the United States Armed Forces. These patriots are willing to 
lay down their lives in our defense, and they and their families deserve our profound gratitude for their service and 
sacrifice. 
  
This harvest season, we are also reminded of those experiencing the pangs of hunger or the hardship of economic 
insecurity. Let us return the kindness and generosity we have seen throughout the year by helping our fellow citizens 
weather the storms of our day. 
 
As Americans gather for the time-honored Thanksgiving Day meal, let us rejoice in the abundance that graces our tables, 
in the simple gifts that mark our days, in the loved ones who enrich our lives, and in the gifts of a gracious God. Let us 
recall that our forebears met their challenges with hope and an unfailing spirit, and let us resolve to do the same. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 2010, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the United States to come together ― whether in our homes, places 
of worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors ― to give thanks for all we have 
received in the past year, to express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and to share our bounty with 
others. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 2011 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
  
One of our Nation’s oldest and most cherished traditions, Thanksgiving Day brings us closer to our loved ones and invites 
us to reflect on the blessings that enrich our lives.  The observance recalls the celebration of an autumn harvest 
centuries ago, when the Wampanoag tribe joined the Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony to share in the fruits of a bountiful 
season.  The feast honored the Wampanoag for generously extending their knowledge of local game and agriculture to 
the Pilgrims, and today we renew our gratitude to all American Indians and Alaska Natives.  We take this time to 
remember the ways that the First Americans have enriched our Nation’s heritage, from their generosity centuries ago to 
the everyday contributions they make to all facets of American life.  As we come together with friends, family, and 
neighbors to celebrate, let us set aside our daily concerns and give thanks for the providence bestowed upon us. 
 
Though our traditions have evolved, the spirit of grace and humility at the heart of Thanksgiving has persisted through 
every chapter of our story.  When President George Washington proclaimed our country’s first Thanksgiving, he praised 
a generous and knowing God for shepherding our young Republic through its uncertain beginnings.  Decades later, 
President Abraham Lincoln looked to the divine to protect those who had known the worst of civil war, and to restore 
the Nation “to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.” 
 
In times of adversity and times of plenty, we have lifted our hearts by giving humble thanks for the blessings we have 
received and for those who bring meaning to our lives.  Today, let us offer gratitude to our men and women in uniform 
for their many sacrifices, and keep in our thoughts the families who save an empty seat at the table for a loved one 
stationed in harm’s way.  And as members of our American family make do with less, let us rededicate ourselves to our 
friends and fellow citizens in need of a helping hand. 
 
As we gather in our communities and in our homes, around the table or near the hearth, we give thanks to each other 
and to God for the many kindnesses and comforts that grace our lives.  Let us pause to recount the simple gifts that 
sustain us, and resolve to pay them forward in the year to come. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 2011, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving.  I encourage the people of the United States to come together    whether in our homes, places of 
worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors    to give thanks for all we have 
received in the past year, to express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and to share our bounty with 
others. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 2012 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, Americans everywhere gather with family and friends to recount the joys and blessings of the past 
year.  This day is a time to take stock of the fortune we have known and the kindnesses we have shared, grateful for the 
God-given bounty that enriches our lives.  As many pause to lend a hand to those in need, we are also reminded of the 
indelible spirit of compassion and mutual responsibility that has distinguished our Nation since its earliest days. 
 
Many Thanksgivings have offered opportunities to celebrate community during times of hardship. When the Pilgrims at 
Plymouth Colony gave thanks for a bountiful harvest nearly four centuries ago, they enjoyed the fruits of their labor with 
the Wampanoag tribe — a people who had shared vital knowledge of the land in the difficult months before. When 
President George Washington marked our democracy’s first Thanksgiving, he prayed to our Creator for peace, union, 
and plenty through the trials that would surely come.  And when our Nation was torn by bitterness and civil war, 
President Abraham Lincoln reminded us that we were, at heart, one Nation, sharing a bond as Americans that could 
bend but would not break. Those expressions of unity still echo today, whether in the contributions that generations of 
Native Americans have made to our country, the Union our forebears fought so hard to preserve, or the providence that 
draws our families together this season. 
 
As we reflect on our proud heritage, let us also give thanks to those who honor it by giving back.  This Thanksgiving, 
thousands of our men and women in uniform will sit down for a meal far from their loved ones and the comforts of 
home.  We honor their service and sacrifice.  We also show our appreciation to Americans who are serving in their 
communities, ensuring their neighbors have a hot meal and a place to stay.  Their actions reflect our age-old belief that 
we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, and they affirm once more that we are a people who draw our deepest 
strength not from might or wealth, but from our bonds to each other. 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, individuals from all walks of life come together to celebrate this most American tradition, grateful 
for the blessings of family, community, and country. Let us spend this day by lifting up those we love, mindful of the 
grace bestowed upon us by God and by all who have made our lives richer with their presence. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 2012, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving.  I encourage the people of the United States to join together — whether in our homes, places of 
worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors — and give thanks for all we have 
received in the past year, express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 2013 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Thanksgiving offers each of us the chance to count our many blessings -- the freedoms we enjoy, the time we spend with 
loved ones, the brave men and women who defend our Nation at home and abroad. This tradition reminds us that no 
matter what our background or beliefs, no matter who we are or who we love, at our core we are first and foremost 
Americans. 
  
Our annual celebration has roots in centuries-old colonial customs. When we gather around the table, we follow the 
example of the Pilgrims and Wampanoags, who shared the fruits of a successful harvest nearly 400 years ago. When we 
offer our thanks, we mirror those who set aside a day of prayer. And when we join with friends and neighbors to 
alleviate suffering and make our communities whole, we honor the spirit of President Abraham Lincoln, who called on 
his fellow citizens to “fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation, and to 
restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, 
and union.” 
  
Our country has always been home to Americans who recognize the importance of giving back. Today, we honor all 
those serving our Nation far from home. We also thank the first responders and medical professionals who work 
through the holiday to keep us safe, and we acknowledge the volunteers who dedicate this day to those less fortunate. 
  
This Thanksgiving Day, let us forge deeper connections with our loved ones. Let us extend our gratitude and our 
compassion. And let us lift each other up and recognize, in the oldest spirit of this tradition, that we rise or fall as one 
Nation, under God. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 2013, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage the people of the United States to join together -- whether in our homes, places of 
worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors -- and give thanks for all we have 
received in the past year, express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth. 
  
BARACK OBAMA 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2014 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Thanksgiving Day invites us to reflect on the blessings we enjoy and the freedoms we cherish.  As we gather with family 
and friends to take part in this uniquely American celebration, we give thanks for the extraordinary opportunities we 
have in a Nation of limitless possibilities, and we pay tribute to all those who defend our Union as members of our 
Armed Forces.  This holiday reminds us to show compassion and concern for people we have never met and deep 
gratitude toward those who have sacrificed to help build the most prosperous Nation on earth.  These traditions honor 
the rich history of our country and hold us together as one American family, no matter who we are or where we come 
from. 
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Nearly 400 years ago, a group of Pilgrims left their homeland and sailed across an ocean in pursuit of liberty and 
prosperity.  With the friendship and kindness of the Wampanoag people, they learned to harvest the rich bounty of a 
new world. Together, they shared a successful crop, celebrating bonds of community during a time of great hardship.  
Through times of war and of peace, the example of a Native tribe who extended a hand to a new people has endured.  
During the American Revolution and the Civil War, days of thanksgiving drew Americans together in prayer and in the 
spirit that guides us to better days, and in each year since, our Nation has paused to show our gratitude for our families, 
communities, and country. 
  
With God’s grace, this holiday season we carry forward the legacy of our forebears.  In the company of our loved ones, 
we give thanks for the people we care about and the joy we share, and we remember those who are less fortunate.  At 
shelters and soup kitchens, Americans give meaning to the simple truth that binds us together:  we are our brother’s and 
our sister’s keepers.  We remember how a determined people set out for a better world -- how through faith and the 
charity of others, they forged a new life built on freedom and opportunity. 
  
The spirit of Thanksgiving is universal.  It is found in small moments between strangers, reunions shared with friends and 
loved ones, and in quiet prayers for others.  Within the heart of America’s promise burns the inextinguishable belief that 
together we can advance our common prosperity -- that we can build a more hopeful, more just, and more unified 
Nation.  This Thanksgiving, let us recall the values that unite our diverse country, and let us resolve to strengthen these 
lasting ties. 
   
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 2014, as a National 
Day of Thanksgiving.  I encourage the people of the United States to join together -- whether in our homes, places of 
worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors -- and give thanks for all we have 
received in the past year, express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2015 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Rooted in a story of generosity and partnership, Thanksgiving offers an opportunity for us to express our gratitude for 
the gifts we have and to show our appreciation for all we hold dear.  Today, as we give of ourselves in service to others 
and spend cherished time with family and friends, we give thanks for the many blessings bestowed upon us.  We also 
honor the men and women in uniform who fight to safeguard our country and our freedoms so we can share occasions 
like this with loved ones, and we thank our selfless military families who stand beside and support them each and every 
day.   
 
Our modern celebration of Thanksgiving can be traced back to the early 17th century.  Upon arriving in Plymouth, at the 
culmination of months of testing travel that resulted in death and disease, the Pilgrims continued to face great 
challenges.  An indigenous people, the Wampanoag, helped them adjust to their new home, teaching them critical 
survival techniques and important crop cultivation methods.  After securing a bountiful harvest, the settlers and 
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Wampanoag joined in fellowship for a shared dinner to celebrate powerful traditions that are still observed at 
Thanksgiving today:  lifting one another up, enjoying time with those around us, and appreciating all that we have. 
 
Carrying us through trial and triumph, this sense of decency and compassion has defined our Nation.  President George 
Washington proclaimed the first Thanksgiving in our country’s nascence, calling on the citizens of our fledgling 
democracy to place their faith in “the providence of Almighty God,” and to be thankful for what is bequeathed to us.  In 
the midst of bitter division at a critical juncture for America, President Abraham Lincoln acknowledged the plight of the 
most vulnerable, declaring a “day of thanksgiving,” on which all citizens would “commend to [God’s] tender care” those 
most affected by the violence of the time -- widows, orphans, mourners, and sufferers of the Civil War.  A tradition of 
giving continues to inspire this holiday, and at shelters and food centers, on battlefields and city streets, and through 
generous donations and silent prayers, the inherent selflessness and common goodness of the American people 
endures. 
 
In the same spirit of togetherness and thanksgiving that inspired the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag, we pay tribute to 
people of every background and belief who contribute in their own unique ways to our country’s story.  Each of us 
brings our own traditions, cultures, and recipes to this quintessential American holiday -- whether around dinner tables, 
in soup kitchens, or at home cheering on our favorite sports teams -- but we are all united in appreciation of the bounty 
of our Nation.  Let us express our gratitude by welcoming others to our celebrations and recognize those who volunteer 
today to ensure a dinner is possible for those who might have gone without.  Together, we can secure our founding 
ideals as the birthright of all future generations of Americans. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 26, 2015, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving.  I encourage the people of the United States to join together -- whether in our homes, places of worship, 
community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors -- and give thanks for all we have received in the 
past year, express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others.  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2016 
BY BARACK OBAMA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Nearly 400 years ago, a small band of Pilgrims fled persecution and violence and came to this land as refugees in search 
of opportunity and the freedom to practice their faith. Though the journey was rough and their first winter harsh, the 
friendly embrace of an indigenous people, the Wampanoag -- who offered gracious lessons in agriculture and crop 
production -- led to their successful first harvest. The Pilgrims were grateful they could rely on the generosity of the 
Wampanoag people, without whom they would not have survived their first year in the new land, and together they 
celebrated this bounty with a festival that lasted for days and prompted the tradition of an annual day of giving thanks. 
 
This history teaches us that the American instinct has never been to seek isolation in opposite corners; it is to find 
strength in our common creed and forge unity from our great diversity. On that very first thanksgiving celebration, these 
same ideals brought together people of different backgrounds and beliefs, and every year since, with enduring 
confidence in the power of faith, love, gratitude, and optimism, this force of unity has sustained us as a people. It has 
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guided us through times of great challenge and change and allowed us to see ourselves in those who come to our shores 
in search of a safer, better future for themselves and their families. 
 
On this holiday, we count our blessings and renew our commitment to giving back. We give thanks for our troops and 
our veterans -- and their families -- who give of themselves to protect the values we cherish; for the first responders, 
teachers, and engaged Americans who serve their communities; and for the chance to live in a country founded on the 
belief that all of us are created equal. But on this day of gratitude, we are also reminded that securing these freedoms 
and opportunities for all our people is an unfinished task. We must reflect on all we have been afforded while continuing 
the work of ensuring no one is left out or left behind because of who they are or where they come from. 
 
For generations, our Nation’s progress has been carried forward by those who act on the obligations we have to one 
another. Each year on Thanksgiving, the selflessness and decency of the American people surface in food banks and 
shelters across our country, in time spent caring for the sick and the stranger, and in efforts to empathize with those 
with whom we disagree and to recognize that every individual is worthy of compassion and care. As we gather in the 
company of our friends, families, and communities -- just as the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag did centuries ago -- let us 
strive to lift up others, promote tolerance and inclusiveness, and give thanks for the joy and love that surround all of us. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 24, 2016, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving. I encourage the people of the United States to join together -- whether in our homes, places of worship, 
community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors -- and give thanks for all we have received in the 
past year, express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand sixteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2017 
BY DONALD J. TRUMP, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, as we have for nearly four centuries, Americans give thanks to Almighty God for our abundant 
blessings.  We gather with the people we love to show gratitude for our freedom, for our friends and families, and for 
the prosperous Nation we call home. 
 
In July 1620, more than 100 Pilgrims boarded the Mayflower, fleeing religious persecution and seeking freedom and 
opportunity in a new and unfamiliar place.  These dauntless souls arrived in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in the freezing 
cold of December 1620.  They were greeted by sickness and severe weather, and quickly lost 46 of their fellow travelers.  
Those who endured the incredible hardship of their first year in America, however, had many reasons for gratitude.  
They had survived.  They were free.  And, with the help of the Wampanoag tribe, and a bountiful harvest, they were 
regaining their health and strength.  In thanks to God for these blessings, the new governor of the Plymouth Colony, 
William Bradford, proclaimed a day of thanksgiving and gathered with the Wampanoag tribe for three days of 
celebration. 
 
For the next two centuries, many individual colonies and states, primarily in the Northeast, carried on the tradition of 
fall Thanksgiving festivities.  But each state celebrated it on a different day, and sometime on an occasional basis.  It was 
not until 1863 that the holiday was celebrated on one day, nationwide.  In the aftermath of the Battle of Gettysburg, of 
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one of the bloodiest battles of our Nation’s Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed that the country would set 
aside one day to remember its many blessings.  “In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity,” 
President Lincoln proclaimed, we recall the “bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come.”  As President Lincoln recognized: “No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal 
hand worked out these great things.  They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in 
anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.” 
 
Today, we continue to celebrate Thanksgiving with a grateful and charitable spirit.  When we open our hearts and 
extend our hands to those in need, we show humility for the bountiful gifts we have received.  In the aftermath of a 
succession of tragedies that have stunned and shocked our Nation — Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria; the wildfires 
that ravaged the West; and, the horrific acts of violence and terror in Las Vegas, New York City, and Sutherland Springs 
— we have witnessed the generous nature of the American people.  In the midst of heartache and turmoil, we are 
grateful for the swift action of the first responders, law enforcement personnel, military and medical professionals, 
volunteers, and everyday heroes who embodied our infinite capacity to extend compassion and humanity to our fellow 
man.  As we mourn these painful events, we are ever confident that the perseverance and optimism of the American 
people will prevail. 
 
We can see, in the courageous Pilgrims who stood on Plymouth Rock in new land, the intrepidness that lies at the core 
of our American spirit.  Just as the Pilgrims did, today Americans stand strong, willing to fight for their families and their 
futures, to uphold our values, and to confront any challenge. 
 
This Thanksgiving, in addition to rejoicing in precious time spent with loved ones, let us find ways to serve and 
encourage each other in both word and deed.  We also offer a special word of thanks for the brave men and women of 
our Armed Forces, many of whom must celebrate this holiday separated from the ones for whom they are most 
thankful.  As one people, we seek God’s protection, guidance, and wisdom, as we stand humbled by the abundance of 
our great Nation and the blessings of freedom, family, and faith. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 2017, as a 
National Day of Thanksgiving.  I encourage all Americans to gather, in homes and places of worship, to offer a prayer of 
thanks to God for our many blessings. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand seventeen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-second. 
 
DONALD J. TRUMP 
 
~~~ 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 2018 
BY DONALD J. TRUMP, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, we recall the courageous and inspiring journey of the Pilgrims who, nearly four centuries ago, 
ventured across the vast ocean to flee religious persecution and establish a home in the New World. They faced illness, 
harsh conditions, and uncertainty, as they trusted in God for a brighter future. The more than 100 Pilgrims who arrived 
at Plymouth, Massachusetts, on the Mayflower, instilled in our Nation a strong faith in God that continues to be a 
beacon of hope to all Americans. Thanksgiving Day is a time to pause and to reflect, with family and friends, on our 
heritage and the sacrifices of our forebearers who secured the blessings of liberty for an independent, free, and united 
country. 
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After surviving a frigid winter and achieving their first successful harvest in 1621, the Pilgrims set aside 3 days to feast 
and give thanks for God’s abundant mercy and blessings. Members of the Wampanoag tribe who had taught the 
Pilgrims how to farm in New England and helped them adjust and thrive in that new land shared in the bounty and 
celebration. In recognition of that historic event, President George Washington, in 1789, issued a proclamation declaring 
the first national day of thanksgiving. He called upon the people of the United States to unite in rendering unto God our 
sincere and humble gratitude “for his kind care and protection of the People of this Country” and “the favorable 
interpositions of his Providence.” President Abraham Lincoln revived this tradition as our fractured Nation endured the 
horrors of the Civil War. Ever since, we have set aside this day to give special thanks to God for the many blessings, gifts, 
and love he has bestowed on us and our country. 
 
This Thanksgiving, as we gather in places of worship and around tables surrounded by loved ones, in humble gratitude 
for the bountiful gifts we have received, let us keep in close memory our fellow Americans who have faced hardship and 
tragedy this year. In the spirit of generosity and compassion, let us joyfully reach out in word and deed, and share our 
time and resources throughout our communities. Let us also find ways to give to the less fortunate whether it be in the 
form of sharing a hearty meal, extending a helping hand, or providing words of encouragement. 
 
We are especially reminded on Thanksgiving of how the virtue of gratitude enables us to recognize, even in adverse 
situations, the love of God in every person, every creature, and throughout nature. Let us be mindful of the reasons we 
are grateful for our lives, for those around us, and for our communities. We also commit to treating all with charity and 
mutual respect, spreading the spirit of Thanksgiving throughout our country and across the world. 
 
Today, we particularly acknowledge the sacrifices of our service members, law enforcement personnel, and first 
responders who selflessly serve and protect our Nation. This Thanksgiving, more than 200,000 brave American patriots 
will spend the holiday overseas, away from their loved ones. Because of the men and women in uniform who volunteer 
to defend our liberty, we are able to enjoy the splendor of the American life. We pray for their safety, and for the 
families who await their return. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 2018, as a 
National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to gather, in homes and places of worship, to offer a prayer of 
thanks to God for our many blessings. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand eighteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-third. 
 
DONALD J. TRUMP 


